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Regulatory Framework 

National Register of Historic Places 

A property is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) if it meets the National Register 
listing criteria at 36 CFR 60.4, as stated below: 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association and that: 

A) Are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history, or 
B) Are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past, or 
C) Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a 

master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction, or 

D) Have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history 

California Register of Historical Resources  

To be eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) a historical resource must be significant 
under one or more of the following criteria: 

1. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of California’s history and 
cultural heritage; 

2. Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past; 
3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, represents the work of an 

important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values; or 
4. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history. 

City of Davis Landmark Resource 

In addition to the National and California registers, the City of Davis provides for the additional designations of Landmark 
Resource and Merit Resource in their Historical Resources Management Zoning Code (40.23.060). To be eligible as a 
Landmark  a resource must meet at least one of the four criteria at the local, state, or national level of significance and retail a 
high level of historic integrity. 

(1)   Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns in the history of Davis, 
California, or the nation; or 

(2)  Associated with the lives of significant persons in the history of Davis, California, or the nation; or 
(3)  Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, architectural style or method of construction; or that 

represents the work of a master designer; or that possesses high artistic values; or that represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

(4) Has yielded or may likely yield archaeological or anthropological information important in the study of history, 
prehistory, or human culture. 

The following factors must also be considered: 

(1) A resource moved from its original location may be designated a landmark if it is significant primarily for its 
architectural value or it is one of the most important surviving structures associated with an important person or 
historic event. 

(2) A birthplace or grave may be designated a landmark if it is that of a historical figure of outstanding importance within 
the history of Davis, the state or the nation and there are no other appropriate sites or resources directly associated 
with his or her life or achievements. 

(3) A reconstructed building may be designated a landmark if the reconstruction is historically accurate and is based on 
sounds historical documentation, is executed in a suitable environment, and if no other original structure survives that 
has the same historical association. 

(4) A resource achieving significance within the past fifty years may be designated a landmark if the resource is of 
exceptional importance within the history of Davis, the state or the nation. 
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City of Davis Merit Resource 

In addition to the National and California registers, the City of Davis provides for the additional designations of Landmark 
Resource and Merit Resource in their Historical Resources Management Zoning Code (40.23.060). To be eligible as a Merit  
Resource must meet at least one of the four criteria and retail a high level of historic integrity. The four criteria to qualify as a 
Merit Resource as nearly identical to those for a Landmark except that Merit Resources only consider local significance.  

The following factors must also be considered: 

(1) A resource moved from its original location may be designated a merit resource if it is significant for its architectural 
value or if an understanding of the associated important person or historic event has not been impaired by the 
relocation. 

(2) A birthplace or grave may be designated a merit resource if it is that of an historical figure of outstanding importance 
within the history of Davis and there are no other appropriate sites or resources directly associated with his or her life 
or achievements. 

(3) A reconstructed building may be designated a merit resource if the reconstruction is historically accurate and is based 
on sound historical documentation, is executed in a suitable environment, and if no other original structure survives 
that has the same historical association. 

(4) A resource achieving significance within the past fifty years may be designated a merit resource if it is of exceptional 
importance within the history of Davis. 

Even if a resource is not listed in, or determined eligible for listing in, the California Register, the lead agency may consider the 
resource to be an “historical resource” for the purposes of CEQA provided that the lead agency determination is supported by 
substantial evidence (CEQA Guidelines 14 CCR 15064.5). 

Evaluation 

The subject property at 830 4th Street was evaluated for potential historic significance under National Register Criteria A 
through D, California Register Criteria 1 through 4, Davis Landmark Criteria 1 through 4, and Davis Merit Resource Criteria 1 
through 4. While the wording is slightly different for each of the four criteria for the National Register, California Register, Davis 
Landmark, and Davis Merit Resource eligibility, they each align to cover the same potential significance criterion. A/1/1/1 
covers associations with significant historical events, B/2/2/2 covers significant people, C/3/3/3 covers significant architecture, 
and D/4/4/4 covers the information potential of a site.  

A/1/1/1 - Events 

The subject property falls into the Explosive Growth (1959 – 1971) significant theme. The adjacent area of G Street was an 
early commercial hub concentrated close to the railroad station at approximately H and 2nd streets. The subject property was 
developed with the current building in 1960. Archival review does not indicate that there are any significant associations 
between 830 4th Street and important events or patterns in history. The current building was originally constructed in 1960 as 
a plumbing store, and was later converted to a lumber store (1974), and then a hardware store (1982). Known occupants have 
included Nicholson Plumbing Co (1960), Firestone Tire Shop (1970), Davis Lumber Co./Davis Lumber and Hardware (1974), 
and Ace Hardware (1996). While the building appears to have been a commercial store for the majority of its existence, 
serving the needs of the community, it does not appear to rise above the typical associations with this type of commercial 
enterprise or the contextual period of development of 1959 – 1971. Therefore, it is recommended ineligible under Criteria 
A/1/1/1.  

B/2/2/2 – Persons/Businesses 

Archival review indicates that the subject property’s primary historic association is with Davis Lumber Co./Davis Lumber and 
Hardware from 1974 through 1996; however, this association does not meet the 50 year age guideline. Additionally, no 
archival evidence indicated that the Davis Lumber Co./Davis Lumber business could meet the Criteria Consideration G for 
properties less than 50 years old. 830 4th Street has housed a variety of community serving businesses, but none have been 
shown to have been significant to local, state, or national history. No significant associations between 830 4th Street and 
significant persons were discovered. As research does not indicate that 830 4th Street is significantly associated with the 
productive life of any significant person or business, it is recommended ineligible under Criteria B/2/2/2.  

C/3/3/3 – Design/Engineering 

The subject property at 830 4th Street is not significant for its design or engineering. The property was developed in 1960, and 
underwent significant remodeling of the primary entrance in 1977. The original building is unrecognizable today as the façade 
had been completely replaced with modern metal awnings and siding, glass, and aluminum. No architect or builder was 
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identified in the archival record for 830 4th Street and the building does not appear to be the work of a master architect. For 
these reasons, 830 4th Street is recommended ineligible under Criterion C/3/3/3.   

D/4/4/4 – Information Potential 

Criterion D/4/4/4 applies to properties that have the potential to inform important research questions about human history. 
According to National Register Bulletin 15, to qualify for listing, the property must “have or have had information to contribute 
to our understanding of human history or prehistory and the information must be considered important.” 830 4th Street does 
not meet this criterion and is recommended ineligible under Criterion D/4/4/4. 

Integrity 

For a property to be eligible for listing on the National Register, California Register, or as Landmark or Merit resources per the 
City of Davis regulations it must meet one of the eligibility criteria discussed above as well as retain sufficient integrity. The 
seven aspects of integrity are location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The subject 
property does not meet any of the eligibility criteria for significance; therefore, an analysis of integrity is not needed.  

Recommendation 

ESA recommends 830 4th Street ineligible for listing on the National Register or California Register or locally as a Davis 
Landmark or Merit Resource. 
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