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City of Davis
Human Relations Commission Meeting Minutes
Community Chambers, 23 Russell Boulevard, Davis, CA 95616
Thursday, September 25, 2025
6:30 P.M.

Commission Members: Felix Alvarez, Kevin Baker (Co-Chair), Ellie Kaplan,
Hilda Khairallah, Amir Kol, Leonie Pickett (Co-Chair),
Deema Tamimi (arrived at 6:48p.m.)

Commission Members Absent: None

Commission Ex-Officio Members: Kate Snow (Davis Joint Unified School District
Administration Member), Mikael Villalobos (UC Davis
Administrative Member), Sawyer Vau (Davis Joint
Unified School District High School Student
Representative, Alternate) (arrived at 6:41p.m.)

Staff: Community Relations Program Manager Carrie Dyer

1. Call to Order & Roll Call. Co-Chair Baker called the meeting to order at 6:31p.m.

2. Approval of Agenda. E. Kaplan moved, seconded by F. Alvarez, to approve the
agenda. Motion passed by the following vote:
AYES: Alvarez, Kaplan, Khairallah, Kol, Pickett, Baker
NOES: None
ABSENT: Tamimi

3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Council Liaisons
K. Baker: Rosh Hashanah this week. UC Davis students return to campus this week.

Community Relations Program Manager Carrie Dyer: October 5—Davis Neighbors
Night Out. 116 parties, 5,000 invites, estimate over 15,000 people. Website has
event information. October 9—Chair/Vice Chair Training; encourage attendance for
all commissioners.

K. Snow: Last year, DJUSD Superintendent created student advisory group on
combatting dehumanizing language. Outcomes: educational campaign, statement
for teachers and students to sign, slogan “know better, do better, be better”, and
wristbands. Superintendent will be creating a new advisory group to continue efforts.
Heard from students concerns about tracking and responding to incidents. Currently
track vandalism and identity-based harm, no current mechanism for interpersonal
activities. Goal for this year to explore.
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4. Public Comment

Ron Glick: Should publish recent paper by Leah Hibel on City website.

Alan Miller: Jews have had to hide who they are and should denounce Jewish state.
Ning Wan: Should prioritize human rights.

Unnamed individual: Anti-Semitic graffiti at DJUSD high school was found on first
day of class; concern about proliferation of hateful rhetoric available to students.
Commission should research authors and books before promoting them.

Alan Hirsch: Hate can turn into justifiable violence. Need to love and repair instead.

5. Consent Calendar
A. Minutes from the Human Relations Commission Meeting of August 28, 2025.

D. Tamimi moved, seconded by L. Pickett, to approve the August 28, 2025
minutes. Motion passed unanimously.

6. Regular Iltems

A. Sanctuary City Workplan Subcommittee Designation

F. Alvarez: City Council approved the following commission workplan items
related to sanctuary city:

Reaffirm and update the City’s Sanctuary City language, as needed.

Update the previously created informational card available to the public.
Create a one-time publication/guide including “know your rights” information.
Provide education, engagement, and resources for businesses on supporting
community members and patrons.

Offer education and training for City staff regarding immigrant rights and
protections.

Conduct Sanctuary City public education, including a potential forum and
website updates

Suggest four potential subcommittees:

1.

L.

Update language and research information on other agencies;

2. Update informational card/create one-time publication;
3.
4. Contact organizations for information gathering.

Research/Engagement with local business in coordination with City staff;

Pickett: Suggest only 1-2 subcommittees and prioritize items instead of

tackling all at once. Short duration (2-3 month time limit), work could build for
other items later.

Commission discussion included:

Approach to completing tasks, such as a phased approach with two
subcommittees with time-limited deadlines to obtain information for next steps.
Prioritizing updating resolution language and conducting research/outreach in
various ways, and education and messaging once work products completed
(possibly include more visual items such as signage).
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e Conducting research/outreach:
o Who to contact and what information to gather:

= Non-governmental agencies (advocates, business groups,
church groups, individuals, organizations): Lived experience/
who would benefit from a sanctuary city.

= Governmental agencies and institutions (City, County, DJUSD,
UC Davis and related resource centers, hospitals, law
enforcement): current policies, programs, practices, resources,
resolution language, and other related to sanctuary city content.

= Consider critical stakeholders vs. quantity.

o Discerning/Understanding:

= What resources and networks are already out there to utilize,
including real-time updated information considering current
climate and fast-changing policy implementation.

= What people understand policy is now, what their rights are,
what resources are available, and what they might want to see
in future resources and policy changes.

= How information can be used to support, share, and/or promote
current/ongoing messaging and efforts of County and other
governmental agencies.

Public comments:

e Alan Hirsch: Need to address actions happening now. Should use signs or
other physical, visible items so that people feel safe. Oppose use of cameras
that send information to immigration and custom enforcement agencies.

¢ Ning Wan: Oppose high density of people; safety concerns.

L. Pickett moved, seconded by E. Kaplan, to create two subcommittees:

1. Lived Experience: Research lived experience of people that would benefit from
the sanctuary city and exploring what the City could do to better support them.

2. Institutional Allies: Research language polices and current practices of local
institutions and comparative cities around sanctuary city related content.

Motion passed unanimously.

K. Baker moved, seconded by L. Pickett, to assign F. Alvarez, H. Khairallah, and
D. Tamimi, to the Lived Experience Subcommittee. Motion passed unanimously.

L. Pickett moved, seconded by D. Tamimi, to assign K. Baker, E. Kaplan, and L.
Pickett to the Institutional Allies Subcommittee. Motion passed unanimously.

B. Exploration of Additional Commission Periorities for the Workplan

K. Baker: Suggest reviewing/continuing previous subcommittee work for current
workplan: website review and civil rights ordinance.

Public comment:
e Alan Hirsch: Should discuss definition of a hate incident.
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Website Review

Commissioner discussion included timeline for overall city website updates (mid
2026-27), need for city staff consultation and analysis, clarification that
recommended changes are for the Commission webpage with components that
could be applicable to the overall city website, and consider revising previous
subcommittee work into a new task for City Council consideration.

D. Tamimi moved, seconded by E. Kaplan, to propose formation of a
subcommittee to review the Commission webpage and make recommendations
on content, accessibility, and functionally. Motion passed unanimously.

Civil Rights Ordinance

K. Baker: Previous subcommittee looked into Commission functions related to
civil rights ordinance. Suggest reconstitution of subcommittee to develop an
action plan to carry out Commission obligations of civil rights ordinance.

K. Baker moved, seconded by D. Tamimi, to propose reconstitution of previous
Civil Rights Ordinance subcommittee to develop an action plan for Commission
to carry out obligations of the civil rights ordinance.

C. Dyer clarification: Staff will confer with City Attorney and City Clerk to
determine current status of ordinance revisions, clarify existing language, and if
proposed task requires City Council approval under new process.

Motion passed by the following vote:
AYES: Alvarez, Kaplan, Khairallah, Pickett, Tamimi, Baker
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: Kol
C. Committee and Liaison Updates
i. Campus Council on Community and Diversity (E. Kaplan, A. Kol (Alternate))
M. Villalobos: First meeting will be October 9.
ii. Hate Free Together (D. Tamimi, H. Khairallah (Alternate))
D. Tamimi: Summit soon to discuss resources and issues in community and
how to work together with organizations. Will attend ongoing meetings and
report out from them. Received clarification that alternate is considered a

community member when regular present at summits or meetings.

iii. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Planning Committee (F. Alvarez, E.
Kaplan, L. Pickett)

S. Vau: Interested in being on planning committee.
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L. Pickett moved, seconded by F. Alvarez, to appoint S. Vau (ex-officio) to the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Planning Committee. Motion passed
unanimously.

iv. Cesar Chavez Celebration Planning Committee (K. Baker, H. Khairallah)

K. Baker: Looking into finding a date; need to coordinate around Farmers
Market.

Public comment:
e Alan Miller: Shouldn’'t have a committee about tolerance with “hate” in title.
e Alan Hirsch: Community members should be invited to subcommittee meetings.

D. Determine November and December Meeting Dates

C. Dyer: November and December regular meeting dates fall on City closure
dates. Suggest November 5 or 6 and mid-December date to align with sanctuary
city subcommittee work (would also mean no October meeting).

No public comment.

K. Baker moved, seconded by H. Khairallah, to schedule the next regular
meeting of the Human Relations Commission to November 5 or 6 (depending on
room availability) and to determine the December date at the November meeting.
Motion passed unanimously.

7. Future Agenda Items/Long Range Calendar

Public comment:

e Alan Hirsch: Need “Love Your Neighbor, No Exceptions” banners around Davis.

e Alan Miller: Commission should condemn and ask for the removal of UC Davis
Chancellor Gary May regarding UC Davis coffee house incident.

L. Pickett: Should agendize for next meeting discussion and selection of theme for
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration.

8. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.
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