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City of Davis 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, January 11, 2023 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Commission Members: Cheryl Essex, Donna Neville, Greg Rowe (Chair), Darryl 

Rutherford, Stephen Streeter, Georgina Valencia, Michelle 
Weiss, Linda Deos (Alternate) 

 
Commissioners Absent:  None 
 
Council Liaisons Present: None 
 
Staff:   Community Development Director Sherri Metzker 
 

 
1. Call to Order. Chair Rowe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda.  

M. Weiss moved, seconded by S. Streeter, to approve the agenda. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Liaisons. 

A. Introduction of New Commissioners – Donna Neville and Linda Deos. 
 

4. Public Comments. None. 
 

5. Regular Items 
A. Public Hearing: Davis Communicare Expansion, Assessor’s Parcel Number 036-

060-029 (adjacent to 2051 John Jones Road) — Planning Application #22-17; 
Rezone/PD Amendment #03-22, Final Planned Development (PD) #02-22, De-
sign Review #08-22, Mitigated Negative Declaration #01-22 
 
Senior Planner Eric Lee: Provided an overview of the proposed project entitle-
ments, including a zoning amendment, grading, frontage improvement, outdoor 
improvement, and landscaping. The project would allow the construction of a 
new one-story administrative and medical-services building with related im-
provements on an undeveloped site located. Future development of an outdoor 
food medicine program and outdoor therapy uses are proposed on a portion of 
the site. Summarized environmental review, Initial Study found less than signifi-
cant impact or less than significant with mitigation. Mitigation measures were in-
corporated into the project. 
 
Lynn Bramwell, Communicare Chief Operating Officer: Organization has been 
providing services to residents for 50 years, have outgrown the current location. 
Project would enable Communicare to provide expanded services currently not 
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offered. 60 year lease of property owned by Sutter Hospital and will work under 
their entitlements.  
 
Chair Rowe opened the public hearing. 
 
Jessica: Oppose the expansion. 
 
Chair Rowe closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner discussion included the number of parking spaces interest in add-
ing parking lot solar and expanding the proposed rooftop solar, and interest in 
addition of shade trees, structures, or orientation of the building to provide ade-
quate shading.  
 
C.  Essex moved, seconded by M. Weiss, to recommend to the City Council to 
take the following actions: 
1. Adopt the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and the Mitigation Mon-

itoring and Reporting Plan and find that no further environmental review is re-
quired; 

2. Adopt the Ordinance amending PD 3-90 to change the subarea zoning of ap-
proximately 3.13 acres to Public/Semi-Public; 

3. Approve Planning Application #22-17 based on the Findings and subject to 
the Conditions of Approval. 

Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Planning Commission recessed at 8:32 p.m. and reconvened at 8:37 p.m. 
 

B. Public Hearing: Revised Housing Element 2021-2029 (Version 2) 
 
Community Development Director Sherri Metzker: In August 2021, City Council 
adopted the Housing Element for 2021-2029 and it was submitted to the Califor-
nia State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) for certifi-
cation. In December 2021, HCD found that the Housing Element did not comply 
with State Housing Law and it was not certified.  
 
Staff worked with HCD on proposed revisions and in August 2022, the revised 
draft was posted for a public comment period. In September 2022, the Planning 
Commission held a public hearing on Version 2 of the Housing Element. All 
comments have been addressed and the Housing Element has been revised as 
necessary. Prior to re-submittal to HCD, Version 2 of the Housing Element must 
be re-approved. 
 
Chair Rowe opened the public hearing. 
 
Martha Teeter: Racial/Ethnical Concentrated Areas of Poverty section should 
include additional populations other than students such as the homeless popu-
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lation. Program 1.1, No Net Loss, should retain all very low and low income 
units. Program 3.6, Displacement Prevention, annual review of properties must 
occur more frequently.  
 
Mary Nisson, Developmental Disability Future Planning Group of Yolo County: 
Informal grass root group. Thank staff for updating section related to develop-
mental disability. Ask that term Mental Retardation be changed to Intellectual 
Disability.  
 
Eileen Samitz: Important to encourage UC Davis to build taller density on cam-
pus housing. Other UC Universities are building taller. UC Davis has available 
land to build.  
 
Chair Rowe closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Rutherford left the meeting at 9:35 p.m. 
 
G. Rowe moved, seconded by S. Streeter, to recommend that the City Council 
approve Resolution Adopting Version 2 of the Updated Housing Element of the 
General Plan for 2021-2029 and Directing Staff to Submit the Updated Housing 
Element to the State Department of Housing and Community Development for 
State Certification with the following amendments: 
1. Incorporate staff recommended language in the City’s responses to HCD’s 

comments as follows: 
a. City Response 2 to Page 140 of the HE —Yolobus and Yolobus Spe-

cial (Paratransit) and Yolobus Your Ride (Microtransit) services are al-
so available. Remove the word “alternative” after exceptional and be-
fore transportation. 

b. City Response 8 to Page 258-260 of the HE, Program 2.21 — Add “to 
define and” after Code and before allow.  

2. Replace the word “mental retardation” with “intellectual disability” 
3. Program 1.15 Collaborate with UC Davis on Student Housing — Add lan-

guage to encourage more efficient and sustainable land use by constructing 
building in a minimum of seven stories in height beginning with the Solano 
Park redevelopment project. 

 
G. Rowe Friendly Amendment: Change the minimum building height from seven 
to five stories. Accepted by second. 
 
Rutherford returned at 9:48 p.m. 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
6. Commission and Staff Updates 

A. As Needed: Liaison Report on Current Discussions or Activities Related to the 
Tree Commission’s Update of the Urban Forest Management Plan 
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C. Essex: Provided written comments to Tree Commission on UFMP, comments 
were submitted to the consultant and staff for consideration.  
 

B. Upcoming Meeting Dates – January 25, February 8 and 22 
S. Metzker: Do not anticipate cancelling any upcoming meeting dates. University 
Mall redevelopment project scheduled for February 22. 
 

7. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 10:02 p.m. 
 


