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City of Davis 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Community Chambers, 23 Russell Boulevard, Davis, CA 95616 
Wednesday, August 28, 2024 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Commission Members: Alan Bennett, Linda Deos, Vince McLaughlin, Johannes Troost, 

Georgina Valencia, Michelle Weiss (Vice Chair) 
 
Commissioner Absent: Catherine Brinkley (Alternate) and Greg Rowe (Chair) 
 
Council Liaisons: Donna Neville, Bapu Vaitla (Alternate) 
 
Staff:  Principal Planner Dara Dungworth 

 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. Vice Chair Weiss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda. L. Deos moved, seconded by V. McLaughlin, to approve the 
agenda. Motion passed by the following vote. 
AYES: Bennett, Deos, McLaughlin, Troost, Valencia, Weiss 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Brinkley, Rowe 
 

3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Council Liaisons.  
Principal Planner Dara Dungworth: Provided a status update on Palomino Place, 
Shriners, Village Farms, Chiles Ranch, and Form Based Code projects: 305 E St is 
a new mixed-use project, Life Style Hotel administratively approved, 413 E St 
administratively approved, and received a new application Sweetbriar Townhome 
project on 724 and 730 G St. 
 

4. Public Comment. None. 
 

5. Consent Calendar 

A. Minutes from the Planning Commission Meetings of February 14, and March 27, 
2024 

 
V. McLaughlin moved, seconded by G. Valencia, to approve the February 14, 
2024 minutes. Motion passed by the following vote: 
AYES:  Bennett, McLaughlin, Troost, Valencia, Weiss 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: Deos 
ABSENT:  Brinkley, Rowe 

 
J. Troost moved, seconded by V. McLaughlin, to approve the March 27, 2024 
minutes. Motion passed by the following vote: 
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AYES:  Bennett, Deos, McLaughlin, Troost, Valencia, Weiss 
NOES: None 
ABSENT:  Brinkley, Rowe 

 
6. Regular Items 

A. Public Hearing: Downtown Davis Form Based Code (FBC) Amendments — 
Sections 40.01, 40.13, 40.14 of the Davis Municipal Code 

 

Vice Chair Weiss opened the public hearing. 

 

Associate Planner Thomas McNairn: The FBC allows specific building types in 
certain zones. Detached House Building Types are not allowed in any of the 
zones rendering them legal non-conforming. Summarized feedback received 
from City Council, Planning Commission, and Opticos (city consultant on the 
FBC) from previous discussions. The proposed zoning amendments will consider 
existing structures that do not meet the zoning provisions as legal non-
conforming. Research related to how other jurisdictions deal with legal non-
conforming structures found that approaches vary. Summarized proposed 
language changes concerning legal non-conforming structures, revising minor 
inconsistencies, and clarifying or updating internal references, formatting and 
exhibits. Provided an update on the 523 G St project affected by the legal non-
conforming building type.  

 

Public comments: 

• Luis Miguel Musi: 523 G St project applicant. The current FBC prohibits us 
from building on our property. Request commission reject the amendments. 

 

Vice Chair Weiss closed the public comment period. 

 

Commissioner discussion included the possibility of removing or modifying 
percentage thresholds applied to a legal non-conforming structure requiring the 
replacement of a damaged structure, restriction in increasing the square footage, 
and demolishing of exterior walls. Also discussed the potential of establishing an 
appeal process if a legal non-conforming structure is damaged and needs to be 
replaced, and a mechanism to inform property owners of non-conforming 
buildings of the restrictions.  

 

A. Bennett moved, seconded by G. Valencia, to recommend the City Council 
introduce an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Davis Amending Various 
Sections of Article 40 (Zoning) of the Davis Municipal Code to Amend 
Regulations Regarding the Downtown Davis Form Based Code with the following 
amendments: 

1. 40.14.080: Include a link to the current Historical Resources list. 
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2. 40.14.070(a)(5)(B): Remove the restriction that limits one building site to a 
parcel with an existing legally non-conforming structure.  

3. 40.14.070(b): Remove subsections (1), (2), and (3) related to limitations on 
legally non-conforming structures to rebuild in the event of damage/demolition 
and alterations or enlargements.  

4. Establish an appeal process heard by the Community Development Director 
in the event a legally non-conforming structure is damaged/demolished and 
must be replaced in accordance with applicable zoning requirements and is 
economically unfeasible for the applicant to comply. 

Motion passed by the following vote: 
AYES:  Bennett, Deos, McLaughlin, Troost, Valencia, Weiss 
NOES: None 

ABSENT: Brinkley, Rowe 

 

J. Troost moved, seconded by A. Bennett, as follows: 

1. Recommend the city to notify property owners within the Form Based Code 
jurisdiction of the changes to legal non-conforming structures. 

2. Recommend the city to include legal non-conforming information on the city’s 
Residential Resale Report. 

Motion passed by the following vote: 
AYES:  Bennett, Deos, McLaughlin, Troost, Valencia, Weiss 
NOES: None 

ABSENT: Brinkley, Rowe 

 

B. Discussion of Use of Resolutions of Approval by the Planning Commission  

 

D. Dungworth: Provided an overview of the intent for using resolutions when the 
Planning Commission approves a project.  

 

Public comments: none 

 

By consensus, Commissioners support using resolutions.  

 
7. Upcoming Meeting Dates and/or Potential Agenda Items 

A. September 11 and 25, October 9 and 23, and November 13 and 27 
 
D. Dungworth: Palomino Supplemental EIR is scheduled for September 11. 
Zoning amendments associated with G St Plaza are scheduled for September 
25. Chipotle Project scheduled for October 9. The Omnibus Zoning Ordinance 
clean up and Retail Planned Development amendments are scheduled for 
October 23. Nothing scheduled for November 13. Village Farms EIR is scheduled 
for December 11. 
 

8. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 


