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City of Davis 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, April 22, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 

 

Commissioners present:  Herman Boschken, Cheryl Essex (Chair), Stephen Mikesell, David Rob-

ertson, Darryl Rutherford, Stephen Streeter (Vice Chair), Greg Rowe, 

Emily Shandy (Alternate) 

 

Commissioners absent: None 

 

1. Call to Order. Chair Essex called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda. D. Rutherford moved, seconded by G. Rowe, to approve the agenda. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Liaisons.  

Principal Planner Sherri Metzker: City Council extended the sunset date of the affordable 

housing ordinance to the end of November 2021; intent is to use downtown plan, housing el-

ement, and economic study to better inform new ordinance.  

 

4. Public Comment. None. 

 

5. Consent Calendar 

A. Minutes from the Planning Commission Meetings of December 11, 2019; January 8, 

2020; February 26, 2020; and March 11, 2020 

By consensus approve each set of minutes based on meeting attendance, abstain for those 

absent from the meeting. 

 December 11, 2019 minutes were approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  Boschken, Rowe, Rutherford, Shandy, Essex, Streeter 

NOES:  None 

ABSTAIN: Mikesell, Robertson 

 January 8, 2021 minutes were approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  Mikesell, Roberson, Rowe, Rutherford, Shandy, Essex, Streeter 

NOES:  None 

ABSTAIN: Boschken 

 February 26, 2020 minutes were approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  Boschken, Mikesell, Robertson, Rutherford, Shandy, Essex, Streeter 

NOES:  None 

ABSTAIN: Rowe 

 March 11, 2020 minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

6. Regular Items 

A. Public Hearing: Aggie Research Campus Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 

Report (DSEIR)  

 

Principal Planner Sherri Metzker: Provided general overview of project. The Aggie Re-
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search Campus application proposes 2,654,000 sq. ft. of innovation center/business uses 

and 850 residential units of varied sizes and affordability. The DSEIR was prepared to 

address project changes not included in the Mace Ranch Innovation Center (MRIC) 

EIR. The Final EIR (FEIR)will consist of comments made and responses to those com-

ments, revisions to language, additional language to clarify information included in 

draft. Next steps, FEIR will return to the Planning Commission and City Council con-

sideration and approval. 

 

Nick Pappani, Raney Planning & Management: Overview of project and site layout. 

Max number of residential units will be on site. Applicant has proposed to use 6.8 acres 

of the city’s 25 acres parcel, but city has not agreed to transfer. Significant and unmiti-

gable impacts were identified. Next steps, DEIR review and comments—April 27 dead-

line for public and agencies. FEIR/Responses to comment—May 2020. 

 

Chair Essex opened the public hearing. 

 

Public comments: 

 Francesca, [No name given], Aggie, Shawn Glance, Gwen Chodur, Cornelius Burke, 

Cici Garfoli, and Alan Hirsch: support the project, major economic boost to city. 

Forward thinking project and comprehensive SEIR. Current project has less envi-

ronmental impacts than previous project. Provides opportunities to UC Davis gradu-

ates to stay in the community. 

 Marica Pappagiapas, Roberta Millstein, Julia, Ron Artell, Mr. Robinson, [No name 

given], Ellen Dean, Jean Jackman, Josh Jones, Rick Keller, Sue Greenwald, Kristine 

Armstrong, Pam Gunnell, Charlene Henwood, Larry Gunther, Colin Walsh, Dirk 

Gently, Eileen Samitz, and Alan Pryor: oppose the project. Developers should not be 

able to use city owned land purchase with Measure O open space tax dollars. Too 

many environmental impacts and traffic issues, need additional studies. Need more 

time to analyze proposal before potential inclusion on next election ballot. Lack of 

on-site affordable housing.  
 

Commissioner comments included: Most impacts are adequately addressed; concerned 

with traffic issues; 850 homes/units may not go to on-site workers; project should find 

another way to fulfill open space needs rather than relying on the city’s 6.8 acres parcel. 

 

7. Commission and Staff Updates 

A. Upcoming Meeting Dates/Long Range Calendar.   

S. Metzker: No changes to routine schedule. 

 

8. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 10:15 pm. 

 


