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City of Davis 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Community Chambers, 23 Russell Boulevard, Davis, CA 95616 
Wednesday, June 26, 2024 

7:00 P.M. 
 
 
Commission Members: Alan Bennett, Linda Deos, Vince McLaughlin, Greg Rowe 

(Chair), Georgina Valencia, Michelle Weiss (Vice Chair), 
Catherine Brinkley (Alternate) 

 
Commission Members Absent: Johannes Troost 
 
Council Liaisons: Bapu Vaitla, Donna Neville (Alternate) 
 
Staff:  Principal Planner Dara Dungworth 

 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. Chair Rowe called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda. V. McLaughlin moved, seconded by L. Deos, to approve the 
agenda as listed below. Motion passed by the following vote: 
AYES: Bennett, Brinkley, Deos, McLaughlin, Valencia, Weiss, Rowe 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Troost 
 

3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Council Liaisons.  
 
Principal Planner Dara Dungworth: Provided a status update on various projects 
including Village Farms, Shriners, Palomino, Promenade, North Covell Creek, Chiles 
Ranch, and Pole line subdivision. Summarized staff’s efforts surrounding Planning 
Commission resolution templates to memorialize project findings, mitigation, and 
conditions of approvals. 
 

4. Public Comment 

 David Sandino: Commission should consider discussing anticipated and new 
land use legislation and litigation cases. 

 
5. Consent Calendar 

L. Deos: Recused from consent item due to financial conflict of interest in 500-512 G 
Street, the Lumberyard Project. 
 

A. Subdivision Committee Lot Line Adjustments — 2525 and 2555 Research Park 
Drive, and 500, 506, and 512 G Street 

Informational 
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M. Weiss moved, seconded by C. Brinkley, to receive the consent calendar as 
informational. Motion passed by the following vote: 
AYES:  Bennett, Brinkley, McLaughlin, Valencia, Weiss, Rowe 
NOES: None 
ABSENT:  Deos (recused), Troost  
 

6. Regular Items 

A. Economic Development Opportunities and Objectives 

 

Economic Development Director Katie Yancey: Provided an overview highlighting 
efforts to assess current Economic Development constraints, identify potential 
ways to attract businesses, and address regulatory barriers by streamlining land 
use policies and zoning amendments. Summarized goals for FY 2024-25: 
Integrate city principles, demonstrate city value, create a downtown parking 
management plan, leverage city owned real estate, and create an economic 
development strategy. 

 

Public comment: 

 Ning Wan: Support Davis projects. Want to get involved with city planning.  

 

B. Objective Design Standards for Qualified Projects  

 

Community Development Director Sherri Metzker: Provided an overview of the 
state requirement mandating local jurisdictions to offer a streamlined ministerial 
approval process subject only to objective design standards (ODS). Summarized 
the proposed objective design standards.  

 

Public Comment: 

 David Sandino: Suggest taking more time before making a decision. Need to 
specify which parcels the standards would apply to. Standards related to 
Architecture—Building and Massing and Roof could be improved. Suggest 
forming a subcommittee to come up with other standards.  

 

City Attorney Inder Khalsa: If a project does not meet one of the ODS, the project 
is not approved ministerially. Depending on the project, certain aspects could 
come before the commission for approval. The more affordable housing is 
included in a project, the more waivers can be applied to certain requirements. 

 

C. Brinkley moved, to remove Objective Design Standard #37, relating to wall 
step-backs for buildings taller than 20 feet, and defer to the current zoning 
requirement in the Municipal Code. 

I. Khalsa: Current zoning language for step-backs is not objective so there 
would be no step-back requirement if removed from the ODS. 

Motion fails due to lack of a second. 
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C. Brinkley moved, seconded by M. Weiss, to delete the first sentence from 
Objective Design Standard #59 related to Down Spouts, and shall read as 
follows: Run-off shall not discharge over sidewalks. 

S. Metzker: Only applies to buildings 40 feet tall or 4 stories. Will have 60 
foot down spouts on the side of the building. 

Motion failed by the following vote: 

AYES:  Brinkley, Weis 

NOES: Bennett, Deos, McLaughlin, Valencia, Rowe 

ABSENT: Troost 

 

C. Brinkley moved, seconded by L. Deos, to modify Objective Design Standard 
#53, related to roof color materials, as follows: 

 Roofing materials shall be within the grey, brown or terra cotta, or non-glare 
white family of colors. Allow living green roofs. Roofing materials that are not 
visible from the public right of way, including on flat roofs, may be white or 
light colors to reduce heat island effect. 

Motion passed by the following vote: 

AYES:  Bennett, Brinkley, Deos, McLaughlin, Valencia, Weiss, Rowe 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Troost 

 

G. Valencia moved, seconded by V. McLaughlin, to add a new Objective Design 
Standard under H—Architecture, that concrete shall not be left bare. Motion 
passed by the following vote: 

AYES:  Bennett, Brinkley, Deos, McLaughlin, Valencia, Weiss, Rowe 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Troost 

 

G. Valencia moved, seconded by A. Bennett, to delete Objective Design 
Standard #49 related to requiring at least one earth tone color as a primary 
building color. Motion passed by the following vote: 

AYES:  Bennett, Brinkley, Deos, McLaughlin, Valencia, Weiss, Rowe 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Troost 

 

C. Brinkley moved, seconded by L. Deos, to modify Objective Design Standard 
#37, relating to wall step-backs for buildings taller than 20 feet, by reducing the 
step-back from 8 feet to 5 feet for the third and fourth floors. 
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A. Bennett Friendly Amendment: Allow a range of 5-8 feet for step-backs for the 
third and fourth floors and delete the total of 16 feet from the vertical plane of the 
first floor for all floors above the fourth floor. Accepted by mover and second. 

 

Motion passed by the following vote: 

AYES:  Bennett, Brinkley, Deos, McLaughlin, Valencia, Weiss, Rowe 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Troost 

 

C. Brinkley moved, seconded by V. McLaughlin, to add a clarification to Objective 
Design Standard #51, related to screening of roof mounted mechanical 
equipment, that solar panels are to be excluded from the screening requirement. 

 

Motion passed by the following vote: 

AYES:  Bennett, Brinkley, Deos, McLaughlin, Valencia, Rowe 

NOES: Weiss 

ABSENT: Troost 

 

C. Brinkley moved, to add language for staff to review and amend the Objective 
Design Standard on a periodic basis. Motion fails due to lack of a second. 

 

V. McLaughlin moved, seconded by M. Weiss, to recommend the City Council 
introduce an ordinance amending chapter 40 of the City of Davis Municipal Code 
to add a new section 40.31.035 to chapter 40.31 regarding citywide objective 
design standards for qualifying mixed-use and multi-family housing 
developments and making a determination of exemption under CEQA. Motion 
passed by the following vote: 

AYES:  Bennett, Brinkley, Deos, McLaughlin, Valencia, Weiss, Rowe 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Troost 

 

V. McLaughlin moved, seconded by L. Deos, as follows: 

1. Recommend the City Council approve a resolution establishing citywide 
objective design standards for qualifying residential projects with the 
modifications as listed above; and  

2. Direct staff to work with the city attorney to wordsmith the Planning 
Commission’s modifications to the Objective Design Standard as necessary. 

Motion passed by the following vote: 

AYES:  Bennett, Brinkley, Deos, McLaughlin, Valencia, Weiss, Rowe 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Troost 
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7. Long Range Calendar: Upcoming Meeting Dates and/or Potential Agenda Items 
A. July 10 and 24, August 14 and 28, and September 11 and 25 
 
D. Dungworth: Part one of amendments to the Downtown Form Based code 
scheduled for July 10, part 2 scheduled for August 14. Planned Development 
amendment for Oakshade Town Center scheduled for July 10. Chipotle drive thru 
project scheduled for July 24. No items scheduled for August 28 or September. 
 
L. Deos: Status of the General Plan (GP) update and commission’s involvement? 
 
S. Metzker: City released a Request for Qualification and received a few responses. 
Going to Council in July to receive direction on next steps. The commission will be 
assigned a part of the GP to provide input. The commission will have opportunity to 
see the final GP before it goes to the City Council for approval. 
 

8. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 10:02 p.m. 


