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City of Davis 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Community Chambers, 23 Russell Boulevard, Davis, CA 95616 
Wednesday, September 27, 2023 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Commission Members: Linda Deos, Vince McLaughlin, Greg Rowe (Chair), Darryl 

Rutherford, Johannes Troost, Georgina Valencia, Michelle 
Weiss (Vice Chair), Alan Bennett (Alternate) 

 
Commission Members Absent: None 
 
Council Liaisons: Bapu Vaitla, Donna Neville (Alternate) 
 
Staff:  Community Development Director Sherri Metzker 

 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. Chair Rowe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda 
L. Deos moved, seconded by D. Rutherford, to approve the agenda. Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Council Liaisons  
A. Introduction of New Commissioners – Alan Bennett, Vince McLaughlin, and 

Johannes Troost 
B. Introduction of New Staff – Principal Planner Dara Dungworth, and Associate 

Planner Thomas McNairn 
 

4. Public Comments. None. 
 

5. Consent Calendar 
A. Minutes from the Planning Commission Meeting of January 11 and 25, 2023  

G. Valencia moved, seconded by M. Weiss, to approve the January 11 and 
25, 2023 minutes. Motion passed by the following vote: 
AYES:  Deos, Ruth, Weiss, Valencia, Rowe 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: Troost, McLaughlin 
 

B. Finalized Public Hearing Procedure 
L. Deos moved, seconded by M. Weiss, to approve the finalized Public 
Hearing Procedure. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
6. Regular Items 

A. Long Range Growth Subcommittee Rubric Draft – Draft Peripheral Growth 
Rubric (PGR) Feedback 
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G. Rowe: The Planning Commission asked City Council to create guiding 
principles to evaluate development projects on an interim basis while the 
General Plan was updated. The City Council Subcommittee created the PGR 
for this purpose. 

 

Principal Planner Dara Dungworth: The City Council Peripheral Growth 
Subcommittee (Mayor Arnold and Councilmember Vaitla) developed interim 
criteria to evaluate future annexation/development projects. City Council 
directed staff to present the PGR to various City Commissions for feedback. 
Provided summary of commission comments. Planning Commission was 
tasked with reviewing commission feedback and providing comments and/or 
a recommendation on the PGR to City Council. Staff will compile commission 
input and return to City Council on October 3, 2023 for their consideration. 

 

Public comments: 

 Steve Streeter: Rubric is detailed not applicable to projects in the early 
planning process. Planning Commission asked for simple guiding 
principles to assist in the interim while the General Plan is updated. The 
commission should recommend City Council create a manageable list of 
guiding principles to evaluate future peripheral developments.  

 John Johnston: Need to be clear what the city is looking for in a project. 
Past peripheral projects were turned down at the ballot because of 
transportation issues. No changes have been made to accommodate 
transportation issues so cannot expect a different result. 

 

Commissioner comments included suggestions to modify the PGR numerical 
scoring system to incentivize open space connectivity and affordable housing; 
remove anyting that is not Davis-specific; and incorporate city policies and 
regulations such as the Inclusionary Housing Ordinance, Downtown Davis 
Specific Plan, Climate Action Adaptation Plan, and Housing Element. 
Commission consensus that the PGR is too complex for practical application, 
would likely deter development, and lengthen the approval process. Need 
more community input. 

 

B. Vaitla: PGR is meant to be a supplemental tool in conjunction with other 
city policies. Effort to convey transparency in what the tradeoffs are. Intended 
to be a living document. 

 

G. Valencia moved, second by M. Weiss, to not move the rubric forward in its 
present form. Motion passed unanimously. 
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V. McLaughlin moved to establish a subcommittee of the Planning 
Commission to work with the Natural Resources Commission and staff to 
develop a condensed Davis specific PGR.  

 

S. Metzker: Commissions are not able work with another commission without 
City Council approval.  

 

B. Vaitla: The City Council has an existing subcommittee working on the PGR 
which prevents the Planning Commission from establishing a subcommittee.  

 

Motion withdrawn.  

 
7. Long Range Calendar: Upcoming Meeting Dates and/or Potential Agenda Items 

A. October 11 and 25, November 8 and 22 
 
D. Dungworth: Next meeting is October 11, anticipate one item. Currently, no 
items scheduled for October 25. Tentative schedule for November 8 includes 
Housing Element (HE) Rezone Sites and amendments to the HE. Cancelling 
November 22 meeting. Tentative for December/January meeting: 500 G 
Street.  
 

8. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 


