
STAFF REPORT

DATE: June 6, 2023

TO: City Council

FROM: Council Subcommittee (Will Arnold, Bapu Vaitla)
Mike Webb, City Manager
Sherri Metzker, Community Development Director

SUBJECT: Report Back on Long Range Growth Subcommittee Status Report

Recommendation
1) Receive introduction of proposed evaluation rubric as a possible tool for

consideration of review of peripheral proposals; and
2) Provide feedback on possible adjustments to the rubric and/or other evaluation

criteria to be considered; and
3) Direct staff to solicit rubric scoring submittals from peripheral growth applicants

by June 12th for review by staff and consideration and direction by City Council
on June 20th.

Fiscal Impact
All fiscal impacts associated with this effort have been absorbed in the department
budgets.  Any time or expense associated with reviewing development proposals, now
or in the future, would be covered by fees paid by project applicants. Review of any
specific project proposal would require fiscal and economic analysis.

Council Goal(s)
This item relates to Council Goals

1. Ensure a Safe, Healthy, Equitable Community
2. Ensure Fiscal and Economic Stability
3. Pursue Environmental Sustainability
4. Fund, Maintain and Improve Infrastructure
5. Enhance a Vibrant Downtown and Thriving Neighborhoods

Commission Input
This item is a report back as directed by the City Council. Commission input would be a
key component of any formal application review process moving forward. The proposed
scoring rubric as proposed is intended to be a pilot exercise.  Should the City Council
wish to seek expanded input on the rubric, the City Council may request that
commissions provide input in the coming months for more expansive or future use of it.

Background and Analysis
On April 4, 2023, the City Council received a status report from the Long Range Growth
subcommittee (Mayor Arnold and Councilmember Vaitla). The intended focus of the
Subcommittee effort was to develop a set of interim criteria by which to evaluate
proposed and potential future annexation/development projects. The interim criteria
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would serve as a bridge and provide guidance for consideration of such proposals until
such time that an updated General Plan is crafted and adopted.
(https://documents.cityofdavis.org/Media/Default/Documents/PDF/CityCouncil/CouncilM
eetings/Agendas/2023/2023-04-04/10-Long-Range-Growth-Subcommittee-Status-
Update.pdf)

At the conclusion of deliberations, the City Council directed the Council Subcommittee
and staff to undertake next steps as follows:

a. Focus staff efforts on implementation of the Housing Element (including zoning
amendments and infill housing enhancement mechanisms), the Downtown Plan,
and other approved projects such as Nishi, Bretton Woods, Chiles Ranch; 715
Pole Line, Plaza 2555, Research Park Mixed Use, Olive Drive Mixed Use; and

b. Develop a proposed framework to engage the community in visioning for future
housing needs and peripheral growth expectations as a second stage (Downtown
Plan was the first stage) of the General Plan update; and

c. Complete an analysis of City owned properties for potential affordable/workforce
housing opportunities and other infill housing opportunities, and return to City
Council with recommendations (the Council appointed a subcommittee of
Councilmembers Vaitla and Chapman to investigate infill opportunities with the
goal of achieving Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) obligations); and

d. Develop housing type and price point desired targets, working with DJUSD and
other stakeholders.

On April 18, 2023, the City Council also directed staff to return with an outline of the
timeframes it would take to make the various available election dates in 2025 or later.

On May 16, 2023 the City Council received a report on 2025/26 election date timelines
(https://documents.cityofdavis.org/Media/Default/Documents/PDF/CityCouncil/CouncilM
eetings/Agendas/2023/2023-05-16/10-Long-Range-Growth-Subcommittee-Status-
Update.pdf)

On May 16 Council directed the subcommittee to return on June 6th with refined
principles for consideration of peripheral growth proposals and for the City Council to
engage in further discussion on next steps.

Scoring Rubric based on LEED ND
The Council subcommittee has been working with staff to develop a more fully vetted
approach to provide a tool to assist the City Council in assessing proposals.  The
attached framework being proposed to the Council for consideration is based off of the
U.S. Green Building Council LEED ND program (Leadership in Energy & Environmental
Design – Neighborhood Development). More on LEED can be found here:
https://www.usgbc.org/leed/rating-systems/neighborhood-
development#:~:text=LEED%20for%20Neighborhood%20Development%20(LEED,build
ings%20to%20consider%20entire%20communities.

LEED is a widely recognized and used green building rating system and has been used
to evaluate many projects both nationally and in California (including in Davis) over the
years. According the U.S Green Building Council, LEED is “…available for virtually all
building types, LEED certification provides a framework for healthy, highly efficient, and

06-06-23 City Council Meeting 08 - 2

https://documents.cityofdavis.org/Media/Default/Documents/PDF/CityCouncil/CouncilMeetings/Agendas/2023/2023-04-04/10-Long-Range-Growth-Subcommittee-Status-Update.pdf
https://documents.cityofdavis.org/Media/Default/Documents/PDF/CityCouncil/CouncilMeetings/Agendas/2023/2023-04-04/10-Long-Range-Growth-Subcommittee-Status-Update.pdf
https://documents.cityofdavis.org/Media/Default/Documents/PDF/CityCouncil/CouncilMeetings/Agendas/2023/2023-04-04/10-Long-Range-Growth-Subcommittee-Status-Update.pdf
https://documents.cityofdavis.org/Media/Default/Documents/PDF/CityCouncil/CouncilMeetings/Agendas/2023/2023-05-16/10-Long-Range-Growth-Subcommittee-Status-Update.pdf
https://documents.cityofdavis.org/Media/Default/Documents/PDF/CityCouncil/CouncilMeetings/Agendas/2023/2023-05-16/10-Long-Range-Growth-Subcommittee-Status-Update.pdf
https://documents.cityofdavis.org/Media/Default/Documents/PDF/CityCouncil/CouncilMeetings/Agendas/2023/2023-05-16/10-Long-Range-Growth-Subcommittee-Status-Update.pdf
https://www.usgbc.org/leed/rating-systems/neighborhood-development#:~:text=LEED%20for%20Neighborhood%20Development%20(LEED,buildings%20to%20consider%20entire%20communities
https://www.usgbc.org/leed/rating-systems/neighborhood-development#:~:text=LEED%20for%20Neighborhood%20Development%20(LEED,buildings%20to%20consider%20entire%20communities
https://www.usgbc.org/leed/rating-systems/neighborhood-development#:~:text=LEED%20for%20Neighborhood%20Development%20(LEED,buildings%20to%20consider%20entire%20communities


cost-saving green buildings, which offer environmental, social and governance
benefits. LEED certification is a globally recognized symbol of sustainability
achievement and leadership.”

While the LEED rating system is designed for individual buildings, LEED also introduced
a program for evaluation of neighborhood proposals, called LEED ND. LEED for
Neighborhood Development (LEED ND) was created to help foster better, more
sustainable, well-connected neighborhoods and considers a wide range of important
factors.

LEED ND includes consideration and scoring of the follow key categories (each of the
bullet points below has several line items of evaluation within it – see attachment for
details):

Smart Location and Linkage
 Location
 Ecosystems and Open Space
 Other (VMT, Cycling Facilities, Transit…..)

Neighborhood Pattern and Design
 Walkable Streets
 Compact Development (including minimum densities)
 Neighborhood Connections
 Mixed Uses
 Affordable Housing
 Transportation
 Parks and Recreation
 Other (Universal Design, Local Food, Neighborhood Schools…..)

Green Infrastructure and Building
 Construction
 Energy Efficiency
 Energy Production
 Water Management
 Other (Heat Islands, Solid Waste Management…..)

Customized for Davis
After review of LEED ND the Council Subcommittee and staff incorporated adjustments
to the LEED ND scoring system to reflect nuances of Davis land use policy, and to
adjust weighting of certain factors that may necessitate higher priority consideration
locally.  All of the recommended local adjustments are denoted by italicized/purple text
in the scoring rubric (items 5, 8, 38-41, 43, 49-53, and 88-92). These topic areas include:

5: High Priority Redevelopment area to be based on site or adjacent median income
8: Ag land conversion weighting for 2:1 mitigation vs. projects within city limits
38-41: Relates to provision of grade separated bike/ped crossings
43: Relates to project density
49-53: Relates to provision of affordable housing
88-92: incorporate additional Davis specific “Community Assets” section added to the
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LEED ND categories and include:
 Easement/Ag Land Value
 Community Amenities
 Housing trust Fund
 Carbon Mitigation Fund
 Sphere of Influence

Review
This scoring rubric is being suggested as a mechanism to assist the City Council in
evaluating various peripheral proposals for Council consideration of direction to staff to
undertake review of one or more of them.  This scoring rubric is intended to be a tool for
evaluation only and not to be a sole determinant in and of itself on what proposal(s) the
Council may wish to embark on review of. Additionally, the rubric is intended to
supplement, not replace, already existing city standards, ordinance, policies, and other
criteria required of development proposals. The scoring rubric is intended to allow
Council to:

1) Evaluate each proposal on a common scoring platform on its own merits
2) Provide the ability to evaluate proposals in comparison to one another
3) Help identify areas of project proposal adjustments that may be desirable in an

effort to improve a proposal score from the onset, and as a project evolves during
an application review period.

Full “certification” as LEED ND projects is not being recommended as there is
considerable cost and administration for a project to be officially “certified” by the U.S.
green Building Council as LEED.

Self-scoring by applicants could be undertaken immediately for each proposal with
submittals provided to the City and reviewed by staff to assess for accuracy and validity
and then presented to City Council in short order for consideration of next steps, as
soon as June 20th.

While applicants should be in a position to fill in the vast majority of the scoring, some
evaluation factors may not be reasonably known by the project applicant at this time
due to the early stage of application creation. Applicants will be given the opportunity to
state reasons for leaving any scoring items blank or marked as unknown.  Staff and the
Council Subcommittee will offer recommendations at the June 20th meeting on how to
appropriately handle blank or unknown responses.

Council Discussion
Key questions for City Council consideration on June 6th include:

1) Is the City Council interested in utilizing this proposed scoring rubric to gather
information and guide the decision-making process, bearing in mind that other
sources of information should and will be used to make final decisions?

2) If yes to the above, are there modifications and/or supplements to the scoring
rubric that City Council members would like to ensure are considered (especially
on local criteria adjustments as noted above)?
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3) Are there other factors difficult to capture in the rubric about which City Council
would like staff to gather additional information from the applicants?

Next Steps
After presentation of the proposed scoring rubric, and Council discussion of the
questions above, the City Council may elect to direct staff to solicit rubric scoring
submittals from peripheral growth applicants.  Staff believes that initial self-scoring by
applicants can be accomplished by June 12th with applicants submitting their self-
assessment and justifications for blank responses. After receipt, staff could undertake
review of the applicant self-assessments to vet them for validity and present them to
City Council for consideration and direction by as early as the June 20th City Council
meeting. Applicants electing to adjust their proposal to reflect claimed points on the
self-assessment are encouraged to do so. In this case—i.e., where the self-assessment
doesn’t reflect the existing pre-application or application—a revised pre-application or
application should be submitted before the initiation of an EIR process.

Attachments
1. Draft Scoring Rubric (based on LEED ND v4.0 score card with modifications)
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POSSIBLE ACHIEVED

TOTAL NO 123.0 2.0 1.6% F Not LEED-ND Certified

Smart location & linkage (SLL) NO 33.5 0.0 0.0% F Not LEED-ND Certified

Neighborhood pattern & design (NDD) NO 59.5 0.0 0.0% F Not LEED-ND Certified

Green infrastructure & buildings (GBI) NO 30.0 0.0 0.0% F Not LEED-ND Certified

Bonus points (max 10) 2.0

Minimum score Grade

0% F
14% D-
20% D
27% D+
34% C-
40% C
47% C+
54% B-
60% B
67% B+
74% A-
80% A
87% A+

Minimum score Grade

0% Not LEED-ND Certified
40% LEED-ND Silver Certified
60% LEED-ND Gold Certified
80% LEED-ND Platinum Certified

**LEED Rating System. Note that this system is given for
comparison purposes only; LEED certification is a
proprietary system, and we will need to develop and use
our own.
(Does not include possibility of 10 bonus points)

DOMAIN ALL REQUIREMENTS MET? REQUIREMENTS NOT MET RAW POINTS PERCENTAGE
ACHIEVED GRADE* [APPROX LEED RATING]**

*Grading system
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POSSIBLE ACHIEVED

1 Water/wastewater
infrastructure

Select YES if the project is
located:

(1) On a site served by existing water and wastewater infrastructure; OR
(2) Within a legally adopted, publicly owned, planned water and wastewater service
area, AND provides new water and wastewater infrastructure for the project.

  SLL PREREQUISITE: SMART
LOCATION 6

2 Preferred locations Select YES if the site is:

(1) Infill; OR
(2) Well-connected to adjacent development by an existing street network; OR
(3) Well-served by transit; OR
(4) Located near neighborhood assets.

  SLL PREREQUISITE: SMART
LOCATION 6-7

Infill and also previously a development site.   5.0 0.0

Infill but not a previously developed site.   3.0 0.0

A previously developed site AND adjacent to infill.   2.0 0.0

A previously developed site, but not adjacent to infill.   1.0 0.0

≥400 intersections per square mile within 1/2 mile of the site.   5.0 0.0

350 to 399 intersections per square mile within 1/2 mile of the site.   4.0 0.0

300 to 349 intersections per square mile within 1/2 mile of the site.   3.0 0.0

250 to 299 intersections per square mile within 1/2 mile of the site.   2.0 0.0

200 to 249 intersections per square mile within 1/2 mile of the site.   1.0 0.0

Located within a high-priority redevelopment area OR the median income of own
or adjacent block group(s) is <$40,000.   3.0 0.0

Median income of own or adjacent block group(s) ≥$40,000 and <$60,000.   2.0 0.0

Median income of own or adjacent block group(s) ≥$60,000 and <$80,000.   1.0 0.0

6 Habitat Select YES if the project:

(1) Does not build on habitat where species are threatened, endangered, or
imperiled; OR
(2) Creates a habitat conservation plan under the Endangered Species or a habitat
conservation plan equivalent.

 
SLL PREREQUISITE: IMPERILED
SPECIES AND ECOLOGICAL
COMMUNITIES CONSERVATION

8-9

7 Wetlands Select YES if the project: Does not build on wetlands and water bodies AND leaves buffers of undeveloped
land of at least 50-100 feet around adjacent wetlands or water bodies.  

SLL PREREQUISITE: WETLAND
AND WATER BODY
CONSERVATION

10-11

8 Agricultural land Select YES if the project
is:

(1) Infill AND within present Davis city limits ; OR
(2) Well-served by transit AND within present Davis city limits ; OR
(3) A development rights receiving area; OR
(4) On a site without affected soils; OR
(5) On a site with affected soils, but mitigates the loss through conservation
easements at a minimum 2:1 ratio within the City's planning area. See question 88
for bonus points awarded to high-value easements .

 
SLL PREREQUISITE:
AGRICULTURAL LAND
CONSERVATION

12-13

If "within present Davis city limits" isn't included, then
sites that meet the infill definition but are presently
farmland will not be required to mitigate.

See mitigates the loss through easements in
"Definitions" for LEED-ND guidelines; the 2:1 minimum
ratio proposed here is stronger.

Possibility for Council to discuss: awarding bonus points
for easements within the priority acquisition or adjacent
to the development.

9 Floodplains Select YES if the project: (1) Does not build on floodplains; OR
(2) Meets flood hazard development standards.   SLL PREREQUISITE:

FLOODPLAIN AVOIDANCE 14-15

10 Habitat Select YES if the project:
(1) Is located on a site that does not have significant habitat OR wetlands/water
bodies AND is not within 100 feet of such habitat; OR
(2) Protects significant habitat AND wetlands and water bodies.

  1.0 0.0
SLL CREDIT: SITE DESIGN FOR
HABITAT OR WETLAND AND
WATER BODY CONSERVATION

25-26

11 Restoration Select YES if the project:

Restores predevelopment native ecological communities, water bodies, or wetlands
using only native plants on the project site in an area equal to or greater than 10% of
the development footprint AND commits to management for long-term
conservation.

  1.0 0.0
SLL CREDIT: RESTORATION OF
HABITAT OR WETLANDS AND
WATER BODIES

27

12 Ecosystem
management Select YES if the project: Implements a long-term (at least 10 years), fully funded management plan for on-site

wetlands, water bodies, and habitat.   1.0 0.0

SLL CREDIT: LONG-TERM
CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT
OF HABITAT OR WETLANDS
AND WATER BODIES

28

13 Slopes Select YES if the project:
(1) Is not developed on slopes > 15%; OR
(2) Limits development of steep slopes (greater than 15%), AND restores many or
all previously developed steep slopes with native or noninvasive plants.

  1.0 0.0 SLL CREDIT: STEEP SLOPE
PROTECTION 24

SLL CREDIT: PREFERRED
LOCATIONS

REQUIRED

REQUIRED

REQUIRED

REQUIRED

16

17

We don't have many high-priority redevelopment areas,
so we might look at median incomes instead.

If site is within a current residential block group, use
median income of that block group. If site is
undeveloped, use unweighted average of all adjacent
block groups.

CATEGORY ITEM INSTRUCTIONS OPTIONS/CRITERIA YESQ# LEED_v4_ND SOURCE LEED_v4_
ND PAGE NOTES REQ-

INDEX

Select YES if the project
is:

(Select YES for only one
row, NO for all others)

SLL CREDIT: PREFERRED
LOCATIONS 16

NO

REQUIRED

REQUIRED

Select YES if the site is:

(Select YES for only one
row, NO for all others)

POINTS

SLL CREDIT: PREFERRED
LOCATIONS

LO
C

A
TI

O
N

5
High-priority
redevelopment
areas

EC
O

SY
ST

EM
S 

A
N

D
O

PE
N

 S
PA

C
E

3 Development
history

Select YES if the project
has:

(Select YES for only one
row, NO for all others)

4 Street connectivity
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POSSIBLE ACHIEVEDCATEGORY ITEM INSTRUCTIONS OPTIONS/CRITERIA YESQ# LEED_v4_ND SOURCE LEED_v4_
ND PAGE NOTES REQ-

INDEXNO POINTS

Remediates a contaminated (brownfield) site in a high-priority redevelopment area
and then locates there.   2.0 0.0

Remediates a contaminated (brownfield) site and then locates there.   1.0 0.0

Transit service offers ≥320 weekday trips daily and >200 weekend trips daily.   7.0 0.0

Transit service offers ≥246 and <320 weekday trips daily and ≥150 and <200
weekend trips daily.   6.0 0.0

Transit service offers ≥180 and <246 weekday trips daily and ≥130 and <150
weekend trips daily.   5.0 0.0

Transit service offers ≥132 and <180 weekday trips daily and ≥85 and <130
weekend trips daily.   4.0 0.0

Transit service offers ≥100 and <132 weekday trips daily and ≥65 and <85 weekend
trips daily.   3.0 0.0

Transit service offers ≥76 and <100 weekday trips daily and ≥50 and <65 weekend
trips daily.   2.0 0.0

Transit service offers ≥60 and <76 weekday trips daily and ≥40 and <50 weekend
trips daily.   1.0 0.0

≤30% of average regional vehicle distance traveled per capita.   3.5 0.0

>30% and ≤40% of average regional vehicle distance traveled per capita.   3.0 0.0

>40% and ≤50% of average regional vehicle distance traveled per capita.   2.5 0.0

>50% and ≤60% of average regional vehicle distance traveled per capita.   2.0 0.0

>60% and ≤70% of average regional vehicle distance traveled per capita.   1.5 0.0

>70% and ≤80% of average regional vehicle distance traveled per capita.   1.0 0.0

>80% and ≤90% of average regional vehicle distance traveled per capita.   0.5 0.0

17 Cycling facilities Select YES if the project:

(1) Is located with 1/4 mile of a bicycle network that is either 5 miles long (minimum)
OR connects to 10 diverse land uses; AND
(2) Provides secure and covered bicycle storage (for at least 10% of nonresidential
and 30% of residential building occupants AND bicycle parking for visitors.

  1.0 0.0 LT CREDIT: BICYCLE FACILITIES 21-22

Is located where existing full-time jobs within 1/2 mile walk distance outnumber
project's dwelling units AND the project provides affordable housing according to
the requirements of the City's affordable housing ordinance .

  3.0 0.0

Is located where existing full-time jobs within 1/2 mile walk distance outnumber
project's dwelling units.   2.0 0.0

Provides jobs on an infill site within 1/2 mile walk distance of both existing housing
and an existing (or new) rail, tram, or bus rapid transit stop.   1.0 0.0

33.5 0.0

SLL CREDIT: BROWNFIELD
REMEDIATION 18

19-20

LEED CREDIT LIBRARY:
https://www.usgbc.org/credits/lt43

Mixed-use TAZs must use whichever TAZ vehicle
distance traveled is greater, either residential per capita
or nonresidential per employee.

Scoring slightly altered from LEED CREDIT LIBRARY.

Scoring slightly different than LEED_v4_ND; see LT
CREDIT: ACCESS TO QUALITY TRANSIT.

Weekday and weekend values must apply for YES to be
selected in any row; use row for which minimum
thresholds are met.

SLL CREDIT: HOUSING AND
JOBS PROXIMITY 23

LT CREDIT: ACCESS TO
QUALITY TRANSIT

Select YES if the project is
located within a region
served by a metropolitan
planning organization
(MPO) and within a
transportation analysis
zone (TAZ), where either
(a) the current annual
home-based vehicle
distance traveled per
capita (if TAZ is 100%
residential) or (b) the
annual nonhome-based
vehicle distance traveled
per employee (if TAZ is
100% non-residential) is:

(Select YES for only one
row, NO for all others)

Select YES if at least 50%
of dwelling units and
nonresidential use
entrances project are
within walking distance (1/4
mile for buses or
streetcars and 1/2 mile for
rail and bus rapid transit)
of existing or planned
transit AND:

(Select YES for only one
row, NO for all others)

O
TH

ER

Select YES if the project
(select only one option):

Contaminated
sites

Select YES if the project:

(Select YES for only one
row, NO for the other)

15 Transit service

14

16 Vehicle miles
traveled

18 Jobs and housing
proximity
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POSSIBLE ACHIEVED

19 Building entry Select YES if the
project has:

Public-facing building entries (onto any public space except a parking lot) on 90% of buidling
frontage.   NPD PREREQUISITE:

WALKABLE STREETS 29

20 Height-to-street ratio Select YES if the
project has:

A minimum "building-height-to-street width-ratio" of 1 to 3 (1 foot of building height for every 3
feet of street width) along at least 15% of street length.   NPD PREREQUISITE:

WALKABLE STREETS 29

21 Sidewalks Select YES if the
project has: Sidewalks along 90% of street length (both sides of the street).   NPD PREREQUISITE:

WALKABLE STREETS 29

22 Garage doors Select YES if the
project has: Garage doors along no more than 20% of street length.   NPD PREREQUISITE:

WALKABLE STREETS 29

At least 80% of the total linear distance of building façades facing the circulation network in
the project is no more than 18 feet from the property line.   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 33

At least 50% of the total linear distance of building façades facing the circulation network in
the project is no more than 18 feet from the property line.   0.5 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 33

24 Sidewalk-building
distance II (bonus)

Select YES if: At least 50% of the total linear distance of mixed-use and nonresidential façades facing the
circulation network in the project is within one foot of a sidewalk or equivalent walking route.   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 33

Functional building entries at an average of 30 feet or less along nonresidential or mixed-use
buildings or blocks.   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 33

Functional building entries at an average of 75 feet or less along nonresidential or mixed-use
buildings or blocks.   0.5 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 33

26 Windows I: glass Select YES if the
project has:

All ground-level retail, service, and trade uses that face a public space have clear glass on at
least 60% of their façades between 3 and 8 feet above grade.   0.5 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 34

27 Windows II: shutters Select YES if the
project has:

Any ground-level retail, service, or trade windows facing the circulation network must be kept
visible (unshuttered) at night.   0.5 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 34

Note that item (l) on the walkable streets
credits (p34 on LEED_v4_ND) has not been
included in this list. Item (l) pertains to
nonresidential or mixed-use projects.

28 Walls Select YES if the
project has: No blank walls more than 50 feet along sidewalks.   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 34

29 Parking Select YES if the
project has: Frequent on-street parking (available along at least 70% of streets).   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 34
This is likely not necessary in Davis. Council
may want to consider no parking minimum
requirement.

31 Sidewalks II (bonus) Select YES if the
project has: Sidewalks along 100% of street length (both sides of the street).   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 34

32 Elevated ground
floors

Select YES if the
project has:

Elevated ground-floors for at least half of all dwelling units (at least 24 inches above sidewalk
grade).   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 34

33 Height-to-street ratio II
(bonus)

Select YES if the
project has:

A minimum "building-height-to-street width-ratio" of 1 to 3 (1 foot of building height for every 3
feet of street width) along at least 40% of street length.   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 34 Citizens' Guide says 30%; LEED_v4_ND says
40%. Latter chosen.

34 Speeds Select YES if the
project has:

Low design speeds for most streets (20 mph for 75% of residential length, 25 mph for 70% of
non-residential length).   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 34

35 Driveway crossings Select YES if the
project has: Driveway crossings along no more than 10% of sidewalk length.   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: WALKABLE

STREETS 35

36 Trees Select YES if the
project has:

60% of street length lined with non-invasive trees (spaced an average of at least 40 feet from
trunk center to trunk center).   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: TREE-LINED AND

SHADED STREETSCAPES 53 Possible native instead of only non-invasive
plants.

37 Shade Select YES if the
project has: Noon-time shade along at least 40% of sidewalks.   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: TREE-LINED AND

SHADED STREETSCAPES 53

38 Grade crossings I
(general)

Select YES if the
project has:

Includes bicycle/pedestrian grade-seperated crossings of barriers (arterial streets, railroad
tracks, drainage channels)  

39 Grade crossings II:
property rights

Select YES if the
project has: Secured property rights for the needed right-of-ways on property on other side of the project  

40 Grade crossings III:
already constructed

Select YES if the
project has:

Committed to construct all required grade-separated crossings prior to the first residential
project being occupied   1.0 0.0

41 Grade crossings IV:
underpasses

Select YES if the
project has: Committed to construct all required grade-separated crossings as underpasses   1.0 0.0

REQUIRED

REQUIRED

REQUIRED

REQUIRED

CATEGORY ITEM INSTRUCTIONS OPTIONS/CRITERIA YES NO
W

A
LK

A
B

LE
 S

TR
EE

TS

Select YES if the
project has:

(Select YES for only
one row, NO for the
other)

REQUIRED

REQUIRED

Sidewalk-building
distance I

Select YES if:

(Select YES for only
one row, NO for the
other)

Point scheme for 23-34 slightly altered from
both Citizens' Guide and LEED_v4_ND; total
number of points possible in the "Walkable
Streets" category equals Citizens' Guide (12)
but exceeds LEED_v4_ND walkable streets
credits (9).

POINTS LEED_v4_ND SOURCE LEED_v4_
ND PAGE NOTES REQ-

INDEXQ#

23

25 Building entries
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42 Minimum density Select YES if the
project:

Meets minimum required densities: at least 7 dwelling units per acre for residential and 0.50
floor-area ratio for non-residential, or higher densities for projects with access to quality
transit. Minimum densities must be met for both (1) the entire project at full build-out and (2)
the portion of the project that will be built within five years of the date that the first new
building of any type is occupied.

  NPD PREREQUISITE:
COMPACT DEVELOPMENT 31

Has a residential density of >63 DU/acre on buildable land; nonresidential density >3.0 FAR   7.0 0.0

Has a residential density of >38 and ≤63 DU/acre on buildable land; nonresidential density
>2.25 and ≤3.0 FAR   6.0 0.0

Has a residential density of >25 and ≤38 DU/acre on buildable land; nonresidential density
>1.75 and ≤2.25 FAR   5.0 0.0

Has a residential density of >18 and ≤25 DU/acre on buildable land; nonresidential density
>1.25 and ≤1.75 FAR   4.0 0.0

Has a residential density of >13 and ≤18 DU/acre on buildable land; nonresidential density
>1.0 and ≤1.25 FAR   3.0 0.0

Has a residential density of >10 and ≤13 DU/acre on buildable land; nonresidential density
>0.75 and ≤1.0 FAR   2.0 0.0

Has a residential density of >7 and ≤10 DU/acre on buildable land; nonresidential density >0.5
and ≤0.75 FAR   1.0 0.0

44 Connected community Select YES if the
project:

(1) Includes a street or pathway into the project at least every 800 feet, AND has at least 140
intersections per square mile within the project; OR
(2) Has no internal streets but is surrounded (within 1/4 mile) by an existing street network of
at least 90 intersections per mile.

  NPD PREREQUISITE:
CONNECTED COMMUNITY 32

45 Street network Select YES if the
project:

(1) Does not include cul-de-sacs; AND
(2) Includes a street or pathway into the project at least every 400 feet; AND
(3) Has ≥300 intersections per square mile.

  1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: CONNECTED
AND OPEN COMMUNITY 42

46 Street network II
(bonus)

Select YES if the
project: Has ≥400 intersections per square mile.   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: CONNECTED

AND OPEN COMMUNITY 42

Walking access (within 1/4 mile) to >19 existing or new uses within neighborhood centers   4.0 0.0

Walking access (within 1/4 mile) to 12-19 existing or new uses within neighborhood centers   3.0 0.0

Walking access (within 1/4 mile) to 8-11 existing or new uses within neighborhood centers   2.0 0.0

Walking access (within 1/4 mile) to 4-7 existing or new uses within neighborhood centers   1.0 0.0

A Simpson Diversity Index score of ≥0.7 across housing types   3.0 0.0

A Simpson Diversity Index score of ≥0.6 to <0.7 across housing types   2.0 0.0

A Simpson Diversity Index score of >0.5 to <0.6 across housing types   1.0 0.0

100% Affordable (very low- and low-income) rental units   5.0 0.0

≥75% and <100% Affordable (very low- and low-income) rental units   4.0 0.0

≥50% and <75% Affordable (very low- and low-income) rental units   3.0 0.0

≥25% and<50% Affordable (very low- and low-income) rental units   2.0 0.0

≥15% and <25% Affordable (very low- and low-income) rental units   1.0 0.0

≥15% very low-income units   3.0 0.0

≥10% and <15% very low-income units   2.0 0.0

≥5% very low-income units   1.0 0.0

≥25% of total for-sale units priced ≤120% AMI   3.0 0.0

≥20% and <25% of total for-sale units priced ≤120% AMI   2.0 0.0

≥15% and <20% of total for-sale units priced ≤120% AMI   1.0 0.0

NPD CREDIT: COMPACT
DEVELOPMENT

36

See density thresholds for mixed-use
projects. See buildable land for guidelines.

City Council may want to increase these point
values, given the importance of density.
Creating more finely differentiated categories
is also a possibility.

M
IX

ED
 U

SE
S

47 Mixed land uses

Select YES if the
project has:

(Select YES for only
one row, NO for all
others)

NPD CREDIT: MIXED-USE
NEIGHBORHOODS 37

Category ranges (i.e., number of uses for
each row) are slightly different in
LEED_v4_ND and Citizen's Guide; went with
former.

43

REQUIRED

REQUIRED

NPD CREDIT: HOUSING TYPES
AND AFFORDABILITY

NPD CREDIT: HOUSING TYPES
AND AFFORDABILITY 40 Adjust thresholds based on requirements in

for-sale ordinance.

40

Reworks LEED_v4_ND Housing Affordability
Credit. Pending adoption of updated
inclusionary housing ordinance (slated for
June 20 City Council agenda)

NPD CREDIT: HOUSING TYPES
AND AFFORDABILITY 39

NPD CREDIT: HOUSING TYPES
AND AFFORDABILITY 40

Given our emphasis on affordable housing,
changed thresholds from LEED_v4_ND.
Greatly lifts total housing affordability points
from 5 (LEED_v4_ND) to a total of 20 if all
criteria are satisfied at the highest levels in
items 48-53.

C
O

M
PA

CT
 D

EV
EL

O
PM

EN
T

Ideal density

Select YES if the
project:

(Select YES for only
one row, NO for all
others)

N
EI

G
H

BO
RH

O
O

D
CO

NN
EC

TI
O

NS
A

FF
O

RD
AB

LE
, D

IV
ER

SE
 H

O
U

SI
N

G

50 Rental affordability
(mix)

Select YES if the
project has:

(Select YES for only
one row, NO for all
others)

51 For-sale affordability
(total percentage)

Select YES if the
project provides:

(Select YES for only
one row, NO for all
others)

48 Housing diversity

Select YES if the
project has:

(Select YES for only
one row, NO for all
others)

49 Rental affordability
(total percentage)

Select YES if the
project provides:

(Select YES for only
one row, NO for all
others)
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≥15% of total for-sale units priced ≤100% AMI   3.0 0.0

≥10% and <15% of total for-sale units priced ≤100% AMI   2.0 0.0

≥5% of total for-sale units priced ≤100% AMI   1.0 0.0

≥10% permanent supportive housing units   3.0 0.0

≥5% and <10% permanent supportive housing units   2.0 0.0

>0% and <5% permanent supportive housing units   1.0 0.0

54 Parking Select YES if the
project:

(1) Minimizes total surface parking area (≤20% of development area) AND includes no
individual surface >2 acres; AND
(2) Locates any off-street parking at the side or rear of buildings (not along the sidewalk); AND
(3) Provides bicycle storage for building occupants to meet demand; AND
(4) Bicycle parking for visitors to meet demand; AND
(5) Spaces for carpool or shared vehicles (equivalent to at least 10% of the total off-street
parking spaces for each nonresidential and mixed-use building on the site).

  1.0 0.0 LT CREDIT: REDUCED
PARKING FOOTPRINT 41

May want to be more specific on bike storage
and parking percentages.  City bicycle
parking standards must be met.

55 Transit stop design Select YES if the
project: Includes shelters, benches, lighting, and information displays at all new and existing stops.   1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: TRANSIT

FACILITIES 43

56 Transit passes Select YES if the
project:

Provides transit passes valid for at least one year, subsidized to 100% of regular price, to each
resident and employee locating within the project during at least the first three years of project
occupancy (or longer).

  0.5 0.0
NPD CREDIT:
TRANSPORTATION DEMAND
MANAGEMENT

44

57 Transit services Select YES if the
project:

Provides developer-sponsored-transit services—such as a shuttle—to off-site employment
centers and/or major transit facilities, with a service no less frequent thatn 45 daily weekday
trips and 30 daily weekend trips.

  0.5 0.0
NPD CREDIT:
TRANSPORTATION DEMAND
MANAGEMENT

44

58 Vehicle sharing
facilities

Select YES if the
project: Well-publicized vehicle sharing facilities on-site or within ¼ mile walk distance.   0.5 0.0

NPD CREDIT:
TRANSPORTATION DEMAND
MANAGEMENT

44-45

59 Parking cost Select YES if the
project:

(1) For 90% of dwelling units or non-residential space, the associated parking spaces must be
sold or rented separately from the dwelling units or non-residential space; AND
(2) Set parking fees for all off-street parking equal to or greater than the cost of monthly
usage for public transit.

  0.5 0.0
NPD CREDIT:
TRANSPORTATION DEMAND
MANAGEMENT

45
City Council may choose to make cost of
parking (much) greater than, not equal to,
transit cost.

60 Transportation
demand management

Select YES if the
project:

Includes a comprehensive transportation demand management (TDM) program to reduce trips
by 20%.   0.5 0.0

NPD CREDIT:
TRANSPORTATION DEMAND
MANAGEMENT

44

61 Civic and public space Select YES if the
project:

Locates 90% of planned and existing dwelling units and nonresidential use entrances within a
¼ mile (400 meters) walk of at least one civic and passive use space, such as squares, parks,
paseos, and plazas.

  1.0 0.0
NPD CREDIT:
TRANSPORTATION DEMAND
MANAGEMENT

46

62 Recreational facilities Select YES if the
project:

Is located so that a publicly accessible outdoor recreation facility at least 1 acre (0.4 hectares)
in area, or a publicly accessible indoor recreational facility of at least 25,000 square feet (2325
square meters), lies within a ½-mile (800-meter) walking distance of 90% of new and existing
dwelling units and nonresidential use entrances.

  1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: ACCESS TO
RECREATION FACILITIES 47

63 Universal design Select YES if the
project:

(1) For residential projects, offers universal accessibility for people of diverse abilities in 20%
of dwelling units; OR
(2) For non-residential projects, offer universal accessibility for people of diverse abilities along
100% of public rights-of-way.

  1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: VISITABILITY AND
UNIVERSAL DESIGN 48-50

(1) Relies on multiple forms of community input and feedback as above, but also conducts a
public design charrette of at least two days or obtains an endorsement from a smart growth
jury or program; OR

  2.0 0.0

(2) Relies on multiple forms of community input and feedback to guide project concept and
design, both before and during development.   1.0 0.0

65 Local food Select YES if the
project:

(1) Permanently set aside gardening space, free local produce shares (from within 150 miles
for at least 80% of dwelling units for at least two years) for residents, or proximity to a farmer’s
market (on-site or within ½ mile walk distance); AND
(2) Allows growing of produce, including in yards or on balconies, patios, or rooftops.

  1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: LOCAL FOOD
PRODUCTION 51

66 Neighborhood
schools

Select YES if the
project:

(1) Is located within walking distance of a school (½ mile for elementary and middle schools; 1
mile for high schools); AND
(2) New school campuses included in the project are no larger than 5 acres (elementary), 10
acres (middle schools), or 15 acres (high schools).

  1.0 0.0 NPD CREDIT: NEIGHBORHOOD
SCHOOLS 54

59.5 0.0

NPD CREDIT: COMMUNITY
OUTREACH AND INVOLVEMENT 50

NPD CREDIT: HOUSING TYPES
AND AFFORDABILITY 40

[NONE] Entirely new topic; not included in
LEED_v4_ND.

Select YES if the
project:

(Select YES for only
one row, NO for the
other)
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Select YES if the
project provides:

(Select YES for only
one row, NO for all
others)
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64 Community
participation

52 For-sale affordability
(mix)

Select YES if the
project has:

(Select YES for only
one row, NO for all
others)

53 Permanent supportive
housing

06-06-23 City Council Meeting 08 - 11



POSSIBLE ACHIEVED

67 Erosion Select YES if the project: Creates and implements an erosion and sedimentation control plan for construction activities, reducing soil erosion and
downstream pollution.  

GIB PREREQUISITE:
CONSTRUCTION
ACTIVITY POLLUTION
PREVENTION

60

68 Conservation Select YES if the project: (1) Preserves all heritage trees and most other noninvasive trees, especially larger ones; AND
(2) Preserves at least 10% of previously undeveloped land on the project site.   1 0.0 MINIMIZED SITE

DISTURBANCE 69-70

69 Minimum energy
efficiency Select YES if the project: 90% of building square footage meets minimum energy efficiency requirements.  

GIB PREREQUISITE:
MINIMUM BUILDING
ENERGY
PERFORMANCE

56-57

(1) 90% of building square footage in the project demonstrates an average percentage improvement of 20% over
ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1–2010, with errata. Buildings undergoing major renovations as part of the project
must demonstrate an average percentage improvement of 18%. Core and shell buildings must demonstrate an average
percentage improvement of 15%; OR

  3 0.0

(2) 90% of building square footage in the project complies with all of the requirements of Option 2 in GIB Prerequisite
Minimum Building Energy Performance AND complies with the applicable recommendations and standards in Chapter
4, Design Strategies and Recommendations by Climate Zone, for the appropriate ASHRAE 50% Advanced Energy
Design Guide and climate zone; OR

  2 0.0

(3) 90% of building square footage in the project demonstrates an average percentage improvement of 12% over
ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1–2010, with errata. Buildings undergoing major renovations as part of the project
must demonstrate an average percentage improvement of 10%. Core and shell buildings must demonstrate an average
percentage improvement of 11%

  1 0.0

71 Orientation Select YES if the project:

(1) Orients 75% of buildings or dense blocks length-wise along east-west axes (within 15 degrees) to maximize passive
and active solar access; OR
(2) Orients 75% or more of the project’s total building floor area (excluding existing buildings) such that one axis of each
qualifying building is at least 1.5 times longer than the other, and the longer axis is within 15 degrees of geographical
east-west.

  1 0.0 GIB CREDIT: SOLAR
ORIENTATION 74

(1) Generates renewable energy on-site, providing ≥20% of the project's annual electrical thermal and energy cost;   3 0.0

(2) Generates renewable energy on-site, providing ≥12.5% and <20% of the project's annual electrical thermal and
energy cost;   2 0.0

(3) Generates renewable energy on-site, providing ≥5% and <12.5% of the project's annual electrical thermal and
energy cost;   1 0.0

73 Heating and
cooling Select YES if the project: Provides at least 80% of building heating and cooling through a shared neighborhood-wide system.   2 0.0 GIB CREDIT: DISTRICT

HEATING AND COOLING 76

74 Neighborhood
infrastructure Select YES if the project: Provides energy-efficient new neighborhood infrastructure such as traffic lights, street lights, and water and wastewater

pumps (15% annual energy reduction over an estimated baseline energy use for this infrastructure).   1 0.0
GIB CREDIT:
INFRASTRUCTURE
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

77

75
Minimum water
efficiency Select YES if the project: Meets minimum water efficiency requirements for buildings.  

GIB PREREQUISITE:
INDOOR WATER USE
REDUCTION

58-59

76
Improved water
efficiency Select YES if the project: Exceeds increasing water efficiency thresholds for buildings.   1 0.0 GIB CREDIT: INDOOR

WATER USE REDUCTION 64-65

77 Landscaping water Select YES if the project: (1) Shows that the landscape does not require permanent irrigation beyond a two-year establishment period; OR
(2) Reduces its landscape water requirement by ≥30% from the calculated baseline for the site's peak watering month.   1 0.0 GIB CREDIT: OUTDOOR

WATER USE REDUCTION 66 Could use Davis averages as a baseline.

Is able to retain and treat all stormwater on-site from an 95th percentile rainstorm   4 0.0 More than 95% of storms for the past 20 years

Is able to retain and treat all stormwater on-site from an 90th percentile rainstorm   3 0.0 More than 90% of storms for the past 20 years

Is able to retain and treat all stormwater on-site from an 85th percentile rainstorm   2 0.0 More than 85% of storms for the past 20 years

Is able to retain and treat all stormwater on-site from an 80th percentile rainstorm   1 0.0 More than 80% of storms for the past 20 years

Treats and reuses 50% of wastewater on-site   2 0.0

Treats and reuses 25% of wastewater on-site   1 0.0

REQUIRED

79

GIB CREDIT:
RAINWATER
MANAGEMENT

71

GIB CREDIT:
WASTEWATER
MANAGEMENT

78

EN
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Y 
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72

GIB CREDIT: OPTIMIZE
BUILDING ENERGY
PERFORMANCE

62-63

GIB CREDIT:
RENEWABLE ENERGY
PRODUCTION

75
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70 Improved energy
efficiency

Select YES if:

(Select YES for only one
row, NO for all others)

NOTES REQ-
INDEX

REQUIRED

REQUIRED

On-site energy
Select YES if the project:

(Select YES for only one
row, NO for all others)

YES NO POINTS LEED_v4_ND
SOURCE

LEED_v4_
ND PAGECATEGORY # TOPIC INSTRUCTIONS OPTIONS/CRITERIA

W
AT

ER
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A
NA

G
EM
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T

78 Stormwater
Select YES if the project:

(Select YES for only one
row, NO for all others)

Wastewater
Select YES if the project:

(Select YES for only one
row, NO for the other)
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80 LEED building Select YES if the project: Uses LEED or a similar green building rating system to certify at least one project building.  
GIB PREREQUISITE:
CERTIFIED GREEN
BUILDING

55 City Council may want to consider dropping this
requirement.

≥50% of the project's building square footage is certified through LEED or a similar green building system   5 0.0

≥40% and <50% of the project's building square footage is certified through LEED or a similar green building system   4 0.0

≥30% and <40% of the project's building square footage is certified through LEED or a similar green building system   3 0.0

≥20% and <30% of the project's building square footage is certified through LEED or a similar green building system   2 0.0

≥10% and <20% of the project's building square footage is certified through LEED or a similar green building system   1 0.0

82
Reuse of building
stock Select YES if the project: (1) Reuses and restores at least 20% of the existing building stock; OR

(2) Is an development without pre-existing building stock.   1 0.0 GIB CREDIT: BUILDING
REUSE 67

83 Historic building Select YES if the project: Includes a historic building(s), and rehabilitates if necessary.   1 0.0

GIB CREDIT: HISTORIC
RESOURCE
PRESERVATION AND
ADAPTIVE REUSE

68 City Council may want to consider dropping this
requirement. May not be applicable.

84 Heat islands Select YES if the project:
(1) Contains solar-reflective or vegetated roofs for 75% of the roof area of all new buildings; OR
(2) At least 50% of roads, sidewalks, parking area, and other "hardscape" are covered by shade, open-grid percious
paving, or solar-reflective paving.

  1 0.0 GIB CREDIT: HEAT
ISLAND REDUCTION 72

85 Recycled content Select YES if the project: Uses recycled content in ≥50% of the total mass of public infrastructure materials such as paving, road base, and
water/sewer piping.   1 0.0

GIB CREDIT: RECYCLED
AND REUSED
INFRASTRUCTURE

79

86 Solid waste
management Select YES if the project:

Provides (or offsets cost of)  at least four of the following five:

(1) Recycling services for residents
(2) Hazardous waste disposal services for residents
(3) Composting services for residents
(4) Recycling receptacles on every mixed-use or non-residential block
(5) Recycling or salvaging of at least 50% of construction waste

  1 0.0 GIB CREDIT: SOLID
WASTE MANAGEMENT 80

87 Light pollution Select YES if the project:

(1) Has motion sensors in “shared areas” (publicly or privately owned) to reduce lighting when unoccupied and during
daylight hours; AND
(2) Limits “light trespass” to surrounding areas by directing exterior lighting downward and reducing its brightness,
especially in rural areas and residential or mixed use neighborhoods

  1 0.0 GIB CREDIT: LIGHT
POLLUTION REDUCTION 81

30.0 0.0

81 61

REQUIRED

GIB CREDIT: CERTIFIED
GREEN BUILDINGSLEED percentage

Select YES if the project:

(Select YES for only one
row, NO for all others)

O
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88 Easement/agricultural land
value

Add one bonus point for each $1M in conservation
easements and land title provided above the required
2:1 easement minimum.

0.0

Will be based on a table of generic land values in the
Planning Area, weighted by soil quality. Valuation should be
in net present value terms (i.e., future contributions should
be subject to a discount rate). Fractional points possible
(e.g., $1.5 million = 1.5 points).  Applicants may provide
their own estimates and rationale.

89 Community amenities
Add one bonus point for each $1M in community
amenities provided within an approved list. Amenities
should not be required by or listed in other items or
laws, including EIR mitigation measures.

0.0

Will be based on an approved list to be created and/or
amenties cited by City studies as desired or needed (fire
facilities, community recreation facilities, drainage, etc.).
Valuation should be in net present value terms (i.e., future
contributions should be subject to a discount rate).
Fractional points possible (e.g., $1.5 million = 1.5 points).

90 Housing trust fund
Add one bonus point for each $1M in contributions to
the Housing Trust Fund. Contributions must not count
towards meeting any affordable housing or other
requirements.

0.0
Valuation should be in net present value terms (i.e., future
contributions should be subject to a discount rate).
Fractional points possible (e.g., $1.5 million = 1.5 points).

91 Carbon mitigation fund
Add one bonus point for each $1M in contributions to
the Carbon Mitigation Fund. Contributions must not
count towards meeting any environmental or other
requirements.

0.0
Valuation should be in net present value terms (i.e., future
contributions should be subject to a discount rate).
Fractional points possible (e.g., $1.5 million = 1.5 points).

92 Sphere of influence Add one bonus point if the site is located with the City
of Davis Sphere of Influence. 0.0

0.0

# TOPIC INSTRUCTIONS ACHIEVED NOTES
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LEED_v4_ND section PAGE(S)

Bicycle network

Meet the requirements of at least one of the following two options:

 Option 1. Bikable Location. Locate the project such that the project boundary is within ¼ mile (400 meters) bicycling distance of an
existing bicycle network that connects to at least one of the following.
- at least 10 diverse uses;
-  a school or employment center, if the project total floor area is 50% or more residential;
- a bus rapid transit stop, light or heavy rail station, commuter rail station, or ferry terminal.
All destinations must be within a 3-mile (4800-meter) bicycling distance of the project boundary.

Option 2. Bicycle Network. Design the project such that at least 50% of dwelling units and nonresidential use entrances are located
on an existing or planned bicycle network extending at least 3 continuous miles (4.8 contiguous kilometers). Within those 3 miles
(4.8 kilometers), the network must connect to one of the following: a school; an employment center; or at least 10 diverse uses.

LT CREDIT: BICYCLE
FACILITIES 21-22

Buildable land

The portion of the site where construction can occur, including land voluntarily set aside and not constructed on. When used in
density calculations, buildable land excludes public rights-of-way and land excluded from development by codified law or LEED for
Neighborhood Development prerequisites.

Buildable land (Figure 8) is an important element of a project because it is the denominator in the calculation of land-use densities.
First, determine the base amount of buildable land in the project. Then, if additional land is voluntarily set aside and protected from
development, it may be moved into the nonbuildable category, not to exceed 15% of the base amount of buildable land. To be
considered nonbuildable under this provision, the land must be protected from construction by easement, deed restriction, or other
enforceable legal instrument. Any additional land that is voluntarily set aside and not built on, such as open space, must be
considered buildable (after the first 15%) because it was available for construction but set aside voluntarily.
For example, in a 20-acre project with a 4-acre park required by local government code, the base buildable land would be 16 acres.
Should the developer wish to set aside additional land for permanent protection, up to 15% of the base 16 acres (i.e., up to 2.4
acres) could be set aside and also considered nonbuildable.'

Community input and
feedback

Engage the community in the following ways. Each activity must be led by the development team and be directly related to the LEED
ND project.

Predesign
Meet with adjacent property owners, residents, business owners, and workers; local planning and community development officials;
and any current residents or workers at the project site to solicit and document their input on the proposed project before beginning
design.

Preliminary design
Advertise and host at least one open community meeting other than an official public hearing or recurring citizen advisory meeting, to
generate comments on the preliminary project design concept. Work directly with community associations and/or the local
government to advertise the meeting(s). Collect and summarize comments generated at the meeting(s). Modify the project’s
preliminary design as a direct result of community input, or if modifications are not made, explain why community input did not
generate design modifications.

Ongoing communication
Establish ongoing means for communication between the developer and the community throughout the design and construction
phases and, in cases where the developer maintains any control, after construction.

NPD CREDIT:
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
AND INVOLVEMENT

50

TERM DEFINITION
FOR MORE DETAILS, SEE:

NOTES
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Density thresholds

Design and build the project such that residential and nonresidential components achieve the densities listed at build-out or within
five years of the date that the first new building of any type is occupied (excluding those portions of parking structures devoted to
parking), whichever is lower.

The scoring of a mixed-use project is calculated with a weighted average, according to the following steps.
1. Determine the total floor area of all residential and nonresidential uses.
2. Calculate the percentage residential and percentage nonresidential of the total floor area.
3. Determine the density of each component as measured in dwelling units per acre or hectare and floor-area ratio, respectively.
4. Referring to the table above, find the appropriate points for the densities of the residential and nonresidential components.
5. If the points are different, multiply the point value of the residential component by its percentage of the total floor area and multiply
the point value of the nonresidential component by its percentage.
6. Add the two scores.

NPD CREDIT: COMPACT
DEVELOPMENT 36

Development rights
receiving area

Locate the project within a designated receiving area for development rights under a publicly administered farmland protection
program that provides for the transfer of development rights from lands designated for conservation to lands designated for
development.

SLL PREREQUISITE:
AGRICULTURAL LAND
CONSERVATION

12

Diverse land uses

Categories and use types:
- Food retail:
     Supermarket;
     Grocery with produce section
- Community-serving retail:
     Convenience store;
     Farmers market;
     Hardware store;
     Pharmacy;
     Other retail
- Services:
     Bank;
     Family entertainment venue (e.g., theater, sports);
     Gym, health club, exercise studio;
     Hair care;
     Laundry, dry cleaner;
     Restaurant, café, diner (excluding those with only drive-thru service)
- Civic and community facilities
     Adult or senior care (licensed);
     Child care (licensed);
     Community or recreation center;
     Cultural arts facility (museum, performing arts);
     Education facility (e.g., K—12 school, university, adult education center, vocational school, community college);
     Government office that serves public on-site;
     Medical clinic or office that treats patients;
     Place of worship;
     Police or fire station;
     Post office;
     Public library;
     Public park;
     Social services center
- Community anchor uses (BD&C and ID&C only):
     Commercial office (100 or more full-time equivalent jobs);
     Housing (100 or more dwelling units)

APPENDIX 1 88
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Gardening space

Minimum garden space, by project density

Project density (DU/acre); Growing space (sf/DU)

>7 and ≤14; 200
>14 and ≤22; 100
>22 and ≤28; 80
>28 and ≤35; 70
>35; 60

An established community garden outside the project boundary but within a ½-mile (800-meter) walking distance of the project’s
geographic center can satisfy this option if the garden otherwise meets all the requirements.

NPD CREDIT: LOCAL
FOOD PRODUCTION 51

Flood hazard
development
standards

If the project is an infill site or a previously developed site, select one of the following two options:
- Option 1. American Society of Civil Engineers Standard. For any portion of the site within the flood hazard area, design buildings in
accordance with American Society of Civil Engineers Standard 24-05 (ASCE 24).
- Option 2. National Flood Insurance Program. For any portion of the site within the flood hazard area, design buildings in
accordance with National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) requirements.

On undeveloped sites or portions of the project site that are not previously developed and in the flood hazard area, do not develop
on land that is within either a regulatory floodway or a coastal high hazard area (Zone V), as shown on the flood hazard map. On all
other portions of the site that are not previously developed and in the flood hazard area, design buildings in accordance with ASCE
24 or NFIP.

SLL PREREQUISITE:
FLOODPLAIN
AVOIDANCE

14-15

Habitat conservation
plan equivalent

Work with a qualified biologist or ecologist, a conservation organization, or the appropriate national, state or local agency to create
and implement a conservation plan that includes the following actions:
- Identify and map the extent of the habitat and the appropriate buffer, not less than 100 feet (30 meters), according to best available
scientific information.
- If on-site protection can be accomplished, analyze threats from development and develop a monitoring and management plan that
eliminates or significantly reduces the threats.
- Protect the identified habitat and buffer in perpetuity by donating or selling the land or a conservation easement on the land to an
accredited land trust, conservation organization, or relevant government agency.
- If any portion of the identified habitat and buffer cannot be protected in perpetuity, quantify the effects by acres (hectares) or
number of plants and/or animals affected, and protect from development in perpetuity habitat of similar or better quality, on-site or off-
site, by donating or selling a conservation easement on it to an accredited land trust, conservation organization, or relevant
government agency. The donation or easement must cover an amount of land equal to or larger than the area that cannot be
protected.

SLL PREREQUISITE:
IMPERILED SPECIES
AND ECOLOGICAL
COMMUNITIES
CONSERVATION

8-9

Higher densities for
projects with access
to quality transit

For projects with existing or planned transit service (i.e., service with the funding commitments as specified in SLL Prerequisite
Smart Location) that meets or exceeds the 2-point threshold in SLL Credit Access to Quality Transit, build at the following densities,
based on the walking distances to the transit service specified in that SLL credit:

- for residential components located within the walking distances: 12 or more dwelling units per acre (30 DU per hectare) of buildable
land available for residential uses;
- for residential components falling outside the walking distances: 7 or more dwelling units per acre (17.5 DU per hectare) of
buildable land available for residential uses;
- for nonresidential components located within the walking distances: 0.80 or higher floor-area ratio (FAR) for the buildable land
available for nonresidential uses; and
- for nonresidential components falling outside the walking distances: 0.50 or higher FAR for the buildable land available for
nonresidential uses.

If the project location is served by a transit agency whose guidelines for minimum service densities are greater than the densities
required by this prerequisite, the project must achieve those service densities instead.

NPD PREREQUISITE:
COMPACT
DEVELOPMENT

31

06-06-23 City Council Meeting 08 - 17



LEED_v4_ND section PAGE(S)
TERM DEFINITION

FOR MORE DETAILS, SEE:
NOTES

High-priority
redevelopment area

Any of the following:
- a Federal Opportunity Zone site ;
- a site listed by the EPA National Priorities List;
- a Federal Empowerment Zone site;
- a Federal Enterprise Community site;
- a Federal Renewal Community site;
- a Department of the Treasury Community Development Financial Institutions Fund Qualified LowIncome Community (a subset of
the New Markets Tax Credit Program);
- a site in a U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Qualified Census Tract (QCT) or Difficult Development Area
(DDA).

SLL CREDIT:
PREFERRED LOCATIONS 17

Historic building

This credit is available to projects with at least one historic building, contributing building in a historic district, or cultural landscape
on the project site.

Do not demolish any historic buildings or contributing buildings in a historic district, or portions thereof, or alter any cultural
landscapes as part of the project.

An exception is granted only with approval from an appropriate review body. For buildings or landscapes listed locally, approval must
be granted by the local historic preservation review board, or equivalent. For buildings or landscapes listed in a state register or in
the National Register of Historic Places (or equivalent for projects outside the U.S.), approval must appear in a programmatic
agreement with the state historic preservation office or National Park Service (or local equivalent for projects outside the U.S.).

 If any historic building or a contributing building in a historic district in the project site is to be altered (rehabilitated, preserved, or
restored), use one of the following approaches for each building, as applicable.

- Building subject to local review. Obtain approval, in the form of a certificate of appropriateness, from a local historic preservation
commission or architectural review board for any exterior alterations or additions.

- Building subject to state or federal review. If the building is subject to review by a state historic preservation office or the National
Park Service (or equivalent body for projects outside the U.S.), the alteration must meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
the Treatment of Historic Properties (or equivalent for projects outside the U.S.).

- Listed or eligible building not subject to review. If a building is listed or determined eligible but alteration is not subject to local,
state, or federal review, include on the project team a preservation professional who meets the U.S. federal qualifications for historic
architects or architectural historians (or a local equivalent for projects outside the U.S.). The preservation professional must confirm
adherence to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, or a local equivalent for projects
outside the U.S.

If a cultural landscape is to be rehabilitated, restored, or preserved, do so in accordance with the Guidelines for the Treatment of
Cultural Landscapes or local equivalent for projects outside the U.S. whichever is more stringent.

GIB CREDIT: HISTORIC
RESOURCE
PRESERVATION AND
ADAPTIVE REUSE

68
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Increasing thresholds
for energy efficiency

The requirements apply to 90% of the total building floor area (rounded up to the next whole building) of all nonresidential buildings,
mixed-use buildings, and multiunit residential buildings four stories or more constructed as part of the project or undergoing major
renovations as part of the project. Each counted building must comply with one of the following efficiency options.

Option 1. Whole-Building Energy Simulation (1–2 points)

New buildings must demonstrate an average percentage improvement of 12% (1 point) or 20% (2 points) over ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA
Standard 90.1–2010, with errata. Buildings undergoing major renovations as part of the project must demonstrate an average
percentage improvement of 10% (1 point) or 18% (2 points). Core and shell buildings must demonstrate an average percentage
improvement of 11% (1 point) or 15% (2 points). To determine percentage improvement, follow the method outlined in GIB
Prerequisite Minimum Building Energy Performance.

OR

Option 2. Prescriptive Compliance: ASHRAE 50% Advanced Energy Design Guide (2 points)

To be eligible for Option 2, project must comply with all of requirements of Option 2 in GIB Prerequisite Minimum Building Energy
Performance.

AND

Comply with the applicable recommendations and standards in Chapter 4, Design Strategies and
Recommendations by Climate Zone, for the appropriate ASHRAE 50% Advanced Energy Design Guide and climate zone. For
projects outside the U.S., consult ASHRAE/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1–2010, Appendixes B and D, to determine the
appropriate climate zone.

GIB CREDIT: OPTIMIZE
BUILDING ENERGY
PERFORMANCE

62-63
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Increasing thresholds
for water efficiency

Nonresidential Buildings, Mixed-Use Buildings, and Multifamily Residential Buildings Four Stories or More

For new buildings and buildings undergoing major renovations as part of the project, reduce indoor water usage by an average of
40% from a baseline.
All newly installed toilets, urinals, private lavatory faucets, and showerheads that are eligible for labeling must be WaterSense
labeled (or local equivalent for projects outside the U.S.).
For fixtures and fittings listed in Table 1, as applicable to the project scope, calculate the baseline water consumption using
estimated occupant usage.

The design case is calculated as a weighted average of water usage for the buildings constructed as part of the project, based on
their floor area.

Table 1. Baseline water consumption of fixtures and fittings

Fixture or fitting  Baseline (IP units)
Toilet (water closet)* 1.6 gpf
Urinal* 1.0 gpf
Public lavatory (restroom) faucet 0.5 gpm at 60 psi**
all others except private applications
Private lavatory faucet* 2.2 gpm at 60 psi
Kitchen faucet 2.2 gpm at 60 psi
     (excluding faucets used exclusively for filling operations)
Showerhead*  2.5 gpm at 80 psi per shower stall

* WaterSense label available for this

New Single-Family Residential Buildings and New Multiunit Residential Buildings Three Stories or Fewer

90% of buildings must use a combination of fixtures and fittings that would earn 4 points under LEED v4 for Building Design and
Construction: Homes and Multifamily Lowrise v4 WE Credit Indoor Water Use.

GIB CREDIT: INDOOR
WATER USE REDUCTION 64-65

Infill

A site that meets any of the following four conditions:

a. At least 75% of its boundary borders parcels that individually are at least 50% previously developed, and that in aggregate are at
least 75% previously developed.
b. The site, in combination with bordering parcels, forms an aggregate parcel whose boundary is 75% bounded by parcels that
individually are at least 50% previously developed, and that in aggregate are at least 75% previously developed.
c. At least 75% of the land area, exclusive of rights-of-way, within 1/2 mile (800 meters) of the project boundary is previously
developed.
d. The lands within 1/2 mile (800 meters) of the project boundary have a preproject connectivity of at least 140 intersections per
square mile (54 intersections per square kilometer).

[See LEED REFERENCE
GUIDE FOR
NEIGHBORHOOD
DEVELOPMENT, FULL
VERSION]

[15-21]
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Limits development
of steep slopes

Ensure that the share of the development footprint on existing slopes less than 15% is greater than the share of the project site with
existing slopes greater than 15%.

On any existing, previously developed slopes steeper than 15%, restore the slope area with native plants or noninvasive adapted
plants, according to the table below. In addition, on any existing, undeveloped slopes steeper than 15%, limit the development area
according to the table below.

Slope                         Previously developed slopes: % of area to be restored                 Undeveloped slopes: % of area
permitted for development
> 40%                   100%                                                                                  No development permitted
26% to 40%           60%                                                                                    40%
>15% to 25%         40%                                                                                    60%

For undeveloped slopes steeper than 40%, do not disturb portions of the project site within 50 feet (15 meters) horizontally of the top
of the slope and 75 feet (23 meters) horizontally from the toe of the slope.

SLL CREDIT: STEEP
SLOPE PROTECTION 24

Located near
neighborhood assets

Include a residential component equaling at least 30% of the project’s total building gross floor area (exclusive of portions of parking
structures devoted exclusively to parking) and locate the project near existing uses (see Appendix 1) such that the project boundary
is within a ¼-mile (400-meter) walking distance of at least five uses, or such that the project’s geographic center is within a ½-mile
(800-meter) walking distance of at least seven uses. The following restrictions apply.
- A use counts as only one type (e.g., a retail store may be counted only once even if it sells products in several categories).
- No more than two uses in each use type may be counted (e.g., if five restaurants are within the required distance, only two may be
counted).
- The uses accessible to the project must represent at least two categories.

SLL PREREQUISITE:
SMART LOCATION 7

Low vehicle miles
traveled

Locate the project within a region served by a metropolitan planning organization (MPO) and within a transportation analysis zone
(TAZ), where either (a) the current annual home-based vehicle distance traveled per capita (if TAZ is 100% residential) or (b) the
annual nonhome-based vehicle distance traveled per employee (if TAZ is 100% non-residential) does not exceed 90% of the average
of the equivalent metropolitan region value.  Additional credit may be awarded for increasing levels of performance, as indicated in
the table below. Mixed-use TAZs must use whichever TAZ vehicle distance traveled is greater, either residential per capita or
nonresidential per employee.

Percentage of average regional
vehicle distance traveled per capita        Points

81–90%                                                1

71–80%                                                2

61–70%                                                3

51–60%                                                4

41–50%                                                5

31–40%                                                6

30 or less                                              7

[ONLINE LEED CREDIT
LIBRARY:
https://www.usgbc.org/cre
dits/lt43 ]

Guidance not available in
free-to-download
documents
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Minimum energy
efficiency
requirements

The requirements apply to 90% of the total  building floor area (rounded up to the next whole building) of all nonresidential buildings,
mixed-use buildings, and multiunit residential buildings four stories or more constructed as part of the project or undergoing major
renovations as part of the project. Each counted building must comply with one of the following options.

Option 1. Whole-Building Energy Simulation
Demonstrate an average improvement of 5% for new buildings, 3% for major building renovations, or 2% for core and shell buildings
over ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1–2010, with errata (or a USGBC-approved equivalent standard for projects outside the
U.S.) across all buildings pursuing Option 1. Multiple buildings may be grouped into a single energy model, provided (1) the building
type (new construction, major renovation, or core and shell) is consistent for all buildings included in the energy model, or (2) an
average 5% improvement is
demonstrated for the entire energy model. Calculate the baseline building performance according to ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard
90.1–2010, Appendix G, with errata, using a simulation model.

Buildings must meet the minimum percentage savings before taking credit for renewable energy systems.
Each building’s proposed design must meet the following criteria:
•        compliance with the mandatory provisions of ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1–2010, with errata
(or a USGBC-approved equivalent standard for projects outside the U.S.);
•        inclusion of all energy consumption and costs within and associated with the building project; and
•        comparison against a baseline building that complies with Standard 90.1–2010, Appendix G, with errata (or a USGBC-
approved equivalent standard for projects outside the U.S.).

Document the energy modeling input assumptions for unregulated loads. Unregulated loads should be modeled accurately to reflect
the actual expected energy consumption of the building.

If unregulated loads are not identical for both the baseline and the proposed building performance rating, and the simulation program
cannot accurately model the savings, follow the exceptional calculation method (ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1–2010, G2.5).
Alternatively, use the COMNET modeling guidelines and procedures to document measures that reduce unregulated loads.

GIB PREREQUISITE:
MINIMUM BUILDING
ENERGY PERFORMANCE

56-57
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Minimum energy
efficiency
requirements (cont)

GIB PREREQUISITE:
MINIMUM BUILDING
ENERGY PERFORMANCE

56-57

Option 2. Prescriptive Compliance: ASHRAE 50% Advanced Energy Design Guide
Comply with the mandatory and prescriptive provisions of ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1–2010, with errata (or a USGBC-
approved equivalent standard for projects outside the U.S.).

Comply with HVAC and service water heating requirements applicable to the each building, including equipment efficiency,
economizers, ventilation, and ducts and dampers, for the appropriate ASHRAE 50% Advanced Energy Design Guide and climate
zone:
•        ASHRAE 50% Advanced Energy Design Guide for Small to Medium Office Buildings, for office buildings smaller than 100,000
square feet (9 290 square meters);
•        ASHRAE 50% Advanced Energy Design Guide for Medium to Large Box Retail Buildings, for retail buildings with 20,000 to
100,000 square feet (1 860 to 9 290 square meters); • ASHRAE 50% Advanced Energy Design Guide for K–12 School Buildings; or
• ASHRAE 50% Advanced Energy Design Guide for Large Hospitals.
•        Over 100,000 square feet (9 290 square meters)

 For projects outside the U.S., consult ASHRAE/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1–2010, Appendixes B and D, to determine the
appropriate climate zone.

Option 3. Prescriptive Compliance: Advanced Buildings Core Performance Guide
Comply with the mandatory and prescriptive provisions of ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1–2010, with errata (or USGBC
approved equivalent standard for projects outside the U.S.).

Comply with Section 1: Design Process Strategies, Section 2: Core Performance Requirements, and the following three strategies
from Section 3: Enhanced Performance Strategies, as applicable.  Where standards conflict, follow the more stringent of the two.
For projects outside the U.S., consult ASHRAE/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1-2010, Appendixes B and D, to determine the
appropriate climate zone.

3.5 Supply Air Temperature Reset (VAV)
3.9 Premium Economizer Performance
3.10 Variable Speed Control

To be eligible for Option 3, the project must be less than 100,000 square feet (9 290 square meters).

Note:  Healthcare, Warehouse or Laboratory projects are ineligible for Option 3.

AND

For new single-family residential buildings and new lowrise multifamily buildings, 90% of the buildings must meet the requirements of
LEED for Homes v4 EA Prerequisite: Minimum Energy Performance.
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Minimum water
efficiency
requirements

Nonresidential Buildings, Mixed-Use Buildings, and Multifamily Residential Buildings Four Stories or More

For new buildings and buildings undergoing major renovations as part of the project, reduce indoor water usage by an average of
40% from a baseline.
All newly installed toilets, urinals, private lavatory faucets, and showerheads that are eligible for labeling must be WaterSense
labeled (or local equivalent for projects outside the U.S.).
For fixtures and fittings listed in Table 1, as applicable to the project scope, calculate the baseline water consumption using
estimated occupant usage.

The design case is calculated as a weighted average of water usage for the buildings constructed as part of the project, based on
their floor area.

Table 1. Baseline water consumption of fixtures and fittings

Fixture or fitting; Baseline (IP units) 
Toilet (water closet)*; 1.6 gpf
Urinal*; 1.0 gpf  
Public lavatory (restroom) faucet ; 0.5 gpm at 60 psi** all others except private applications 
Kitchen faucet (excluding faucets used exclusively for filling operations); 2.2 gpm at 60 psi 
Showerhead*; 2.5 gpm at 80 psi per shower stall 
* WaterSense label available for this product type gpf = gallons per flush gpm = gallons per minute  psi = pounds per square inch
lpf = liters per flush lpm = liters per minute
kPa = kilopascals

New Single-Family Residential Buildings and New Multiunit Residential Buildings Three Stories or Fewer

90% of buildings must use a combination of fixtures and fittings that would earn 4 points under LEED v4 for Building Design and
Construction: Homes and Multifamily Lowrise v4 WE Credit Indoor Water Use.

Mitigates the loss
through easements

Mitigate the loss of affected through the purchase or donation of easements providing permanent protection from development on
land with comparable soils in accordance with the ratios based on densities per acre (per hectare) of buildable land listed in the table
below.

Residential density                       Nonresidential density                        Mitigation ratio
(DU/acre of buildable land (FAR of buildable land                         (Area of easement: area of project
available for residential use)          available for nonresidential use)           on prime, unique, or significant farmland)

>7 and ≤8                                   >0.5 and ≤0.58                                 2:1
>8 and ≤9                                   >0.58 and ≤0.67                               1:1
>9 and ≤10                                 >0.67 and ≤0.75  0.5:1
>10                                              >0.75 No mitigation

All off-site mitigation must be located within the Davis Planning Area. Up to 15% of the affected farmland area may be subtracted
from the mitigation area required of the project in the table above if it is permanently dedicated for community gardens. Portions of
parking structures devoted exclusively to parking must be excluded from the numerator when calculating the floor-area ratio (FAR).

The mitigation ratio for a mixed-use project is calculated as follows:
1. Determine the total floor area of all residential and nonresidential uses.
2. Calculate the percentage residential and percentage nonresidential of the total floor area.
3. Determine the density of the residential and nonresidential components as measured in dwelling units per acre and FAR,
respectively.
4. Referring to the table above, find the appropriate mitigation ratios for the residential and nonresidential components.
5. If the mitigation ratios are different, multiply the mitigation ratio of the residential component by its percentage of the total floor
area, and multiply the mitigation ratio of the nonresidential component by its percentage.
6. Add the two numbers produced by step 5. The result is the mitigation ratio.

SLL PREREQUISITE:
AGRICULTURAL LAND
CONSERVATION

13

Original text was "within
100 miles" instead of
"Davis Planning Area."

Mitigation ratios below 1:1
likely not acceptable to
Davis.
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Preserves all
heritage trees and
most other
noninvasive trees

Survey the site to identify the following:
- trees in good or excellent condition, as determined by an arborist certified by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) or local
equivalent professional for projects outside the U.S.;
- any heritage or champion trees of special importance to the community because of their age, size, type, historical association, or
horticultural value, as defined by a government forester;
- all trees larger than 6 inches (15 centimeters) in diameter at breast height (dbh, 4 feet 6 inches [1.4 meters] above ground); and
- any invasive plant species that affect trees present on the site, and whether those plants threaten the health of other trees to be
preserved on the site, as determined by an ISA-certified arborist or local equivalent professional.

Preserve the following trees that are also identified as in good or excellent condition:
- all heritage or champion trees and trees whose dbh exceeds 50% of the state champion dbh for the species;
- a minimum of 75% of all noninvasive trees (including the above) larger than 18 inches (45 centimeters) dbh; and
- a minimum of 25% of all noninvasive trees (including the above) larger than 12 inches (30 centimeters) dbh if deciduous and 6
inches (15 centimeters) dbh if coniferous.

Tree condition ratings must be determined by an ISA-certified arborist using ISA-approved assessment measures or by a local
equivalent professional utilizing an equivalent methodology. Develop a plan, in consultation with and approved by an ISA-certified
arborist or equivalent, for the health of the trees, including fertilization and pruning, and for their protection during construction. If an
ISA-certified arborist or local equivalent professional has determined that any trees to be preserved are threatened by invasive
vegetation, develop a plan to reduce the invasive vegetation. Stipulate in codes, covenants, and restrictions or other binding
documents that the undisturbed area of the preserved trees will be protected from development by a private or governmental agency
for the purpose of long-term conservation.

MINIMIZED SITE
DISTURBANCE 69-70

Protects significant
habitat and wetlands
and water bodies

Either:

(1) Project is located on a site that does not have significant habitat, as defined below, and is not within 100 feet (30 meters) of such
habitat; OR

(2) For sites with significant habitat, work with both the state’s Natural Heritage Program and the state fish and wildlife agency  to
delineate identified significant habitat on the site. Do not disturb significant habitat or portions of the site within an appropriate buffer
around the habitat. Protect significant habitat and its identified buffers from development by donating or selling the land, or a
conservation easement on the land, to an accredited land trust, conservation organization, or relevant government agency (a deed
covenant is not sufficient to meet this requirement) for the purpose of long-term conservation. Identify and commit to ongoing
management activities, along with parties responsible for management and funding available, such that habitat is maintained in
preproject condition or better for a minimum of three years after the project is built out.

For sites with wetlands and water bodies, design the project to conserve 100% of all water bodies, wetlands, land within 100 feet (30
meters) of water bodies, and land within 50 feet (15 meters) of wetlands on the site. Using a qualified biologist, conduct an
assessment, or compile existing assessments, showing the extent to which those water bodies or wetlands provide (1) water quality
maintenance; (2) wildlife habitat; and (3) hydrologic function maintenance, including flood protection. Assign appropriate buffers,
measuring not less than 100 feet (30 meters) for water bodies and 50 feet (15 meters) for wetlands, based on the functions provided,
contiguous soils and slopes, and contiguous land uses. Do not disturb wetlands, water bodies, or their buffers, and protect them
from development by donating or selling the land, or a conservation easement on the land, to an accredited land trust, conservation
organization, or relevant government agency (a deed covenant is not sufficient to meet this requirement) for the purpose of long-term
conservation. Identify and commit to ongoing management activities, along with parties responsible for management and funding
available, such that habitat is maintained in preproject condition or better for a minimum of three years after the project is built out.

SLL CREDIT: SITE
DESIGN FOR HABITAT
OR WETLAND AND
WATER BODY
CONSERVATION
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Site without affected
soils

Locate the project’s development footprint such that it does not disturb prime farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of statewide or
local importance as defined by the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations, Title 7, Volume 6, Parts 400 to 699, Section 657.5 and
identified in a state Natural Resources Conservation Service soil survey

SLL PREREQUISITE:
AGRICULTURAL LAND
CONSERVATION

12

Simpson Diversity
Index

Include a sufficient variety of housing sizes and types in the project such that the total variety of planned and existing housing within
the project achieves a Simpson Diversity Index score greater than 0.5, using the housing categories below. Projects of less than 125
acres (50.5 hectares) may calculate the Simpson Diversity Index for the area within ¼ mile (400 meters) of the project’s geographic
center. The Simpson Diversity Index calculates the probability that any two randomly selected dwelling units in a project will be of a
different type.

Score = 1- Σ(n/N)^2

Where n = the total number of dwelling units in a single category, and N = the total number of dwelling units in all categories.

Housing categories are defined by the dwelling unit’s net floor area, exclusive of any garage, as listed in the table below.

Housing categories

Type (sqft)
Detached residential, large (> 1,250)
Detached residential, small (≤ 1,250)
Duplex or townhouse, large (> 1,250)
Duplex or townhouse, small (1,250)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with no elevator, large (> 1,250)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with no elevator, medium (> 750 to ≤ 1,250)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with no elevator, small (≤ 750)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with elevator, 4 stories or fewer, large (> 1,250)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with elevator, 4 stories or fewer, medium (> 750 to ≤ 1,250)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with elevator, 4 stories or fewer, small (≤ 750)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with elevator, 5 to 8 stories, large (> 1,250)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with elevator, 5 to 8 stories, medium (> 750 to ≤ 1,250)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with elevator, 5 to 8 stories, small (≤ 750)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with elevator, 9 stories or more, large (> 1,250)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with elevator, 9 stories or more, medium (> 750 to ≤ 1,250)
Dwelling unit in multiunit building with elevator, 9 stories or more, small (≤ 750)
Live-work space, large (> 1,250)
Live-work space, small (≤ 1,250)
Accessory dwelling unit, large (> 1,250)
Accessory dwelling unit, small (≤ 1,250)

For the purposes of this credit, townhouse and live-work units may have individual ground-level entrances or be within a multiunit or
mixed-use building. Double counting is prohibited; each dwelling may be classified in only one category. The number of stories in a
building is inclusive of the ground floor regardless of its use.

NPD CREDIT: HOUSING
TYPES AND
AFFORDABILITY
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We may want to create a
Davis-specific set of
categories.
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Solar reflective or
vegetative roofs

Option 1. Nonroof (1 point)
Use any combination of the following strategies for 50% of the nonroof site paving (including roads, sidewalks, courtyards, parking
lots, parking structures, and driveways).

•Use the existing plant material or install plants that provide shade over the paving areas on the site within 10 years of plant material
installation.
•Install and plant planters, either at grade or raised. Plant material cannot include artificial turf.
•Provide shade with structures covered by energy generation systems, such as solar thermal collectors, photovoltaics, and wind
turbines, that produce energy used to offset some nonrenewable resource use.
•Provide shade with architectural devices or structures that have a three-year aged solar reflectance (SR) value of at least 0.28. If
three-year aged value information is not available, use materials with an initial SR of at least 0.33 at installation,
•Provide shade with vegetated structures.
•Use paving materials with a three-year aged solar reflectance (SR) value of at least 0.28. If threeyear aged value information is not
available, use materials with an initial SR of at least 0.33 at installation.
•Use an open-grid pavement system (at least 50% unbound).

OR

Option 2. High-Reflectance and Vegetated Roofs (1 point)
Use roofing materials that have an SRI equal to or greater than the values in Table 1. Meet the three-year aged SRI value (if three-
year aged value information is not available, use materials that meet the initial SRI value) for a minimum of 75% of the roof area of all
new buildings within the project, or install a vegetated
(“green”) roof for at least 75% of the roof area of all new buildings within the project. Combinations of SRIcompliant and vegetated
roofs can be used, provided they satisfy the equation in Option 3.

Table 1. Minimum solar reflectance index value, by roof slope
              Initial SRI 3-year aged SRI
Low (≤ 2:12) 82           64
Steep (> 2:12) 39           32

OR

Option 3. Mixed Nonroof and Roof Measures (1 point)
Use any of the strategies listed under Options 1 and 2 that in combination meet the following criterion:

Area of  Area of High- Area of                Total Site  Total Roof Area
Nonroof      Reflectance Roof     Vegetated Roof              Paving Area
        Measures
————— + —————— + —————— ≥      ____________   +   _____________
0.5                 0.75                0.75

Alternatively, an SRI and SR weighted average approach may be used to calculate compliance:

GIB CREDIT: HEAT
ISLAND REDUCTION 72
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Vehicle sharing
facilities

Locate the project such that 50% of the dwelling units and nonresidential use entrances are within a ¼-mile (400-meter) walking
distance of at least one vehicle in a vehicle-sharing program, as specified below, depending on project size.

- If the project has fewer than 100 dwelling units and/or employees, provide one vehicle.
- If the project has more than 100 dwelling units and/or employees and has a minimum transit service of 60 daily weekday trips and
40 daily weekend trips, provide at least one additional vehicle and parking space for every 100 dwelling units and/or employees.
- If the project has more than 100 dwelling units and/or employees but does not have transit service at the frequencies specified
above, provide at least one additional vehicle and parking space for every 200 dwelling units and/or employees.

For each vehicle, dedicate one parking space accessible to vehicle-sharing members. Publicize to project occupants the availability
and benefits of the vehicle-sharing program. Commit to providing vehicles to the locations for at least two years. If a new vehicle-
sharing location is planned, the vehicle-sharing program must begin by the time the project’s total floor area is 20% occupied. The
occupancy requirement is met when residents are living in 20% of the dwelling units and/or employees are working in 20% of the
total nonresidential floor area.

NPD CREDIT:
TRANSPORTATION
DEMAND MANAGEMENT

44

Well-connected to
adjacent
development

Locate the project on an adjacent site (i.e., a site that is adjacent to previously developed land) where the connectivity of the
adjacent land is at least 90 intersections per square mile (35 intersections per square kilometer) as measured within a ½-mile (800-
meter) distance of a continuous segment of the project boundary that constitutes at least 25% of the total project boundary and is
adjacent to previous development. Existing intersections may be counted if they were not constructed or funded by the project
developer within the past 10 years. Locate and/or design the project such that a through-connection (of the circulation network)
intersects the adjacent portion of the project boundary at least every 600 feet (180 meters) on average and at least every 800 feet
(245 meters), connecting it with an existing circulation network outside the project; nonmotorized throughconnections of the
circulation network may count for no more than 20% of the total.

SLL PREREQUISITE:
SMART LOCATION 6-7

Well-served by
transit

Locate the project on a site with existing or planned transit service such that at least 50% of dwelling units and nonresidential use
entrances (inclusive of existing buildings) are within a ¼-mile (400-meter) walking distance of at least one bus, streetcar, or
rideshare stop, or within a ½-mile (800-meter) walking distance of at least one bus rapid transit stop, light or heavy rail station, or
commuter ferry terminal. The transit service at the stop(s) in aggregate must meet the minimums listed below. Projects must meet
the requirements for both weekday and weekend trips and provide service every day.

Minimum daily transit service
Projects with multiple transit types (bus, streetcar, rail, or ferry): weekday trips: 60; weekend trips: 40
Projects with commuter rail or ferry service only: weekday trips: 24; weekend trips: 6 24

If transit service is planned but not yet operational, the project must demonstrate one of the following:
1. The relevant transit agency has a signed full-funding grant agreement with the Federal Transit Administration (or equivalent
national agency for project outside the U.S.) that includes a revenue operations date for the start of transit service. The revenue
operations date must be no later than the date by which 50% of the project’s total building gross floor area will be occupied.
2. For bus, streetcar, bus rapid transit, or ferry service, the transit agency must certify that it has an approved budget that includes
specifically allocated funds sufficient to provide the planned service at the levels listed above and that service at these levels will
begin no later than the date by which 50% of the project’s total building gross floor area will be occupied.
3. For rail service other than streetcars, the transit agency must certify that preliminary engineering for a rail line has begun. In
addition, the service must meet either of these two requirements:
    - A state legislature or local subdivision of the state (or a local government for projects outside the U.S.) has authorized the transit
agency to expend funds to establish rail transit service that will begin no later than the date by which 50% of the project’s total
building gross floor area will be occupied. Or:
    - A local government has dedicated funding or reimbursement commitments from future tax revenue for the development of
stations, platforms, or other rail transit infrastructure that will serve the project no later than the date by which 50% of the project’s
total building gross floor area will be occupied.

SLL PREREQUISITE:
SMART LOCATION 6-7

Well-served by
transit [See NPD Credit: Visitability and Universal Design for full set of accessibility guidelines]

NPD CREDIT:
VISITABILITY AND
UNIVERSAL DESIGN
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