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City of Davis 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, August 11, 2021 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Commission Members: Cheryl Essex (Chair), David Robertson, Darryl Rutherford, 

Emily Shandy, Stephen Streeter, Michelle Weiss 
 
Commissioners Absent: Greg Rowe (Vice Chair) 
 
Council Liaisons: None  
 
Staff:  Principal Planner Sherri Metzker 

 
1. Call to Order. Chair Essex called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda. Agenda approved by consensus.  
 
3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Liaisons. None. 
 
4. Public Comments. 

 Alan Hirsch: Sutter Hospital planning application includes removal of trees for 
solar panels. Should place solar panels elsewhere. Need trees in parking lot to 
reduce glare. Requested to meet with Sutter leadership to resolve the problem.  

 

5. Regular Items 
A. Public Hearing: 2021-2029 Housing Element  

 

Senior Planner Jessica Lynch: Overview of the Housing Element (HE) update. 
Received public input. Made revisions based on State Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD), public, Housing Element Committee, 
Planning Commission, and City Council. Next steps: complete public review pe-
riod, City Council hearing on Aug 31. If Council adopts, will submit to HCD and 
remain on 8-year update cycle and continue to be eligible for grant funding. Will 
continue to monitor the document and can incorporate change during its lifecy-
cle. 
 
Chair Essex opened the public hearing. 
 
Logan Legg, Martha Teeter, Jackson Mills, Katherine Keller, John Keller, Colin 
Walsh, and Eileen Samitz: Provided suggestions to be considered for inclusion 
in the Housing Element. Comments included: Need to reform single-family zon-
ing to allow more density. Should exempt affordable housing from the one per-
cent growth cap. Offer incentives to developers and homeowner to provide af-
fordable housing. Need to include rezoning of strip malls, remove parking mini-
mums, eliminate single-family zoning, and strengthen inclusionary housing. City 
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needs to pressure UC Davis to provide more housing. HTF funding should not 
come from in lieu fees. Establish a robust source of funds for the HTF. 
 
Alan Hirsch: Questioned the public hearing process since the public is limited to 
viewing only the active speaker and staff and commissioners can see all active 
members in a gallery view.  
 
Kate Wardrip, Legal Services of Northern California: Not confident the Nishi de-
veloper will abide with federal and state requirements that would prevent them 
from solely offering housing to students. If housing is offered to students, the 
project should not count towards the city’s RHNA allocation. 
 
Chair Essex closed the public hearing. 
 
D. Robertson moved, second by S. Streeter, to recommend City Council ap-
prove a resolution adopting the updated Housing Element of the General Plan 
for 2021-2029 and directing staff to submit the updated Housing Element (HE) 
to the State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) for 
state certification and set a date certain for additional discussion and considera-
tion of amendments to the HE. 
 
M. Weiss Friendly Amendment: To recommend City Council approve a resolu-
tion adopting the updated Housing Element of the General Plan for 2021-2029 
and directing staff to submit the updated Housing Element to the State Depart-
ment of Housing and Community Development (HCD) for state certification and 
consider some additional suggestions for potential inclusion to the HE, and set a 
date to return and have a discussion on additional amendments. Withdrew mo-
tion. 
 
D. Rutherford Friendly Amendment: Recommend removal of the Nishi Student 
Housing project affordable housing component from the site inventory. Accept-
ed by mover and second. 
 
D. Rutherford Friendly Amendment: include the following as a standalone pro-
gram action: The City should develop a Housing Trust Fund program that clear-
ly identifies the needs of the community that will be addressed, the programs 
that will be funded by the Housing Trust Fund (HTF), how the HTF will be ad-
ministered, and develop an oversight committee to ensure that HTF funds are 
being used to meet the affordable housing needs of the community. In addition, 
devise a ballot measure for City Council consideration to procure funds for the 
HTF and set the deadline of June 2022 or by the deadline to submit measures 
for the November 2022 Gubernatorial Election. Accepted by mover and second. 
 
D. Robertson Friendly Amendment: Return on September 22 for further discus-
sion and consideration of amendments to the Housing Element. Accepted by 
second.  
 
M. Weiss Friendly Amendment: add the Social Services Commission into the 
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participation of the affordable housing ordinance process in item 2.1.1, and the 
commission to the Responsible Agencies column. Not accepted by mover or 
second. 
 
Motion passed by the following vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Shandy, Streeter, Weiss, Essex 
NOES: Rutherford 
ABSENT: Rowe 
 

6. Commission and Staff Updates 
A. Upcoming Meeting Dates – August 25; September 8 and 22; October 13 and 27 

S. Streeter: Reminder, August 20 Climate Action Adaptation Plan survey dead-
line.  
 
M. Weiss: Ask chair to work with staff to incorporate HE discussion into schedule. 
 
S. Metzker: Last Zoom meeting will be on September 22 and will return to normal 
meeting structure in October. 
 

7. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 9:42 p.m. 
 


