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City of Davis 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Community Chambers, 23 Russell Boulevard, Davis, CA 95616 
Wednesday, September 24, 2025 

7:00 P.M. 
 
 
Commission Members: Catherine Brinkley, Vince McLaughlin, Greg Rowe, Michelle 

Weiss (Chair), Rachael Fulp-Cooke (Alternate) 
 
Commission Members Absent: Alan Bennett (Vice Chair), Johannes Troost, Georgina 

Valencia 
 
Council Liaisons: Donna Neville, Linda Deos (Alternate) 
 
Staff:  Principal Planner Dara Dungworth 

 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. Chair Weiss called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda. V. McLaughlin moved, G. Rowe second, to approve the 
agenda. Motion passed by the following vote:  
AYES: Brinkley, Fulp-Cooke, McLaughlin, Rowe, Weiss 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Bennett, Troost, Valencia 
 

3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Council Liaisons  
Principal Planner Dara Dungworth: The 500 G Street project is modifying its 
affordable housing plan. Staff are processing an extension to the 240 G Street 
project approvals. The Davis Collection celebrated its grand opening. The Omnibus 
Ordinance is nearing completion. A Measure J/R/D workshop is set for October 8, 
and staff are drafting Ordinance amendments regarding outdoor and mobile 
vending. The Willowgrove Draft Environmental Impact Report will be released soon, 
a public comment meeting is scheduled for October 30.  
 
C. Brinkley: The California American Planning Association conference is 
approaching. Hope staff can attend in the future. Village Homes is celebrating its 
50th anniversary, and the UC Davis Design Museum will feature an exhibit on its 
design. 
 
G. Rowe: Willowgrove Developers will host a community meeting at Harper Jr. High 
School. 
 

4. Public Comment. None. 
 

5. Consent Calendar 
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A. Minutes from the Planning Commission Meeting of June 11, 2025  
 
V. McLaughlin moved, seconded by G. Rowe, to approve the June 11, 2025, 
Planning Commission minutes. Motion passed by the following vote: 
AYES:  Brinkley, McLaughlin, Rowe, Weiss 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Bennett, Troost, Valencia 
ABSTAIN:  Fulp-Cooke 
 

B. Commission Requested Information Item — City Street Standards 
 
G. Rowe moved, seconded by C. Brinkley, to receive the item as informational. 
Motion passed by the following vote: 
AYES:  Brinkley, Fulp-Cooke, McLaughlin, Rowe, Weiss 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Bennett, Troost, Valencia 
 

6. Regular Items 

A. Planning Commission Functions Update and Historic Resources Management 
Introduction 

 

Senior Planner Eric Lee: Provided historical context of the realignment of city 
commissions, specifically the transfer of the Historical Resources Management 
Commission’s functions to the Planning Commission (PC). Presented proposed 
update to the Planning Commission purpose and function. Overview of the duties 
of a Certified Local Government (CLG), including historical designation 
recommendations, process applications for certificates of appropriateness, 
maintain cultural resources inventory, environmental review of historical 
resources, General Plan Update implementation, and historic preservation 
activities. Next steps include necessary amendments to the Davis Municipal 
Code concerning historical resources, conservation, and demolition, as well as a 
revised PC enabling resolution.  

 

Commissioner discussion included training that will be provided to PC as part of 
this new role, potential timing and frequency of duties, and pending/ongoing 
activities from the Historical Resources Management Commission, such as the 
College Park Historic District Management Plan, and potential preservation of the 
Historic Works Progress Administration (WPA) Markings. Commissioners 
provided input on proposed revisions to the PC enabling resolution, including 
interest in more specificity related to historical matters.  

 

City Clerk Zoe Mirabile: The number of commission applications with heavy 
concentration in historic resources has significantly decreased over time. The 
current PC composition aligns with the technical expertise for a CLG, and 
features members who are experts in urban planning, law, and real estate. 
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E. Lee: Provided a brief update on the status and summarized the history of 
pending items. There is no timeline for when these pending items will come 
before the PC. 

 

B. 2025 General Plan Update, Planning Commission (PC) Subcommittee  

 

Associate Planner Thomas McNairn: Summarized the role and tasks the PC 
subcommittee will undertake. Will meet with staff and the General Plan 
consultant. The task will include high-level land use concepts that consider 
housing and commercial needs, development constraints, and opportunities. 

 

Commissioner discussion: 

Commissioners Brinkley, McLaughlin, and Rowe were nominated to serve on the 
subcommittee. 

 

The commission voted to appoint members to the subcommittee. Staff compiled 
the votes and read off the final tally below for the record. 

 

Subcommittee Appointment 

Nominees Brinkley Fulp-Cooke McLaughlin Rowe Weiss 
Total 
Votes 

Catherine Brinkley X X    2 

Vince McLaughlin   X X X 3 

Greg Rowe X X X X X 5 

 

By consensus, Commissioners Rowe and McLaughlin were appointed to the 
Planning Commission Subcommittee to advise on the General Plan land use 
concepts.  

 
7. Long Range Calendar: Upcoming Meeting Dates and/or Potential Agenda Items 

A. Commission Calendar 
 
D. Dungworth: The deadline to submit letters of interest to serve on the General Plan 
Committee was extended to October 1, anticipate City Council appointments in late 
October.  
 
Meeting calendar: Measure J/R/D Commissionapalooza Workshop is scheduled on 
October 8. Village Farms project workshop scheduled on October 22, and the 
meeting for formulating recommendations to the City Council is scheduled on 
November 12. The ordinance amendments related to Historical Resources 
Management functions is tentatively scheduled on December 10. Looking to 
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calendar annual reports and quarterly meetings related to Historical Resources 
Management functions next year. 
 
V. McLaughlin: The Planning Commission added a condition of approval to the 
University Retirement Community expansion project to conduct a safety survey to 
assess the intersection at Shasta Dr./Risling Ct. and W Covell Blvd. Request update 
on the status of the condition. 

D. Dungworth: Will ask engineering staff for an update.  
 

8. Adjournment. Meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 


