Vernal pool fairy shrimp or vernal pool tadpole shrimp (if they occur in the project arca) may
be present in vernal pools or other seasonal wetlands occur within 250 feet of the project site.
Significant impacts to this species would occur at the Covell Center site and other smaller sites in
the in-fill area. Because neither the Oeste Campus nor the Davis Technology Campus and
Intervening Lands sites appear to have shrimp habitat, Alternatives 4 and 5 would be similar in the
extent of relative impact.

Mitigation Measures

Implementation of the following mitigation measures would be required to reduce this
impact to a less-than-significant level.

BIO-2.1. Additional Biological Resources Policy (Alternatives 2 through 5)

Impact BIO-7. Impacts from Noxious Weeds

Significance Criterion

e A land use map alternative was determined to have a significant impact if activities would cause
the spread of noxious weeds in the planning area.

Impacts of the proposed project related to noxious weeds were assessed with application of
the above significance criteria. Table SH-8 provides an overview/comparison of the level of impact
associated with the General Plan under the four land use map alternatives evaluated in this EIR. A
more detailed discussion of each alternative is described below.

Table SH-8. Impacts from Noxious Weeds
under Each Land Use Map Alternative

Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4 Alternative §
® Construction has the ® Construction has the ¢ Construction has the ® Construction has the
potential to spread potential to spread potential to spread potential to spread
noxious weed species noxious weed species noxious weed species noxious weed species

Alternative 2. Buildout to 2010 Using Existing General Plan. Implementation of
Alternative 2 may result in impacts associated with noxious weeds. Impacts related to noxious
weeds could occur as a result of construction activities and the inadvertent introduction of noxious
weed species during landscaping activities or other land management activities associated with urban
development. Federal, state, and local agencies; private individuals; and environmental
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organizations are concerned about noxious weed infestation and dispersal that could cause damage
to agricultural areas, sensitive habitats, special-status species, and other resources. As shown in
Table 5H-1, significant impacts resulting from noxious weeds have the potential to occur at all sites
proposed for development under this alternative. Therefore, this is considered to be a significant
impact.

Alternative 3. Reduced Buildout Scenario. As shown in Table 5H-1, significant
impacts from noxious weeds are only likely to occur at the Covell Center site (Variation 3), Mace
Ranch interior, and Under Second Street sites, and other smaller sites in the in-fill area. This impact
is considered significant, and there are no General Plan update policies that would directly relate to
this impact.

Alternative 4. Community Expansion Scenario with Oeste Campus. As shown
in Table SH-1, significant impacts from noxious weeds could occur at all the sites being studied
under this alternative and other smaller sites in the in-fill area. There are no General Plan update
policies that would directly relate to this impact. Therefore, this impact is considered to be
significant. Based on the size of the area involved, this alternative would have a greater relative
impact than Alternative 3.

Alternative 5. Community Expansion Scenario with Davis Technology
Campus. As shown in Table 5H-1, significant impacts from noxious weeds could occur at all the
sites being studied under this alternative and other potential sites in the in-fill area. There are no
General Plan update policies that would directly relate to this impact. Therefore, this impact is
considered to be significant. Based on the size of the area involved, this Alternative would have a
greater relative impact than Alternative 4.

Mitigation Measure

For Alternatives 2 through 5, this impact can be reduced in adversity by adding new
standards to Policy HAB 1.1 in the General Plan update and adding a similar policy and actions to
the existing General Plan.

BIO-7.1. Survey and Avoid Impacts from Noxious Weeds (Alternatives 2 through 5)

“Standard HAB 1.1q. In order to avoid or minimize impacts from noxious weeds, the City,
land manager, or project proponent should implement the following steps.

e The City shall work with regulatory agencies to develop a plan to identify and manage
those weed species or weed infestation areas which pose the greatest threat to sensitive
biological resources, agricultural areas, or other high priorily resources.

e Project proponents will be required to survey and implement prevention measures,
abatement measures, and postproject monitoring of noxious weeds as a component of
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land management or land development projects. All measures should be consistent with
other City policies (e.g., minimization of pesticide use).

Funding Source: Davis City Council (policy change), project proponent
(compliance with policy)

Implementing Party: City of Davis Planning and Building Department and Davis
City Council (policy change), project proponent (compliance
with policy)

Monitoring Agency: City of Davis Planning and Building Department, USACE,
USFWS, DFG

Timing: Prior to adoption of General Plan update for Alternative 3

through 5, and as part of a General Plan amendment
presented during the year 2000 (policy change), prior to any
ground-disturbing activities (compliance with policy)

Impact BIO-8. Impacts to Landmark Trees and Other Existing Trees

Significance Criterion

¢ A land use map alternative was determined to have a significant impact if it was determined that
implementation of the General Plan would adversely affect locally designated landmark trees or
heritage oak trees.

Impacts of the proposed project related to loss or temporary disturbance of locally-designated
landmark trees and other existing trees were assessed with application of the above significance
criteria. For purposes of this chapter, a heritage oak is a native oak tree with a 60-inch or larger
circumference. A landmark tree is a tree that is determined by the City of Davis to be of high value
because of its species, size, age, form, historical significance, or similar criteria. Table SH-9
provides an overview/comparison of the level of impact associated with the General Plan under the
four land use map alternatives evaluated in this EIR. A more detailed discussion of each alternative
1s described below.

Table 5H-9. Impacts to Landmark Trees and Other Existing Trees
under Each Land Use Map Alternative

Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4 Alternative 5
® Potential impacts onall @ Potential impacts onall e Potential impacts onall @ Potential impacts on all
sites are mitigated by sites are mitigated by sites are mitigated by sites are mitigated by
existing General Plan polices proposed in the polices proposed in the polices proposed in the
policies General Plan update General Plan update General Plan update
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Alternative 2. Buildout to 2010 Using Existing General Plan. Construction-related
activities may result in the loss or disturbance of existing trees, including landmark trees and heritage
oaks. Existing General Plan Policies 3.1, 3.2, 3.4 and 6.2, and policies in the Conservation Element
require the preservation, enhancement, and creation of natural habitats and conservation of natural
resources in the planning area. The City will require the developer to avoid or compensate for any
impacts to landmark and/or heritage oak trees. The City will require measures to mitigate the
impacts to these trees on the proposed project site as a condition of approval prior to development
of the project.

As shown in Table 5H-1, impacts to landmark or heritage oak trees have the potential to
occur at all sites proposed for development under this alternative. However, this impact is
considered less than significant because compliance with existing City policies would protect
significant existing trees.

Alternative 3. Reduced Buildout Scenario. As shown in Table 5SH-1, impacts to
landmark and/or heritage oak trees would likely occur only at the Covell Center site (under Variation
3), Mace Ranch interior site, and Under Second Street sites, and other potential sites in the n-fill
area. However, this impact is considered less than significant because compliance with General
Plan update policies such as HAB 1.1a (heritage oak protection), LU A.2 (preserving greenstreets
at in-fill projects), POS 1.2 (incorporating habitat areas into the open space network), and HAB 1.4
(protecting scenic resources) would protect existing trees.

Alternative 4. Community Expansion Scenario with Oeste Campus. Asshown
in Table 5H-1, impacts fo landmark and/or heritage oak trees could occur at all the major project
sites (except the Signature site) to be developed under this alternative and other smaller sites in the
in-fill area. However, this impact is considered less than significant because compliance with
General Plan update policies such as HAB 1.1a (heritage oak protection), LU A.2 (preserving
greenstreets at in-fill projects), POS 1.2 (incorporating habitat areas into the open space network),
and HAB 1.4 (protecting scenic resources) would protect existing trees.

Alternative 5. Community Expansion Scenario with Davis Technology
Campus. This impact is similar to the description of Impact BIO-8 described above under
Alternative 4 on a program level, although the area to be disturbed will be larger due to the
expansion of development in the planning area. As shown in Table SH-1, impacts to landmark
and/or heritage oak trees could occur at all the sites being studied (except the Signature site) under
this alternative and other smaller sites in the in-fill area. However, this impact is considered less
than significant because compliance with General Plan update policies, as noted under Alternative
4, would protect existing trees.

Mitigation Measure

Since this impact is less than significant, no mitigation is required.
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