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CALIFORMIA

City of Davis
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, January 25, 2023
7:00 P.M.

Cheryl Essex, Donna Neville, Greg Rowe (Chair), Darryl Ruther-
ford, Stephen Streeter, Georgina Valencia, Michelle Weiss, Lin-
da Deos (Alternate)

Commissioners Absent: None

Council Liaisons: Bapu Vaitla

Staff: Community Development Director Sherri Metzker

. Call to Order. Chair Rowe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

. Approval of Agenda. D. Rutherford moved, seconded by D. Neville, to approve the
agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Liaisons.
B. Vaitla: Introduced himself as the new City Council Liaison to the Planning Com-
mission.

G. Rowe: City Council appointed Council members (Vaitla, Arnold) as a subcommit-
tee to put together a set of guidelines to help guide the Planning Commission with
projects in the future.

. Chair and Vice Chair Appointments for Calendar Year 2023.

M. Weiss moved, seconded by C. Essex, to nominate G. Rowe as Chair. Motion
passed unanimously.

G. Rowe moved, seconded by D. Rutherford, to nominate M. Weiss as Vice Chair.
Motion passed unanimously.

. Public Comments. None.

. Regular Items

A. Public Hearing: 3808 Faraday Avenue Project — Planning Application #22-48 for
Final Planned Development (PD) #06-22, Design Review #17-22, Right-of-Way
Vacation #01-22, Mitigated Negative Declaration #02-22

Chair Rowe opened the public hearing.
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Senior Planner Eric Lee: Provided an overview of the proposed project, which in-
cludes the site plan, alternate site options, and circulation options for the con-
struction of a new one-story building for biotech and advanced manufacturing.
Summarized the request for a Right-of-Way (ROW) Vacation to abandon a por-
tion of Faraday Avenue to increase the overall project site size. Next steps —
City Council approval of the ROW if Planning Commission finds vacation con-
sistent with General Plan. Overview of landscape plan, several trees will be re-
moved. Overview of CEQA = impacts found less than significant or less than sig-
nificant with mitigation.

Logan James, Buzz Oats Construction: Project will attract biotech. Working with
a local company that would like to expand and lease site. Optional plans: option
A — includes a pool to test prototypes and option B — removes the pool which
provides flexibility if the local tenant is not secured.

No public comments.
Chair Rowe closed the public hearing.

Commissioner discussion included interest in additional bicycle parking and re-
duction in vehicle parking spaces, the potential addition of a bus shelter and bus
stop along the Second Street frontage, and requiring the landscape design to in-
clude native plants and trees.

C. Essex moved, second by M. Weiss, as follows:

1. Adopt the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and the Mitigation Mon-
itoring and Reporting Plan and find that no further environmental review is re-
quired; and

2. Approve Planning Application #22-48 for the Final Planned Development and
Design Review based on the Findings and subject to the Conditions of Ap-
proval; and

3. Find that the proposed vacation of right-of-way of a portion of Faraday Ave-
nue is consistent with the General Plan.

4. Additions to the Conditions of Approval (COA)

a. Requirement for the construction of a Bus Shelter on the North side of
Second Street and a Bus Stop on the South side of Second Street with
a pedestrian path to the building entrance. Requirement is contingent
upon whether Unitrans would be able to service the requested route
stops.

b. The plant palette shall include 50% native trees.

Steve Greenfield, applicant: Believe the Bus Stop sign would be confusing if
there is no active stop on the route. Could be added in the future if and when
stop is added to Unitrans’ Routes of service.

D. Rutherford Friendly Amendment: Add requirement to include 50% of native
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plants in addition to native trees.
Accepted by mover and second.

Motion passed by the following vote:
AYES: Essex, Neville, Rutherford, Streeter, Valencia, Weiss, Rowe
NOES: None

7. Commission and Staff Updates

A.

As Needed: Liaison Report on Current Discussions or Activities Related to the
Tree Commission’s Update of the Urban Forest Management Plan
C. Essex: No new updates.

Upcoming Meeting Dates — February 8 and 22, March 8 and 22

S. Metzker: No February 8 meeting. February 22 meeting — University Mall Re-
development project item. No items scheduled for the March meetings at this
time. In person meetings will start back up on March 8.

8. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 8:59 p.m.
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