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City of Davis 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, July 28, 2021 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Commission Members: Cheryl Essex (Chair), David Robertson, Greg Rowe (Vice Chair), 

Darryl Rutherford, Emily Shandy, Stephen Streeter, Michelle 
Weiss 

 
Commissioners Absent: None 
 
Council Liaisons: None 
 

Staff:  Principal Planner Sherri Metzker 

 

1. Call to Order. Chair Essex called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda. Agenda approved by consensus. 
 

3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Liaisons. 
D. Rutherford: Need to continue to do our part to help combat the corona virus. En-
courage everyone to get vaccinated.  

 

4. Public Comments. 

 Alan Hirsch: Sutter Hospital tree removal of 200+ trees. Tree Commission 
should be involved. Need to listen to public concerns.  

 Marta Valenga: Concerned tenants living in affordable units at Davis Mutual 
Housing. New house rules limiting amount of plants on patio. Risk evictions if do 
not comply with new rules. Asking city to intervene.  

 

5. Consent Calendar 
A. Minutes from the Planning Commission Meeting of June 23, 2021  

Approve 
 

B. 2020-2040 Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP) Update  
Informational Update 
 

S. Streeter moved, seconded by D. Rutherford, to approve consent calendar. 
Motion passed by consensus. 
 

E. Shandy recused from Green Meadows Subdivision item. Has real property 
interest within 500ft. Left the meeting. 
 

6. Regular Items 
A. Public Hearing: Green Meadows Subdivision: Final Planned Development 

Amendment to Permit Certain Accessory Structures for Buildings Types B, C, 
and D - Planning Application #18-73; Revised Final Planned Development 
(RFPD) #09-18 
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Principal Planner Sherri Metzker: In January 2019, the Planning Commission 
considered approval of an application to amend the Green Meadows Subdivi-
sion Final Planned Development to allow the construction of a storage shed on 
the lot located at 1944 Picasso Avenue. Due to varying lot type restrictions in 
the subdivision, the Planning Commission decided to table the proposal and di-
rected staff to look for a uniform way to address the restrictions and apply them 
to the entire subdivision. Staff is returning with a proposed amendment to allow 
a storage shed on all lot types, and place 45 square footage, 7ft height re-
strictions, and 10ft from dwelling to property line. Only allowed one storage shed 
per lot. Applicant on Picasso will have to modify the original proposal. 
 
Chair Essex opened the public hearing. 
 

Liz Boettner, original applicant: Why restricting A lots if restriction did not origi-
nally apply? Some B and C lots have the space to have bigger structures. 
Question why applying uniform regulation to all lots and determination behind 
45 square foot structure size limitation. 
 

Steven Tinling, and Jini Scammell-Tinling: Support proposed PD amendment. 
Applicant stated the shed would be used as a workshop, which is considered an 
active use which in not permitted.  
 

Allan Bonert: Support proposed PD amendment. Allows lots restricted under 
current restrictions the opportunity to build a shed. 
 

Jennifer Moylan: Should have regulations to prevent occupation of accessory 
structures if that is the real concern for limiting shed size. 
 

Eileen Samitz: Support amendment. Picasso accessory structure was not in 
compliance with city code. The structure exceed maximum height allowable and 
also did not satisfy other zoning requirements. The materials used to construct 
the shed suggest unit will be for active use rather than in a storage capacity 
which is not permitted. 
 

Jacky Betner: A and E lots can have structures. Makes no sense why city re-
quirements are not applied instead. No one is going to live in shed.  
 

Chair Essex closed the public hearing. 
 

S. Metzker: Municipal Code outlines requirements residents must comply with 
when building accessory structures. Green Meadows residents have voiced 
concerns with aesthetics of sheds taking up a large portion of small backyards. 
Some B, C, and D lots will not be able to meet the 50% or less lot coverage re-
quirement under the city’s accessory structure standards in order to build a 
structure.  
 

Planner & Historical Resources Manager Ike Njoku: Most lots in the Green 
Meadows Subdivision are small lots. Under the current PD, most lots already 
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exceed the 50% lot coverage and would not be able to build an accessory struc-
ture.  
 
G. Rowe moved, seconded by S. Streeter, as follows: 
1. Determine that the proposed project is categorically exempt from further 

CEQA review pursuant to Section 15303(e), new construction or conversion 
of small structures (Accessory Structures).   

2. Approve the findings and amendments to the Final Planned Development for 
the Green Meadows Subdivision, Units 1 through 4 (Planning Application 
#18-73 and RFPD #09-18). 

 
D. Rutherford moved substitute motion, seconded by D. Robertson, to remove 
the language that prohibits the construction or installation of accessory struc-
tures on lots B, C, and D in the Original Green Meadows Final Planned Devel-
opment. Motion passed by the following vote: 
AYES: Robertson, Rutherford, Weiss, Essex 
NOES: Rowe, Streeter 
ABSENT: Shandy (recuse) 

 
7. Commission and Staff Updates 

A. Upcoming Meeting Dates – August 11 and 25; September 8 and 22; October 13 
and 27 
C. Essex: Sutter Davis Hospital Tree issue. Potentially discussed on CBS news. 
 
S. Metzker: Housing Element (HE) coming before commission on August 11th. 
Draft available on August 2nd. Redline version and clean version will be available. 
Addressing comments by the State Department of Housing and Community De-
velopment (HCD) and public comments. Going to the City Council on August 
31st. Possibility to amend the HE at a future date. 
 

8. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 9:13 p.m. 


