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City of Davis 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 27, 2021 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Commission Members: Cheryl Essex (Chair), Greg Rowe (Vice Chair), Darryl Rutherford, 

Emily Shandy, Stephen Streeter, Michelle Weiss 
 
Commissioners Absent: David Robertson 
 
Council Liaisons: None 
 
Staff:  Principal Planner Sherri Metzker 

 
1. Call to Order. Chair Essex called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda. M. Weiss move, second D. Rutherford to approve the agenda  

as amended with the removal of Public Hearing: 202 and 260 Cousteau Place Solar 
Carports item by the following vote: 

AYES: Rowe, Rutherford, Shandy, Streeter, Weiss, Essex 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Robertson 

 
3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Liaisons. 

 
S. Streeter: Suggest adding an item related to the Climate Adaptation Action Plan on 
November 10 agenda – Expanding opportunities for local housing development to 
balance local employment opportunities.  
 
C. Essex: Send item request to S. Metzker and Chair. Will consider adding to agen-
da. 
 
G. Rowe: Mutual Housing at 5th Street apartments (Sterling 5th Street) received over 
400+ applications for approximately 30 units. City Council has moved forward on the 
draft scope of work for the financial analysis report to be used in next inclusionary 
housing ordinance. Analysis is to be reviewed by the Finance and Budget Commis-
sion. 
 
D. Rutherford: Need to figure out what will work for community. Process should allow 
more input and expertise. 

 
4. Public Comments. 

Alan Hirsch: Fall color is happening—tree leaves are changing colors as well as 
acorns. Trees define quality of life as much as homes. 
 

5. Consent Calendar 
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A. Minutes from the Planning Commission Meetings of July 14, 2021; July 28, 2021 

(Deputy City Clerk Victor Jaimes) 
Recommendation: Approve 
 
M. Weiss moved, seconded by E. Shandy, to approve the July 14 minutes and 
the amended July 28 minutes by the following vote:  

AYES: Rowe, Ruth, Shandy, Streeter, Weiss, Essex 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Robertson 

 
6. Regular Items 

A. Public Hearing: 202 and 260 Cousteau Place Solar Carports: Planning Applica-
tion #20-26 for Design Review #10-20; and Planning Application #20-27 for De-
sign Review #11-20 
 
Proposed project would install 14 photovoltaic solar carport canopies over the 
existing parking lots. The project also includes rooftop solar on both buildings, 
ancillary equipment, related improvements, and removal of parking lot trees. A 
Tree Modification Permit was approved for this project. 
 
Public hearing was continued to December 8, 2021. 
 

B. Public Hearing: Conditional Use Permit for a new AT&T Telecommunications Fa-
cility at 1731 Research Park Drive: Planning Application #21-12 for Conditional 
Use Permit #03-21 and Design Review #12-21 
 
Planner Eric Lee: provided overview of the project. The project would install nine 
panel antennas on an existing three-story office building. The proposed facility is 
located is located within 500 feet of a mixed-use zone. Current Wireless Com-
munications Facility Ordinance prohibits site within 500 feet of schools, residen-
tial, and mixed-use unless an exception is granted.  
 
Chair Essex opened the public hearing. 
 
Maria Kim, Applicant Complete Wireless Consulting: Identified gap in coverage 
and lack of capacity south of Interstate 80. New site would help fill gap in cover-
age. Current AT&T sites do not provide adequate coverage in the site area. The 
access ladder will be OSHA compliant. Will have a locked metal cage door that 
will only be accessible by authorized personnel. 
 
Chair Essex closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioners discussed the proposed project, applicant’s site selection pro-
cess and proposed site location, outreach to property owners to gauge interest in 
lease opportunities, potential to add a monopole, the city’s telecommunications 
ordinance, and federal law that governs telecommunications facilities. 
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M. Kim: AT&T sent intent letters to property owners in appropriately zoned areas, 
conducted door-to-door visits, and phone inquiries. Property owners were either 
not interested or did not respond. Alternate site do not provide ideal conditions to 
provide the best gap coverage. Installation of monopole at Playfields Park would 
be within 500 feet of a playground and closer to residential neighborhoods. A 
monopole at the Drew Avenue site would require a monopole of 55-60 feet and 
would provide less coverage. South Davis residents, emergency services vehi-
cles, pass through commuters on I-80 would benefit from improved coverage. 
 
E. Lee: Davis Telecommunications Ordinance contains guidelines for screening 
and stealthing requirements that projects must follow. 
 
S. Metzker: Ordinance only allows city to regulate aesthetics, and provides 
guidelines for wireless facilities to blend into the environment. Federal law prohib-
its city to regulate facilities based on RF signal, health and safety issues. 
 
G. Rowe move, seconded by M. Weiss, as follows 
1. Determine project is categorically exempt from further environmental review 

pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 for the leasing of and minor al-
terations to existing structures; and  

2. Approve Planning Application #21-12 for a new AT&T Telecommunications 
Facility located at 1731 Research Park Drive, including the request for an ex-
ception to the provision prohibiting a facility within 500 feet of a mixed use 
zone, pursuant to Davis Municipal Code (DMC) Section 40.29.220.b, based 
on the Findings and subject to the Conditions of Approval. 

 
Motion was passed by the following vote: 
AYES:  Weiss, Streeter, Shandy, Rutherford, Rowe, 
NOES:  Essex 
ABSENT:  Robertson 
 

7. Commission and Staff Updates 
A. Davis Innovation & Sustainability Campus 2022 (DiSC 2022) Update 

S. Metzker: Will go back to commissions for review and comments. Staff reports 
presented to commissions are on the city’s webpage. Project is moving through 
the review process.  
 
Davis Downtown Plan: have administrative draft EIR and hope to begin the re-
view period in the next couple of months. EIR requires 45-day circulation com-
ment period. Commissioners will have opportunity to review during the comment 
period. 
 

B. Upcoming Meeting Dates –November 10 and 24; December 8 and 22 
S. Metzker: Propose canceling November 24 and December 22. 
 
Commission consensus to cancel November 24 and December 22 meetings. 
 

8. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 


