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City of Davis 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, June 9, 2021 

7:00 P.M. 

 

Commission Members:  Stephen Mikesell, Greg Rowe (Vice Chair), Darryl Rutherford, Stephen 

Streeter, Michelle Weiss (Alternate) 

 

Commissioners Absent:  Cheryl Essex (Chair), David Robertson, Emily Shandy,  

 

Council Liaisons: None  

 

Staff:  Principal Planner Sherri Metzker 

 

1. Call to Order. Vice Chair Rowe called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda. Agenda approved by consensus. 

 

3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Liaisons. 

G. Rowe: Housing Element documents available on city website. Submit written comments 

to staff by July 1. 

 

S. Mikesell: Last meeting as commissioner. Moving out of town. Enjoyed serving on the 

commission. 

 

4. Public Comments. 

 Roberta Milstein: Should reconvene the Housing Element Committee and appoint new 

membership. Members were not obligated to disclose any conflict of interest. Have 

committed Brown Act violations. HEC does not represent the values of the community. 
 

5. Continued from May 26, 2021: Draft Housing Element 2021–2029  

 

G. Rowe: Purpose of workshop is to solicit comments from commissioners on the draft 

Housing Element and not approve the draft itself nor the recommendations from the HEC. 

Will focus on Residential Site Inventory, Housing programs and policies, Appendix A – 

RHNA Workshop Response summary, Appendix C – Candidate Rezone Sites. 

 

Commissioner individual comments included: 

 Should have more opportunities for public participation 

 Consider inclusion of amending zoning and building code to allow for tiny homes in 

single family zoned lots 

 Explore ways to promote Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) as affordable units 

 Support potential for duplexes on corner lots in single family areas 

 Concerned with assumption that the downtown will be developed and provide housing 

units. May not be feasible. 

 Impact fees should be based on number of bedrooms rather than by the unit 
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 In lieu fees should be adjusted yearly to account for inflation 

 UCD should build more housing 

 

Public comments:  

 Pam Gannel, Ron Artel, Ann Privateer, Catherine Keller, Jon Keller, Karen Baker, Timo-

thy Hoben, Rina Niyer, Lisa Fraiy, Jaqueline Ames, Josh Jones, Colin Walsh, and Rik 

Keller: Concerned with HEC process and membership, and oppose HEC recommenda-

tions. New members should be appointed to HEC and start process over. Lack of oppor-

tunities for public input. UCD needs to provide more housing.  

 Nancy Price, Kevin McLachlan, and Eileen Samitz: Support HEC recommendations re-

lated to the Housing Trust Fund. Oppose all other HEC recommendations. Policy should 

be in place to ensure UCD provides housing. 

 Jeremy Taylor: Glad city is considering developing the Mace Curve 

 

Commissioner comments: 

 Consider exploring rezoning neighborhood centers into live/work 

 Consider flexibility in single family zoning to allow some multifamily uses 

 Consider expanding Candidate Rezone Sites list 

 Explore ways to make ADUs more affordable 

 Need to be open in exploring or talking about new ways to address housing shortage  

 Suggest adding policy that prohibits the development of additional student oriented 

housing in the city 

 

G. Rowe moved, seconded by D. Rutherford, to include the Housing Trust fund report 

drafted by the Social Services Commission as an appendix in the Housing Element. 

 

M. Weiss proposed a friendly amendment to amend the motion: To include the Housing 

Trust fund report issued by the Social Services Commission as an appendix in the Housing 

Element, and to develop a process and program which the Housing Trust Fund will specify 

and address programs to be supported by the Housing Trist Fund, and establish a Housing 

Trust Fund Oversight Committee. Accepted by mover and second. 

 

Motion passed by the following vote: 

AYES: Weiss, Streeter, Rutherford, Rowe 

NOES: None 

ABSTAIN: Mikesell 

ABSENT: Essex, Shandy 

 

G. Rowe moved, seconded by D. Rutherford, to amend policy 1.4.1 to specify the city will 

work jointly with UCD to develop and implement an aggressive and good neighbor plan 

that will provide for a minimum of 50% of graduate and under graduate students to live on 

campus by the beginning of the 2030-31 academic year and require UCD Freshmen and 

Sophomores to live on campus and to more aggressively build on campus faculty housing.  

 

G. Rowe withdrew motion.  

 

By consensus, Commission supports amending policy 1.4.1 in the final version of the Hous-
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ing Element to be strongly worded to hold UCD to meet their student/faculty housing com-

mitments. 

 

D. Rutherford moved, seconded by G. Rowe, to endorse the recommendations within the 

letter submitted by Legal Services of Northern California (submitted by LSNC on behalf of 

Sacramento Housing Alliance with proposals to address the housing needs of low-income 

residents), and require staff to revise the draft Housing Element before it goes to City Coun-

cil and returns to the commission. Motion failed by the following vote: 

AYES: Rutherford 

NOES: Mikesell, Streeter, Weiss, Rowe 

ABSENT: Essex, Shandy 

 

6. Commission and Staff Updates 

A. Upcoming Meeting Dates – June 23; July 14 and 28; August 11 and 25 

S. Metzker: Housing Element Scheduled for August 11.  

 

M. Weiss: Potential of future workshops regarding topics that have come up during 

Housing Element discussion? 

S. Metzker: Can always bring workshop if there is a need. Should receive an Admin 

Draft on the Downtown Specific Plan in the Fall and targeting Public Hearings in 1st 

quarter of 2022.  

 

7. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 9:57 p.m. 


