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City of Davis

Human Relations Commission Meeting Minutes
Community Chambers, 23 Russell Boulevard, Davis, CA 95616
Thursday, August 28, 2025

Commission Members:

Commission Members Absent:

Commission Ex-Officio Members:

Staff:

6:30 P.M.

Felix Alvarez, Kevin Baker, Ellie Kaplan, Hilda
Khairallah, Amir Kol (left at 8:30p.m.), Leonie Pickett
(Vice Chair)

Deema Tamimi

Kate Snow (Davis Joint Unified School District
Administration Member) (arrived at 6:34p.m., left at
8:04p.m.), Jasmine Garcia (Davis Joint Unified School
District High School Student Representative)

Community Relations Program Manager Carrie Dyer

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. Vice Chair Pickett called the meeting to order at 6:30p.m.

2. Approval of Agenda. K. Baker moved, seconded by E. Kaplan, to approve the

agenda. Motion passed by the following vote:

AYES: Alvarez, Baker, Kaplan, Khairallah, Kol, Pickett
NOES: None

ABSENT: Tamimi

. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Council Liaisons

L. Pickett: September 15 - October 15—National Hispanic Heritage Month;
proclamations will be presented at the September 2 City Council meeting and the
next DJUSD school board meeting. September 22—Rosh Hashanah. September
26—California Native American Day. September 2—Labor Day. Welcome all
commissioners back from recess and new Commissioner H. Khairallah; looking
forward to community building, healing, and making a positive impact.

Community Relations Program Manager Carrie Dyer: Commissioner J. Honig has
resigned; alternate position now vacant.

L. Deos: Welcome new commissioner. Opportunity for hard but healing discussions,
looking forward to working further with the Commission.

F. Alvarez: September is Suicide Awareness Month.
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4. Public Comment
e Alan Hirsch: “Love Your Neighbor” lawn signs available at the farmers market.
Should focus on creating a welcoming and inclusive community.

5. Consent Calendar
A. Minutes from the Human Relations Commission Meeting of June 26, 2025.

K. Baker moved, seconded by F. Alvarez, to approve the June 26, 2025 minutes.
Motion passed by the following vote:

AYES: Alvarez, Baker, Kaplan, Khairallah, Kol, Pickett

NOES: None

ABSENT: Tamimi

6. Regular Iltems
A. Commissioner Introductions

Individual commissioners, ex-officios, and City staff provided brief personal
introductions.

No public comment.

B. Elections for Chair and Vice Chair

L. Pickett: Past terms have been January to December, now changing to August
to July to coincide with commission terms and Council schedule.

Public comments:

e Alan Hirsch: Commissioners should share what networks they belong to;
shows experience for Chair role.

e Ning Wan: Interested in UC Davis activities.

K. Baker: Suggest Co-Chair structure and L. Pickett and K. Baker as Co-Chairs.
L. Pickett: Support and accept nomination.

C. Dyer clarification: Co-Chairs will alternate presiding as Chair, typically every
other meeting.

E. Kaplan moved, seconded by F. Alvarez, to appoint L. Pickett and K. Baker as
Co-Chairs, and to alternate meetings they preside over. Motion passed by the
following vote:

AYES: Alvarez, Baker, Kaplan, Khairallah, Pickett

NOES: None

ABSENT: Tamimi

ABSTAIN: Kol
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C. Designation of a Hate Free Together Liaison to Represent the Human Relations
Commission When Requested

L. Pickett: Commission function includes a role with the community engagement
component of the Hate Free Together (HFT) initiative. Liaison role includes
attending community meetings and summits, as requested by HFT, and reporting
back to the Commission. Suggest an alternate liaison if the regular isn’t available.

Public comments:
e Alan Hirsch: Liaison should be a change agent and bring groups together.
e Scott Steward: Suggest “love together” instead of “hate free together”.

K. Snow: Represent DJUSD on HFT executive committee. October 16—Hate
Free Together Summit, purpose is to bring HFT partners (UC Davis, City, and
Yolo County) together with community organizations to identify existing
resources and gaps. Summit being facilitated by Yolo Conflict Resolution Center.
Intent of Summit is to create a community-based strategic plan.

H. Khairallah: Interested in being the alternate liaison.
C. Dyer: D. Tamimi expressed interest in serving as liaison.

E. Kaplan moved, seconded by K. Baker, to designate D. Tamimi as the regular
liaison and H. Khairallah as the alternate liaison. Motion passed by the following

vote:
AYES: Alvarez, Baker, Kaplan, Khairallah, Kol, Pickett
NOES: None

ABSENT: Tamimi

D. Commissioner Appointment to the Campus Council on Community and Diversity

C. Dyer: Commission appoints a liaison to Campus Council on Community and
Diversity, currently vacant. Meets during UC Davis school vyear
(September/October — May with a summer break). Meetings are infrequent and
advise on the Campus Community Book Project and other related topics for
fostering and maintaining community.

No public comment.

E. Kaplan: Interested in being regular liaison.
A. Kol: Interested in being alternate liaison.

F. Alvarez moved, seconded by K. Baker, to appoint E. Kaplan as the regular
liaison and A. Kol as the alternate liaison. Motion passed by the following vote:
AYES: Alvarez, Baker, Kaplan, Khairallah, Kol, Pickett

NOES: None

ABSENT: Tamimi
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E. Creation of Planning Committees for the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration,
Cesar Chavez Celebration and Thong Hy Huynh Awards Review Committee

Public comment:

e Alan Hirsch: Suggest celebration of togetherness instead of individual group
celebrations.

C. Dyer: Planning committees allow for community members and ex-officios to
be a part of work.

L. Pickett: Overview of the workload and schedule of events for Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. (MLK) Celebration, Cesar Chavez Celebration and Thong Hy Huynh
Awards. Suggest 2-3 commissioners per committee.

E. Kaplan: Interested in MLK Celebration.

A. Kol: Interested in MLK Celebration and Huynh Awards

C. Dyer: D. Tamimi interested in Huynh Awards.

L. Pickett: Interested in MLK Celebration and others if needed.
F. Alvarez: Interested in MLK Celebration.

H. Khairallah: Interested in Chavez Celebration.

K. Baker: Available to serve on any.

J. Garcia: Interested in Huynh Awards.

L. Pickett moved, seconded by E. Kaplan, to designate the following planning
committees and members:

e Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration: F. Alvarez, E. Kaplan, and L. Pickett

e Cesar Chavez Celebration: H. Khairallah and K. Baker

e Thong Hy Huynh Awards: D. Tamimi, A. Kol, K. Baker, and J. Garcia

Motion passed by the following vote:

AYES: Alvarez, Baker, Kaplan, Khairallah, Kol, Pickett
NOES: None

ABSENT: Tamimi

F. Review Functions of the Human Relations Commission and Brainstorm Ideas for
Developing a Workplan

C. Dyer: Overview of Commission functions.

L. Pickett: Intent is to brainstorm potential work and create a list for City Council
action according to new Council process.

Public comments:

e Alan Hirsch: Workplan should include forums. Suggest discussion regarding
civil discourse and building connections.

e Ning Wan: Concerned about human rights and hate crimes; should be
prioritized.
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L. Deos: Planning Commission recently created a list of potential tasks; one item
went to City Council for action. When recommending items, consider if it fits in
Commission functions and within staff and commission time.

C. Dyer: Staff report includes staff analysis of resources. Intent of this item is to
brainstorm ideas, work out specifics at next meeting, then bring items to City
Council for action.

F. Alvarez: Suggest continuing work of previous Sanctuary City subcommittee as
follows: 1) reaffirm Sanctuary City status, 2) update informational card, 3) create
one-time publication/informational guide that includes “know your rights” City and
County information, 4) education, engagement, and resources for business (how
to support community members/patrons), and 5) education and training for City
staff regarding immigrant rights and protections.

L. Deos: Consider topic as one item with various tasks.

E. Kaplan: Support; within scope. Consider these as top priorities for community.
L. Pickett: Support idea. Foresee having subcommittees for each task.

C. Dyer: Support topic and approach to completing tasks. Could include an event
or forum.

E. Kaplan: Any interest in previous City Holiday Observances subcommittee work?
A. Kol: Pursuing one matter privately. Support sanctuary city topic prioritized over
this.

E. Kaplan: Suggest task include webpage review, how to present sanctuary city
related information. Public education of existing resources.

C. Dyer: Suggest recommendations could be made for city webpage to further
draw attention to resources available.

F. Alvarez moved, seconded by E. Kaplan, to propose creating a new Sanctuary
City “theme” task for inclusion in the commission workplan as follows:
1. Reaffirm Sanctuary City status;
2. Update informational card;
3. Create one-time publication/informational guide that includes “know your
rights” City and County information;
4. Education, engagement, and resources for business (how to support
community members/patrons);
5. Education and training for City staff regarding immigrant rights and
protections; and
6. Sanctuary city public education including potential updates to website.

Motion passed by the following vote:

AYES: Alvarez, Baker, Kaplan, Khairallah, Kol, Pickett
NOES: None

ABSENT: Tamimi
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7. Future Agenda Items/Long Range Calendar

Public comment:
e Alan Hirsch: Support Sanctuary City idea.

8. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m.
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