AVIS

CALIFORNIA

City of Davis
Tree Commission Meeting Agenda
Thursday, October 21, 2021
5:30 P.M.

Commission Members: Colin Walsh (Chair), Larry Guenther (Vice-Chair), David
Robinson, Tracy DeWit, Jim Cramer, John Reuter, Tony Gill
Alternate-vacant

Council Liaisons: Will Armold (Regular), Dan Carson (Alternate)

Assigned Staff: Rob Cain, Urban Forest Manager

NOTE: Commissioners, staff and the public will participate in this meeting via
teleconference or otherwise electronically. This meeting is compliant with AB 361 which
allows for a deviation of teleconference rules required by the Brown Act during a
proclaimed state of emergency. [n-person attendance will not be permitted.

REMOTE AUDIO AND VIDEO MEETING PARTICIPATION:

From a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device with high-speed internet:
(If your device does not have audio, please also join by phone)

Click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84874919645

Or Telephone: Webinar ID 848 7491 9645

Dial: 1-669-900-9128
or 1-346-248-7799
or 1-253-215-8782
or 1-301-715-8592
or 1-312-626-6799
or 1-646-558-8656

Please note: The numerical order of items on this agenda is for convenience of reference; items may be taken out of
order. No new items shall begin after 7:30 p.m. unless unanimous consent exists to continue.

1. Call to Order & Roll Call
2. Approval of Agenda

3. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commissioners, and Liaisons
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Tree Commission Meeting
October 21, 2021

4. Public Comment
At this time any member of the public may address the commission on matters which
are not listed on this agenda, or are listed on the consent calendar.

REMOTE PUBLIC COMMENTS:

1. Submit written public comments to TreeCommission@cityofdavis.org.
Emails are distributed to Commissioners, Council Liaisons and staff. To
ensure the Commission has the opportunity to review information prior to
the meeting, send emails by 3:30 P.M. on the meeting date.

2. Live remote public comments:

a. Device with mic: Press the "raise a hand" button.
b. Phone: Press *9 to indicate a desire to make comment.

The Chair or assigned staff will call you by name or phone number when it is
your turn to comment. Speakers will be limited to no more than three
minutes. Speakers will be asked to state their name for the record.

5. Consent Calendar
All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and non-
controversial, require no discussion, as items are expected to have unanimous
support, and may be enacted by one motion.
A. Tree Commission Minutes — September 16, 2021
B. Tree Removals List (/Informational)

*See above instructions for remote public comments*
6. Regular ltems
A. Street Tree Removal Requests. (Rob Cain, Urban Forest Manager)
Recommendation: Action Item — Receive presentation from Urban Forest
program staff on the street tree removal requests submitted for this meeting,
and consider motions to approve or deny the removal requests. Each request
will be accompanied by a public comment period. (45 Minutes)

Location Tree Species  Reason for Request Zone

704 Coolidge Street Chinese Poor species choice 101
Hackberry

1015 Acacia Lane Silk Tree (2) Declining tree health 102

440 A Street Holly Oak ADA sidewalk repair 106
Moraine Ash

721 K Street American EIm  Limb failures 107
Chinese
Hackberry

5424 Cowell Bivd- Red Gum Limb failures 112

Greenbelt Eucalyptus

602 Angela Street Aristocrat Pear Limb failures 112

B. Davis Innovation and Sustainability Campus (DISC) (Sherri Metzker,
Principal Planner) Recommendation: Action ltem — Receive a presentation
from staff and applicant on the Davis Innovation and Sustainability Campus
and provide recommendations for the project. (120 minutes)
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Tree Commission Meeting
Cctober 21, 2021

7. Commission and Staff Communications
Commission members, representatives of inter-jurisdictional bodies and active
subcommittees may request time to provide updates on on-going work.
Subcommittee recommendations requiring Commission attention require a
regular agenda item.
A. Subcommittee Updates

B. Next Meeting Topics (5 min)

8. Adjournment

in compliance with Brown Act regulations, this agenda was legally posted at least 72 hours in advance of
the listed meeting date. Any writing related to an agenda item for this meeting distributed to the Commission
less than 72 hours before this meeting is available online at hitps://cityofdavis.org/city-hall/commissions-
and-committees/utilities-commission link. For additional information regarding this agenda or this
commission, please feel free to contact Rob Cain by calling (530) 757-5633 extension 5678 or by email at

rcain@cityofdavis.org.

The City does not transcribe its proceedings. Anyone who desires a verbatim record of this meeting should
arrange for attendance by a court reporter or for other acceptable means of recordation. Such arrangements
will be at the sole expense of the individual requesting the recordation.

As required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing special assistance to participate at

this meeting should contact the City Manager's Office at 530-757-5602. Notification at least 24 hours prior
to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting.
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7THAV1S
City of Davis
Tree Commission Minutes

Remote Meeting
Thursday, September 16, 2021
5:30 P.M.

Commissioners Present: Colin Walsh-Chair, Larry Guenther-Vice-Chair, David Robinson,

Jim Cramer, Tony Gill, John Reuter, Tracy De Wit, Alternate-

vacant
Council Liaison(s) Will Arnold
Absent:
Staff Present: Rob Cain, Urban Forest Manager

Also in Attendance:

1. Call to Order and Roli Call
Chairperson Walsh called meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Approval of Agenda

Cramer moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Reuter. Approved by the
following votes:

Ayes: DeWit, Robinson, Reuter, Guenther. Cramer, Gill
Noes:
Absent: Walsh

. Brief Announcements from Staff, Commission Members, and City Council

Members

Commissioner Gill gave a brief introduction for himself as he is new to the
Commission

Commissioner DeWit announced a Tree Davis bike tour on September 25,
Commissioner Robinson mentioned that he has noticed a lot of stress in the
trees due to the drought and cessation of watering from residents

Staff informed the Commission on the Reimagine Russell Boulevard project
workshop being held October 6, 2021 at 5:30 p.m.

Staff informed the Commission regarding a follow up meeting with Davey
Resource Group to review an updated scope of work.



Tree Commission Meeting Minutes
September 16, 2021

o Staff informed the Commission regarding upcoming Tree Davis Plantings for
the Cal Fire Proposition 68 grant. Plantings will be held October 9 at the
Explorit Science Center, October 30 at Community Park, November 6 at Mace
Ranch Park, and November 20 at the Lake Alhambra bike path area.

4. Public Comment
No public comment was received at the meeting

5. Consent Calendar
A. Tree Commission Minutes — August 5 and August 19, 2021 minutes

B. Tree Removals List (Informational)
Motion: Move consent items

Moved by Walsh, seconded by Cramer. The motion passed by the following
votes:
Ayes: Walsh, Robinson, Reuter, Cramer, Gill, Guenther, DeWit
Noes:
Absent:

6. Regularltems
A. Street Tree Removal Requests.

The item was introduced by Rob Cain, who provided a brief presentation on the

reguest for a street tree removal.

Location Tree Species

1. 102 Huerta Place Aleppo Pine
Motion: Follow staff recommendation to remove and replace the tree due the
tree being planted on top of utilities.

Moved by Robinson, seconded by Guenther. The motion passed 6-1 by the
following votes:

Ayes: Cramer, Guenther, Gill, Reuter, Robinson, Walsh

Noes: DeWit

Absent;

B. Climate Adaptation and Action Plan (CAAP)
The item was introduced by Rob Cain (in place of another staffperson unable to
attend the meeting), who gave a brief overview of the CAAP progress report
submitted to the Commission and informed commissioners of the upcoming
Natural Resources Commission discussion on the project.
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Tree Commission Meeting Minutes
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Discussion also included the following:
¢ The nature of the items prioritized in the top 25 list
* The background of the 2010 plan being updated.

The item was opened for public comment:
No public comment was received for the item.

The Commission took no action on the item.

C. Sutter Solar Project Letter
The item was introduced by Larry Guenther, Vice-Chair. The Commission heard a
report from the recommendation letter subcommittee and finalized the letter for
submission as a communication item to City Council.

Discussion included the following:

« Large projects with tree removals involved are not coming before the
Commission

e The City process for tree removals and if the process should be changed

s The amount of mature trees being removed from projects and the
replacement with small trees

¢ Tree Modification Permit use and process for non-city trees

¢ Focus of letter being more towards the impact of the tree loss and climate
change impacts

¢ Differences in the Tree Modification Permit and Tree Removal Request

o Written media pieces to discuss the environmental benefits of trees

The item was opened for public comment:
No public comment was taken for the item.

The Commission took the following action on the item:

Motion: Adopt the Sutter letter as edited and send to City Council as soon as
possible.

Moved by Robinson, seconded by Reuter. The motion passed 7-0 by the following
votes:

Ayes: Cramer, Guenther, Gill, Reuter, Robinson, Walsh, DeWit

Noes:

Absent:
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Tree Commission Meeting Minutes
September 16, 2021

D. Tree Commission Charter
The item was introduced by Colin Walsh, Chair and the Commission discussed
changes to the Charter and resolution of the Tree Commission.

Discussion included the following:
o Proposed name change for the Commission from Tree Commission to the
Urban Forest Commission
« Update needed for the Commission to come up with present-day issues
» Overlap of an expanded charge with other commissions that may deal with
tree issues

The item was opened for public comment:
No public comment was received for the item

The Commission took the following action on the item:

Motion: Recommend a subcommittee of three members to research the name
change and updates to the Commission charter. Members of the subcommittee
will be Robinson, Walsh, and Guenther

Moved by Guenther, seconded by Cramer. The motion passed 7-0 by the

following votes:
Ayes: Cramer, Guenther, Gill, Reuter, Robinson, Walsh, DeWit

Noes:
Absent:

E. Davis Innovation and Sustainability Campus (DISC)
The item was introduced by Colin Walsh, Chair. The Commission discussed the
formation of a subcommittee to review the project materials and develop
recommendations from the Tree Commission for the project.

Discussion included the following:
« Commission inquired whether a project presentation would be delivered to
the Commission
» Reviewing the previous comments from the Commission on the last project
submittal
o Subcommittee members and duties of the subcommittee
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The item was opened for public comment:
No public comment was taken for this item

The Commission took the following action on the item:

Motion: Form a subcommittee to look at DISC 22 and develop recommendations
from the Tree Commission for the project with members of Walsh, DeWit, and
Reuter

Moved by Guenther, seconded by Robinson. The motion passed 7-0 by the
following votes:
Ayes: Cramer, Guenther, Gill, Reuter, Robinson, Walsh, DeWit
Noes:
Absent:

Motion: Form a subcommittee to write recommendation letter and add members
Guenther, Gill, and Cramer

Moved by Guenther, seconded by Walsh. The Motion passed 6-0 by the following
votes:

Ayes: Cramer, Guenther, Gill, Reuter, Robinson, Walsh

Noes:

Absent: DeWit

7. Commission and Staff Communication
A. Subcommittee Updates.
The item was introduced by Reuter and DeWit with updates given for the
Temporary Parking Lot Shade 2x2.

Discussion also included the following:
« Developing a community oufreach for solar recommendations
s Photovoltaic discussion coming soon

B. Next Meeting Topics.
The item was introduced by Rob Cain

Discussion also included the following:
» Davis Innovation and Sustainability Campus
» Commission work plan
e Davey updated Urban Forest Management Plan outreach plan
¢ Putah Creek Preserve
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8. Adjourn
Motion: To adjourn the Tree Commission meeting at 8:05 p.m.

Moved by Guenther, seconded by DeWit. The motion passed by the following votes:
Ayes: Cramer, Guenther, Gill, Reuter, Robinson, Walsh, DeWit
Noes:
Absent:

Page 6 of 6



Item: B6A
Meeting Date: October 21, 2021

Tree Removal Requests

Trees that have been requested for removal



ADAvIS

CALIFOQRNIA

City of Davis
TREE COMMISSION
SERVICE REQUEST 21-4737

Request from: Marylee Ganzer Request Date: 10/1/21
Location Address: 704 Coolidge Street Offset: 9 ft.
Home Phone: 209-603-1522 Zone: 101

Tree Type: Chinese Hackberry
Planting Location: Far left

Date Planted: 10/11/1981

Request: Tree removal request

Customer Comments:

The Hackberry is a misguided selection for a residential lot. Unlike the current time,
when this tree was selected 50+years ago, there was little awareness of what is
appropriate. This tree is the bully of my yard. It encroaches on the other trees and
hangs over the roof. It is costly to have a pest company deep root feed each year to
mitigate wooly aphids causing dripping and stickiness in the yard-the worst part. The
aphids render the tree unhealthy.

Evaluation Comments:

The tree is in fair health and minimally over hangs the roof. The tree is in a line of trees
that provides morning shade for Coolidge Street. Staff recommends retaining the tree
and pruning the tree for building clearance, clearance from the surrounding trees, and to
raise the crown for street clearance. The backyard Pistache was planted under the
Hackberry and is now growing up into the lower canopy of the hackberry.

Moved by: Cramer:
Seconded by: DeWit:
Motion: Guenther:
Motion Passed: Gill:
Reuter:
Robinson:

Walsh:



704 Coolidge Street

Hackberry



704 Coolidge Street

Roof View



704 Coolidge Street

Canopy



ADAVIS

CALIFORNIA

City of Davis
TREE COMMISSION
SERVICE REQUEST 21-4626

Request from: Barbara Greene Request Date: 9-8-2021
Location Address: 1015 Acacia Lane Offset: 7 & 6 ft.
Home Phone: Zone: 102

Tree Type: Silk Tree

Planting Location: Front right
and Far Left

Date Planted: 12/4/1970

Request: Tree removal request

Customer Comments:

Another branch came down today. This time (once again) on the north tree.

| would like both of my city trees evaluated and trimmed or removed. There are many
pedestrians on our sidewalks and | do not want the responsibility for their safety with
these trees. And the south tree is hanging low over my neighbor's driveway.

Evaluation Comments:

Front right tree- The tree has decay at the main branch attachments from a previous
limb failure. The tree also has cavities in some scaffold branches from previous pruning
wounds. Due to the decay staff recommends removal and replacement of the tree.

Far left tree-The tree also has decay on the scaffold limbs and cavities on the scaffold
branch over the neighboring driveway. Due to the decay and cavities, staff recommends
removal and replacement of the tree.

Moved by: Cramer:
Seconded by: DeWit:
Motion: Guenther:
Motion Passed: Gill:
Reuter:
Robinson:

Walsh:



1015 Acacia Lane
Front Left Silk Tree



1015 Acacia Lane

Front Left Limb Decay



1015 Acacia Lane
Front Left Limb Cavity



1015 Acacia Lane

Front Right Silk Tree



1015 Acacia Lane

Front Right Limb Decay



1015 Acacia Lane
Front Right Limb Cavity



STAFF REPORT

DATE: October 21, 2020
TO: Tree Commission
FROM: Kevin Fong, Senior Civil Engineer

SUBJECT: Tree Removal at 440 A Street

Recommendation
1. Approve the removal of the existing tree to not impede the ADA path of travel on the
sidewalk, and planting of new trees in appropriate locations.

Background and Analysis

The City 1s in design for the 2022 ADA Parking/ Curb Compliance Project, CIP No. 8126 which
is administered to address barriers in the City’s pedestrian sidewalk and pathway system in order
to achieve Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-compliance in the public right-of-way and
access to public buildings. This involves replacement of sidewalk and curb ramps throughout the
City and path connections to public buildings. This project is supported with annual funding and
is an on-going effort with typically one construction project being awarded each year.

Ramps are prioritized based on complaints, pedestrian traffic, and location within the City.
Damaged sidewalks are also prioritized based on complaints, staff observations, pedestrian traffic,
and location within the City. Damaged sidewalks include those that have vertical or horizontal
separations that are not ADA compliant, or cross-slopes that exceed the maximum of 2%.

One location for next year’s project is at 440 A Street where the sidewalk was uplified due to tree
roots, and is currently narrower than the 4’ wide requirement for ADA compliance. Upon
inspection, the tree roots could be pruned, however, the in order to provide a large enough tree
well, the sidewalk would be narrower than the existing sidewalk, which is already out of
compliance, and relocating the sidewalk further into the private property is not a viable option.
Staff reached out to the private property owner to see if a sidewalk easement would be acceptable
in order to place the sidewalk on their property, however, the property owner did not want to
dedicate an easement.

In order to repair the sidewalk and prevent the issue from worsening, staff recommends the trees
be removed so there is no obstruction for the ADA path of travel. An appropriate number of trees
will be planted to replace the two trees removed. Pictures of the trees are shown on the next page.



Tree Removal at 440 A Street
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440 A Street

Holly Oak



440 A Street

Holly Oak planting area



440 A Street

Holly Oak basal wound



440 A Street

Moraine Ash



440 A Street

Moraine Ash planting area
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CALIFORMNIA

City of Davis
TREE COMMISSION
SERVICE REQUEST 21-4705

Request from: Gene Parker Request Date: 9-27-2021
Location Address: 721 K Street Offset: 6 & 5 ft.
Home phone: 916-204-2158 Zone: 107

Tree Type: American Elm
Chinese Hackberry
Planting Location: Far right
Front center
Date Planted: 7/1/1963

Request: Tree removal request

Customer Comments:

The Elm has large-scale limb failure and decay. This tree and smaller tree in center
pose a danger to my family, the community and property. Requesting both be removed
and replaced with one tree in the center. See attachment.

Evaluation Comments:

Elm-This tree has had numerous past limb failures, as detailed by the applicant. The
tree has been pruned 6 times in the past 20 years for an average of almost once every
three years. Even with the pruning, the tree continues to have limb failures. The
resulting wounds now have decay and have wet wounds indicating continuing decay.
The tree is also in close proximity to the high voltage lines running to the north of the
tree. The utility has heavily pruned the tree on the north side for clearance. Due to the
decay and wet wounds, staff recommends removal of the tree.

Hackberry-This tree is in good health, but is being over grown by the adjacent EIm tree.
As the tree is a viable tree, staff recommends retaining this tree and retaining as the
street tree for the residence. If the Elm is approved for removal, the Hackberry will be
structure pruned and monitored for regrowth on the north side.

Moved by: Cramer:
Seconded by: DeWit:
Motion: Guenther:
Motion Passed: Gill:
Reuter:
Robinson:

Walsh:



721 K Street
Elm



721 K Street

High Voltage Pruning



721 K Street

Limb Wound Decay



721 K Street

Hackberry



721 K Street
Hackberry Side



9/17/2021

STREET TREE REMOVAL REQUEST - RESIDENTIAL
The Tree Commission
1818 Fifth Street, Davis, CA 95616

This request is to have both city trees located at 721 K Street, Davis, removed — the large Elm on the
right side of the property and the other located in the center.

The Large Eim:

This Elm tree has a history of large-scale limb failure and decay. In most branches it can clearly be seen
that the inner core of the branches are rotten and only a smalier outer circle of good wood remains.
Same branches were of a size | could manage and handled myself while other instances required your
city crews to come and resolve.

This tree is pruned by PG&E to maintain clearance from power lines resulting in the tree’s growth being
impacted by growing only on one side. This resuits in a high risk as the mass and significant moment-arm
dramatically increase the risk of the tree falling over.

There are multiple very large branches that also tower over the physical residence. It’s only a matter of
time before one or more of those break loose and cause significant structural damage to my house. This
risk to my family and residence is simply too high.

Below is a chronology of events with photo evidence:

3/5/2016 - Two large branches fell narrowly missing the fence and neighbors vehicle.




10/6/2016 — a large branch fell narrowly missing my vehicle.




1/25/2017 — Huge limbs dropped. Some getting stuck in nearby tree and other parts falling into yard.
Again, narrowly missing parked vehicles and endangering pedestrians.




10/25/2017 — Another significant limb drop that also broke limbs of neighboring tree. Again, another
large limb stuck in neighboring tree with large mass of other limbs crashing to the ground. This too
endangered vehicles and pedestrians and my family.







3/22/2018 — A large limb has fallen.




1/9/2019 - a [arge limb narrowly missed my parked vehicle and endangered pedestrians as it crashed
onto sidewalk.




6/13/2020 ~ A |arge number of big branches came crashing down into the yard right where my daughter
often plays. You can see the inner rot within the branches.




6/17/2020 - Only 3 days later another large number of branches fell in almost the same spot. This time
with a large branch narrowly missing my vehicle and blocking my driveway.







1/28/2021 - A large branch fell and hit my neighbors vehicle causing over $1000 in damage.







2/24/2021 - a large limb fell and would of hit my vehicle if it was parked where it normally is. This
further endangered passing vehicles, bicyclists and pedestrians.




9/15/2021 - On this evening a very massive, decayed branch broke loose, landed on the power lines,
flipped and landed in my yard, narrowly missing the fence and neighbors vehicles by literally inches. It
landed where my daughter often plays and crushed/destroyed her trampoline.
















9/17/2021 - As of this day one can clearly see a lot of dead wood in multiple sections at the top of the
tree. These are a clear danger to persons and property below as they span an area that is above my yard
where my family plays, the sidewalk and streets were the community and property are all in a direct
danger. It is only a matter of time before these break free and fall.










Center Yard Tree (species unknown}):

Due to the growth pattern and proximity of the large EIm this tree has only grown on one side {to the
South). This lopsided tree is also dropping large branches.

Summary:

Both of the city trees in my front yard were planted in the 1950’s and have reached the end of their
viable life. Their continued existence endangers my family, the community and property.

With this long history of danger and damage from falling limbs | am requesting the city remove both of
these and replace them with a single tree like was done next door at 713 K st, planted in the center of
the property.

Regar(ZmﬁCP
/ Wé‘_

Gene Parker

916-204-2158
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City of Davis

TREE COMMISSION
SERVICE REQUEST 21-4721

Request from: Yihua Zhang & Hong Liu
Location Address: 5424 Cowell Blvd.
Home Phone: 848-3967

Request Date: 9-28-2021
Offset: N/A
Zone: 112

Tree Type: Eucalyptus
camaldulensis

Planting Location: Greenbelt

Date Planted: Unknown

Request: Tree removal request

Customer Comments:

One huge branch just fell off the tree with no special reason. There was a huge branch
fell onto our fence in 2016. We spent more than a thousand dollars to replace the fence.
There are still a few big branches hang over in our backyard. We do not feel safe in our

backyard. The tree is located in the greenbelt.

Evaluation Comments:

The Eucalyptus is in good health and vigor. He tree has on iimb on the west side of the
tree that partially extends into the backyard. AS the tree is in good health and is not a
high risk to the residence, staff recommends pruning back the western limb and
performing branch end weight reduction on the rest of the tree.

Moved by:
Seconded by:
Motion:

Motion Passed:

Cramer:
DeWit:
Guenther:
Gill:
Reuter:
Robinson:
Walsh:



5424 Cowell Boulevard

Eucalyptus Greenbelt



5424 Cowell Boulevard

lew

de Vi

Eucalyptus S



5424 Cowell Boulevard
West Limb
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City of Davis
TREE COMMISSION
SERVICE REQUEST 21-4267

Request from: Mollye Fryday Request Date: 6-25-2021
lLocation Address: 602 Angela Street Offset: g ft
Home Phone: 510-541-9596 Zone: 112

Tree Type: Aristocrat Pear
Planting Location: Side right
Date Planted: 2/19/1992

Request: Tree removal request

Customer Comments:

New property owners would like side center pear tree evaluated for removal. They were
told it is dead during the home purchase process and one branch fell off it during the
last windstorm and it is over a pretty busy pedestrian street so we worry about that
happening again.

Evaluation Comments:

The Pear tree has an extensive mistletoe infestation and has Fire Blight infections
throughout the canopy. The tree has one fresh limb failure wound in the center of the
tree and previous failure wounds on the west side of the trunk. The tree is in poor
heaith. Due to the mistletoe and Fire Blight, staff recommends removal and replacement

of the tree.

Moved by: Cramer:

Seconded by: DeWit:

Motion: Guenther:

Motion Passed: Gill:
Reuter:
Robinson:

Walsh:



602 Angela Street

Pear



602 Angela Street

Limb Failure
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602 Angela Street

Mistletoe



602 Angela Street

Planting Area



Item: 6B
Meeting Date: October 21, 2021

Davis Innovative and
Sustainability Campus

The Tree Commission will receive a project presentation and discuss
the Commission’s Tree Commitment Recommendations for the
project.



STAFF REPORT

DATE: October 21, 2021
TO: Tree Commission
FROM: Sherri Metzker, Principal Planner

SUBJECT: Davis Innovation and Sustainability Campus 2022 (DiSC 2022)

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Tree Commission:

1. Hear a brief presentation by staff.

2. Hear a presentation by the Applicant describing the DiSC 2022 project.

3. Review the comments the Commission made during the entitlement process for
the Davis Innovation and Sustainability Campus (DISC) project.

4. Review how comments were addressed by the DISC project entitlements.

5. Determine if those same comments are applicable to the DiISC 2022 project.

6. Approve any additional comments and/or recommendations.

Council Goals
The DISC 2022 project will help implement the following City Council goals:

1. Ensure a Safe, Healthy, Equitable Community
2. Pursue Environmental Sustainability
3. Fund, Maintain and Improve Infrastructure

Background
On June 11, 2019, the applicant submitted a letter requesting that the City begin

processing the DISC project. The application was processed and reviewed by several
commissions over the course of the year, thereby informing the proposal that was
ultimately presented to City Council. On July 7, 2020, the City Council approved a
request for annexation, pre-general plan land use designation, pre-zoning and a
development agreement, as well as, certified a Final Environmental Impact Report
(FEIR or EIR) for the 228.5-acre DISC project.

The requested applications granted land-use entitlements to allow the unincorporated
Mace 25, Davis Innovation & Sustainability Campus, and Mace Triangle properties to be
annexed to the City of Davis and developed as an innovation center for research and
development, advanced manufacturing, office, hotel, residential and agricultural uses.
In November 2020, the project was subject to a Measure J/R/D vote and was rejected
by the electorate. Therefore, the project did not proceed to the Local Agency Formation

1|Page



Commission (LAFCo) for annexation to the City. For more detailed information on the
former project, please see the DISC webpage link below:

https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/community-development-and-
sustainability/development-projects/davis-innovaton-sustainability-campus

On July 7, 2021, the applicant (consisting of one of the original DISC property owners)
submitted a revised application for part of the original project site called DiSC 2022.
DiSC 2022 continues to meet the objectives of the Innovation Park Task Force, but
achieves those goals with a smaller sized project. The revised proposal reduces the
DiSC 2022 portion of the project footprint from 194 to 102 acres, reduces the office,
laboratory and advanced manufacturing space from 2.6 to 1.1 million square feet, and
reduces the number of housing units from 850 to 460. The applicants believe that the
modified project will serve the economic development and innovation needs of UC
Davis and the City for the next decade, will do so in a manner that is responsive to
community feedback, and reflects the realities of a post-COVID work environment.
Please see Attachment 1 for a vicinity map, Attachment 2 for a more detailed project
description and Attachment 3 for the proposed DiSC 2022 Land Use Exhibit.

For more information on the DiSC 2022 project, please see the following webpage link:

https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/community-development-and-sustainability/disc-
2022

Commission Input

On April 16, 2020 and May 7, 2020, the Tree Commission met to discuss and formulate
its comments pertaining to the proposed DISC project. Those comments are reflected in
Attachments 4 and 5. Attachment 4 gives the comments in narrative format and
Attachment 5 lists them in a Table.

Comments from the Tree Commission on the DiISC 2022 are desired by staff and the
City Council. The Commission is encouraged to finalize comments at their October 21,
2021 meeting. If the Commission is not able to finalize comments at their designated
meeting, a special meeting of the Commission will need to be scheduled to continue the
discussion and ensure comments are finalized no later than November 4, 2021,
consistent with the direction provided under City Council Resolution 21-131 (see
Attachment 7)

Analysis

Given that the location of the DiSC 2022 project is on the southern half of the original
DISC project site, the proposed land uses are very similar to the original proposal. The
tree/landscaping features included in the project are as follows:
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e The Project site, including a proposed offsite 2-acre agricultural buffer easement
area, is 102 acres. 23.2 acres of the Project site, or roughly 23 percent, is dedicated
to public gathering spaces and open areas which include parks, plazas, greenways,
courtyards and the agricultural buffer. The calculation does not include a landscaped
setback area that will encircle the Project site or the open-air stormwater bioswales
that will be located within and adjacent to all paved areas.

e An assessment of the Project site has determined that DiISC 2022 can
accommodate the planting of approximately 600-1,200 trees depending on the
ultimate building design, drainage needs and the amount of photovoltaics installed.
However, rather than committing to a specific and arbitrary number, DiISC 2022 will
instead focus on planting the right trees in the correct conditions to achieve the
desired shade coverage and canopy performance.

e The parking areas will primarily be shaded by a mix of photovoltaic arrays and trees
and will meet the City’s 50% shade requirement. Project roadways will also achieve
50% shade coverage. Walkways and bike paths will achieve 80% shade coverage.

e A proposed plant palette will be submitted with the application for Final Planned
Development and will indicate the specific tree species for use onsite. Native and
drought tolerant plants shall predominate the plant palette, and there will be
consideration given to climate-ready landscapes. A diversity of native habitats shall
be disbursed and managed throughout the site, primarily within the agricultural
buffer and along the Mace Drainage Channel, including but not limited to riparian
and California oak savanna.

e Turf will be strongly discouraged and utilized only in areas programmed for
recreational activities such as the main recreational park and other programmed
spaces.

Excerpts from the approved development agreement for the DISC project related to the
Tree Commission’s purview are included as Attachment 6. The development
agreement for DISC 2022 will be revised to reflect the reduced project with language no
longer relevant to the current proposal being removed.

The agricultural buffer which includes the Mace Drainage Channel is one of the features
of the project that the Commission would likely be most interested in how it is executed.
The baseline project features from the previously approved development agreement
notes the following as it relates to landscaping within the agricultural buffer:

e The portion of the Mace Drainage Channel on the DISC site will be restored and
enhanced utilizing native riparian vegetation while maintaining its drainage
conveyance function

And

e A diversity of native habitats shall be disbursed and managed throughout the site,
primarily within the agricultural buffer and along the channel, including but not limited
to riparian, California oak savanna, and native prairie grasslands. The agricultural
buffer shall include areas densely vegetated and sparsely vegetated to
accommodate nesting and foraging opportunities for a variety of species.

3|Page



The existing development agreement language related to the agricultural buffer
provides for native riparian plantings in the Mace Drainage Channel and predominantly
native species in the overall agricultural buffer. In the 50’ area of the Urban Agricultural
Transition Area that allows for pedestrian and cycling trails, the Class | trail/path area is
intended to have significant shading provided by tree canopy over the path area. In
fact, the Tree Commission made the following recommendation that is included in the
previously approved development agreement for DISC (See Attachment 6) — Urban
Forest and Landscape:

. Landscaping shall provide 80% shading of pedestrian walkways and off-street
Class | bike paths that are not otherwise shaded by photovoltaics or other
renewable energy generation.

Furthermore, the Tree Commission also recommended the following condition that was
included in Development Agreement Exhibit J — Urban Forest and Landscape:

. Attainment of shading requirements shall be demonstrated within 15 years of
planting. Failure to meet shading requirements shall be considered a code
violation and subject to penalty until remedied through additional plantings.

The applicant remains committed to planting predominantly native species in the
agricultural buffer, including native oaks over the bike path. However, the applicant
feels there may be a need to also plant other ornamental trees over the Class | bike
path in the agricultural buffer in order to comply with the timing of the shading
requirement recommended by the Tree Commission that was included in the prior
development agreement. Should the DiSC 2022 project ultimately be approved by the
City Council and electorate, staff would work with the City’s Urban Forest Manager and
Wildlife Resource Specialist to ensure any ornamental trees selected would contribute
positively to wildlife.

The Open Space and Habitat Commission met on October 4 to review its prior
recommendations. Although the Open Space and Habitat Commission has a strong
viewpoint as it relates to allowance of any nonnative trees in the agricultural buffer,
irrespective of habitat value, the Open Space and Habitat Commission did recognize
the dilemma between the requirement for planting native trees (which tend to be slower
growing) and the 15-year 80% shading requirement over the Class | bike path in the
agricultural buffer area. Oaks and other native trees could be planted in a manner to
ultimately achieve the 80% shading requirement but may take longer than 15 years to
get there given slower growth rates than some ornamental trees. Therefore, the OSH
Commission recommended the following:

The 50-foot-wide portion of the agricultural buffer can temporarily use fast
growing non-native tree species (not invasive species) to achieve 80% shade
cover within 15 years over the multi-use path but, at the end of their lives, they
should be replaced with native trees with the goal of eventually having 100%
native species;
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It has been about one year since the Tree Commission’s last review of the DISC project.
Staff recommends that the Tree Commission review the comments made in 2020 and
determine, as a body, if the comment is still applicable and if so, whether the
Commission wants to make that comment again or conversely, remove comments that
are no longer applicable. All of the previous Tree Commission comments are shown in
Attachments 4 and 5.

Following the review of the previous Commission comments, the Tree Commission
should consider if it has any new comments it would like to make relative to the new
proposal. All recommendations will be forwarded to the Planning Commission and City
Council when they consider the proposed project.

Next Steps

After considering the advisory recommendations of city commissions, if the City Council
decides to approve the entitlements for the proposed DiSC 2022 project, the next step
in the approval process would be to work with the Yolo County staff to ensure that this
measure would appear on the June 2022 ballot. Assuming a positive vote by the
electorate, the annexation application would then be forwarded to the Yolo County Local
Agency Formation Commission (or LAFCo), whose responsibility is to decide requests
for approval of Sphere of Influence amendments or Annexation Requests. If LAFCo
decides favorably, the property will then be formally annexed into the City of Davis.

Following annexation, the developer would begin to process various entitlements to
begin actual construction of the proposed project. The first application would likely be a
Large Lot Tentative Subdivision Map. This map would divide the DiSC 2022 property
into smaller parcels, include grading and utility designs, set aside backbone or
additional street right-of-way, and provide for easements and other necessary features
to carry out the project. There would also be Final Planned Developments and Design
Review applications to evaluate the proposed site designs, parking lot layouts,
landscaping, and building architecture. It is expected that the City of Davis would
review a number of different entitlement applications that implement the underlying
approvals over the course of the buildout designed to be consistent with baseline
project features and development agreement requirements.

Environmental Determination

Several Commissions have asked if the commissions will be reviewing the
environmental documents for the project. As noted above, the City Council certified the
EIR for the DISC project. It was not challenged in court, and therefore is an approved
document. The DISC 2022 project, is being evaluated against the findings of the
previously certified EIR with the expectation that an Addendum will be prepared to
satisfy the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. An Addendum is a
document with an explanation 