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CALIFORNIA

City of Davis
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, June 23, 2021
7:00 P.M.

Commission Members: David Robertson, Greg Rowe (Vice Chair), Darryl Rutherford,
Emily Shandy, Stephen Streeter, Michelle Weiss

Commissioners Absent:  Cheryl Essex (Chair)
Council Liaisons: None

Staff: Principal Planner Sherri Metzker

1. Call to Order. Vice Chair Rowe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. Approval of Agenda. Agenda approved by consensus.

3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Liaisons
G. Rowe: City Council held their Housing Element workshop at June 15 meeting.
Presented Housing Element Committee recommendations.

4. Public Comments. None

5. Consent Calendar
A. Minutes from the Planning Commission Meetings of April 28, 2021; May 12,
2021; May 26, 2021; June 9, 2021

Approve

B. 2020 Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP) Update
Informational Update

E. Shandy moved, seconded by D. Rutherford, to approve consent calendar. Mo-
tion passed by consensus.

6. Regular Items
A. Public Hearing: 5034 Chiles Road Used Auto Sales CUP: Planning Application
#20-39 for Conditional Use Permit #03-20, Design Review # 16-20

Planner Eric Lee: The Conditional Use Permit (CUP) will allow used auto sales
and auto services at the existing facilities of the former Mitsubishi dealership fa-
cility. The project includes a Design Review for related improvements to the site
and building. No new or expanded facilities or structures are currently proposed.
Addressed public concerns relating to lighting. Conditions of Approval will re-
quire lights be turned off by specific time and install light shields. Outlined Con-
ditions of Approval.
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Fuad Hassouneh, applicant: Have no objections to conditions. Will comply with
all neighbors’ requests.

Vice Chair Rowe opened the public hearing.

Cathy Rasmunsson: Should include requirement to keep noise down. Should
not be able to hear noise inside any residences. Should comply with dark sky
Ordinace. Business is next to residential neighborhood.

Vice Chair Rowe closed the public hearing.

Commissioner comments:

e Suggest adding a Condition of Approval restricting loud speaker for any se-
curity system or camera.

e Concerned light shields will not be enough to prevent light from reflecting to
homes.

E. Lee: Community Development and Sustainability Department will review light
shields if concerns arise.

Mohamad Maita, applicant: Confirm sound came from security camera. Will turn
feature off.

M. Weiss moved, seconded by D. Robertson, to approve the following:

1. Determine that the proposed project is Categorically Exempt from further en-
vironmental review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 for existing
facilities

2. Approve Planning Application #20-39 based on the Findings and subject to
the Conditions of Approval, as amended to add: prohibit use of loud speaker
function on security system/cameras

Motion passed by the following vote:

AYES: Robertson, Rutherford, Shandy, Streeter, Weiss, Rowe

NOES: None

B. Draft Downtown Davis Specific Plan Workshop (Meeting #6) — Draft Form
Based Code

Planner Eric Lee: Continued review of the Draft Downtown Plan, specifically the
Downtown Form Based Code, Chapter 40 Article 40.14 (Supplemental to Down-
town Zones).

Commissioner individual comments included:

40.14.100 Civic Spaces

e Civic green spaces bring value to community.

e Better use for land classified as Community Garden, need to densify and
make best use of land available.
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40.14.110 Sign Types

e Consider ways to accommodate new technologies.

e Signs should convey an idea or theme of the downtown.

e Suggest continuing to prohibit electronic signs.

e Consider impacts of and ways to mitigate speed intervals of transitions be-
tween messages displayed on electronic signs.

e Signs should be oriented to pedestrians and not vehicles.

e Should restrict sidewalk signs that impede accessibility and pedestrian flow.

e Should add parameters on how sidewalk sign could be used in the down-
town.

e Consider allowing additional signs on buildings with multitenant storefronts
or corner businesses with two street fronts.

e Consider minimum setback for porch and monument signs from intersection,
can obscure pedestrians approaching crosswalk.

e Suggest keeping Fraternity/Sorority signs small.

S. Metzker: Staff looking for direction whether to continue use of small sign,
such as “open” sign, or allow for more intricate electronic sign with changing
displays. (Currently prohibited in sign Ordinance.) Only way to Mitigate electron-
ic signs is regulate the change rate of the display in number of seconds.

E. Lee: Wall sign currently limited to one per building. Staff recommends remov-
ing restriction, in Neighborhood-Small, Neighborhood-Medium, and Neighbor-
hood-Large zones, to allow businesses 50ft from street corner to use
Yard/Porch, Projecting, Awning/Canopy, Wall, or Window signs.

Public comments:

e Jeremy Taylor: Electronic signs will help businesses downtown. Don’t have
them flash. Should embrace new technologies and move forward.

e Heather Bischel: Live in downtown. Concerned with change in designation in
zoning on 500 block of G Street to Main Street medium. Would like to see
zoning designation return to Neighborhood small. Will alter the character of
the neighborhood. Supportive of green and civic spaces and the mental and
physical benefits they provide.

e Nicho Fichomenio: Civic spaces important to how we build community. Sug-
gest using public right of ways to create more civic space.

7. Commission and Staff Updates
A. Upcoming Meeting Dates — July 14 and 28; August 11 and 25; September 8 and
22
S. Metzker: Received verbal comments from the Department of Housing and
Community Development (HCD). Will be receiving written comments soon. HCD
has received public comments from members of the public.

8. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 9:24 p.m.
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