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City of Davis 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 

 

Commission Members:  Herman Boschken, Cheryl Essex (Chair), Stephen Mikesell, David Rob-

ertson, Darryl Rutherford, Stephen Streeter (Vice Chair), Greg Rowe, 

Emily Shandy (Alternate) 

 

Commissioners Absent: None 

 

Council Liaisons Present: None 

 

Staff:  Principal Planner Sherri Metzker 

 

1. Call to Order. Chair Essex called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda. S. Mikesell moved, seconded by G. Rowe, to approve the agenda. Mo-

tion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Liaisons.  

E. Shandy: Will be leaving the meeting.  

 

4. Public Comment. None. 

 

5. Consent Calendar 

A. Theta Xi Fraternity Redevelopment Project at 503, 509 & 515 1St Street; Planning Ap-

plication #18-14 for Demolition #3-18, Lot Merger & Lot Line Adjustment #1-18, Condi-

tional Use Permit #5-18, Design Review #5-18 

 

G. Rowe moved, seconded by D. Rutherford, to find that the revised site plan and build-

ing architectural concept is acceptable. Motion passed by the following vote: 

AYES: Boschken, Robertson, Rutherford, Streeter, Rowe 

NOES: Mikesell, Essex 

 

6. Regular Items 

A. Public Hearing: Proposed New Garage with an Accessory Dwelling at 618 F Street; 

Planning Application #20-28 for Design Review #12-20  

 

Planner & Historical Resources Manager Ike Njoku: The Planning Commission is re-

quired to act on projects requesting deviations from applicable zoning standards within 

the Conservation Overlay District. The proposed project deviates from side and rear 

yard setbacks. 

 

Chair Essex opened the public hearing. 
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Public comment: 

 Elma Gardner, applicant: Worked to meet historic district guidelines as well as zon-

ing requirements. Existing swimming pool on property cannot be moved. Did best to 

design a pleasing structure to fit in with neighborhood. 

 

Chair Essex closed the public hearing. 

 

G. Rowe moved, seconded by D. Rutherford, to determine that the proposed project is 

Categorically Exempt from further environmental review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15301, as existing structures that involve minor alteration and negligible or no 

expansion of existing use; Section 15303(e) as construction of an accessory-garage struc-

ture; and 15305 as minor alteration to land use limitations that does not result in any 

changes to land use or density. The property will still be a single-family home; therefore, 

no additional environmental assessment is required. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

D. Rutherford moved, seconded by D. Robertson, to direct the applicant to revise the site 

plan and work with staff to come up with a solution to the vehicle maneuvering issue 

without returning to the Planning Commission. 

 

S. Metzker: Suggest staff work with applicant and return to Planning Commission for an-

other public hearing. 

 

H. Boschken moved substitute motion, seconded by G. Rowe, to direct the applicant to 

revise the site plan to remove the rear yard setback deviation and return to the Planning 

Commission at a later date for consideration and action. The revision shall be limited to 

the garage location and turning radius. Motion passed by the following vote: 

AYES: Boschken, Robertson, Rowe, Rutherford, Streeter, Essex 

NOES: Mikesell 

 

B. Public Hearing: Raising Cane’s Restaurant at 207 E Street; Planning Application #20-23 

for Conditional Use Permit #01-20, Design Review #08-20 

 

Planner Eric Lee: Proposed restaurant and façade alterations to the building located at 

207 E Street. The project would convert and occupy approximately 4,000 sq. ft. of exist-

ing ground floor retail space for restaurant use in the core commercial area in Down-

town Davis. 

 

Chair Essex opened the public hearing. 

 

Public comments: 

 Aaron Zuzack, development company: Purchased property in 2016. View properties 

with a goal of long term sustainability. Raising Cane’s brings vibrancy to the area and 

provides complementary use to nearby businesses. 

 Adam Caracci, Raising Cane’s: Provided an overview of the restaurant franchise and 

proposed interior and exterior design. Will be community focused and hire up to 100 

full and part-time employees with 6 to 8 managers. 
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Chair Essex closed the public hearing. 

 

H. Boschken moved, seconded by S. Mikesell, as follows: 

1. Determine that the project is categorically exempt from further environmental review 

pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301. 

2. Approve Planning Application #20-23 for Raising Cane’s Restaurant located at 207 E 

Street based on Findings and subject to Conditions of Approval. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

7. Commission and Staff Updates 

A. Upcoming Meeting Dates/Long Range Calendar.   

S. Metzker: October 28—Downtown Plan Workshop. November 4—only meeting in No-

vember. December 9—only meeting in December. December 23—cancelled. January 13, 

2021—meeting. 

 

E. Lee: Will return to Planning Commission at a future date for a focused Downtown 

Plan Workshop and also return with discussion of the Form Based Code.  

 

S. Metzker: Housing Element Committee will have additional members appointed by the 

City Council on October 27. The first meeting of the committee will be November 5. 

 

8. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 

 


