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Sports Devil boys win hoops tourney opener

Frankly, we sympathize 
with the whale, Page A11
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UPGRADE

With Property Assessed Clean Energy Financing (PACE), 
Greiner is now approved to offer you this amazing opportunity 

to improve your comfort and help you save energy.

★ Decision not based on FICO Credit Score   ★ Interest is Tax Deductible 

★ 5 – 20 year terms   ★ $0 down – 100% of costs financed

★ Payments made along with your property tax bill

★ If you sell your home, the loan stays with your property!

Increase your property value with these 
products and services offered by Greiner:

Solar • High-Efficiency Heating and Air • Energy Assessment 
Insulation • Tankless and High-Efficiency Water Heaters

Call today to schedule a quick in-home evaluation to see how much energy-saving your home can afford!

CSLB Lic. # 365955

Davis holiday tradition returns next week
Smalley returns for 
another year at the helm 
of ‘Children’s Nutcracker’
By Anne Ternus-Bellamy
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

On a Wednesday evening in early Decem-
ber, there’s one place you’re sure to find 
Ann Smalley — the same place she’s spent 
her early December evenings every year 
for the past three decades: the Veterans’ 
Memorial Theater.

Here she presides over the “Davis Chil-
dren’s Nutcracker,” directing a cast of 250 
children between the ages of 6 and 12 who 
begin rehearsing the week after Thanks-
giving and continue right up until the curtain 

rises (this year) on Dec. 16 for the first of six 
shows.

Just as they have every year for the past 
38 years, soldiers and mice will do battle on 
stage; cats will prance and Spanish dancers 
will dance; and Clara will meet her 
Nutcracker Prince and venture through a 
forest of gnomes and trolls and frogs, 
meeting the Sugar Plum and Forest 
fairies along the way.

Little things may change from year 
to year: Costumes get an update here 
and there, a piece of the set is rebuilt. 
Choreography changes a bit or a 
new group of performers is intro-
duced (new this year: pirates!), but 
the story stays the same, as do the 
lines. Those never seem to change.

Teenagers who once performed 

Co-op board faces recall threat ‘Leaf’ 
the lane 
clear for 
bikes
By Jennifer Donofrio
SPECIAL TO THE ENTERPRISE

One of the greatest 
things about Davis is that 
people can walk and bike 
year-round, rain or shine. 
Keeping our streets clear 
of debris and especially 
leaves is one way to make 
it both more safe and fun 
for people to walk and 

bike around 
town.

With the 
official start of 
winter just 

around the corner and 
leaf-drop season in full 
swing, I wanted to share 
some rules about clearing 
the leaves and provide 
some tips for walking and 
riding a bike with leaves 
on the ground.

Everywhere, deciduous 
trees are losing their 
leaves, covering our 
yards, sidewalks, paths 
and bike lanes. Did you 
know that the city has an 
ordinance about how we 
dispose of leaves and 
other yard materials prop-
erly?

The first rule of yard-
material management is 
that leaf piles cannot 
block the bike lane; there 
must be room for a person 
to pedal around the pile 
within the bike lane. 

Placing piles of yard 
materials in the bike lane 
can endanger people on 
bikes, because when it is 
dark outside, bicyclists 
cannot see the pile and 

Miracle of light
Rabbi Shmary Brownstein, director of Chabad of Davis, 
lights an 8-foot-tall menorah Wednesday evening in 
Davis’ Central Park to celebrate Hanukkah. This is the 
eighth consecutive year that the menorah-lighting has 
taken place during Davis Farmers Market festivities. 

Brownstein invited all those present to enjoy music, 
dancing and Hanukkah delicacies and hot chocolate.

Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights, recalls the victory 
more than 2,100 years ago of a militarily weak but 
spiritually strong Jewish people who defeated a 
ruthless enemy that had overrun ancient Israel and 
sought to impose restrictions on the Jewish way of life, 
prohibit religious freedom and force the Jewish people 
to accept a foreign religion.
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Safety 
first

Second GM 
is fired after 
only 6 months
By Jeff Hudson
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

A group of Davis Food Co-op 
members is seeking to recall 
the nonprofit grocer’s board of 
directors after the board voted in 
November to dismiss the general 
manager who was hired in June.

The dispute went public a little 
over a week ago, when the board 
posted a letter on the Co-op web-
site, davisfood.coop, announcing 
its unanimous vote on Nov. 22 “to 
end our contract with Tony 
Mohsenzadegan.”

The Co-op board is composed 
of president Ben Pearl, vice 
president Diane Parro, secre-
tary Sandra Schickele, treasurer 
Ed Clemens, Ken Bradford, J. 
Faye Dixon, Karen Rich, Tom 
Hagler, Vincent Ortiz and Steve 
Reynolds.

In response, a newly formed 
group called Help the Co-op 
wants to recall the board.

“Help the Co-op is a grassroots 
effort by members/owners who 

Audrey 
Lippman 
reads labels 
as she shops 
in 2013 at 
the Davis 
Food Co-op. 
Lippman’s 
daughter, 
Ann Evans, is 
a co-founder 
of the Food 
Co-op, 
which is 
experiencing 
strife over 
the sudden 
release of 
the store’s 
general 
manager, the 
second such 
dismissal in 
less than 
two years.

SUE COCKRELL/
ENTERPRISE FILE 
PHOTO

are deeply concerned for the 
future of the Davis Food Co-op,” 
Brian Charn told The Enterprise. 

“While the recent firing of 
General Manager Antony 
Mohsenzadagen was a catalyst 
for this initiative, we wouldn’t 

have organized over just that 
incident.”

Charn referenced “a history of 
neglect and poor decisions made 
by members of the current board 
that caused Help the Co-op to 
act: firing two general managers 

rather than waiting for the expi-
ration of their contracts, result-
ing in large payouts to those 
GMs; conducting two expensive 
nationwide searches for a new 

See CO-OP, Page A7

See BIKES, Page A8

Bailey 
Bramer 
plays 
Clara in 

the “Davis 
Children’s 

Nutcracker.”
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 A local 
treasure 
 What:  “Davis Children’s 
Nutcracker,” featuring a 
cast of 250 kids ages 6-12 
presenting a special version 
of the holiday classic, 
directed by Ann Smalley

 When:  7 p.m. Dec. 16, 17, 18; 
1 and 6 p.m. Dec. 19; 1 p.m. 
Dec. 20

 Where:  Veterans’ Memorial 
Theater, 203 E. 14th St.

 Tickets:  $15 each; call the 
city’s Community Services 
Department at 530-
757-5626 to inquire about 
availability

See TRADITION, Page A9
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KRAMPUS [CC,DV] (PG-13) (145 445) 745 1030
SPECTRE [CC,DV] (PG-13) (115 415) 715 1000
SPOTLIGHT [CC,DV] (R) (130 430) 730 1010
THE PEANUTS MOVIE [CC,DV] (G)

(100 400) 700 1020
THE MARTIAN [CC,DV] (PG-13)

(1245 345) 645 950

IN THE HEART OF THE SEA [CC,DV] (PG-13)
(100 PM) 730 PM

IN THE HEART OF THE SEA 3D [CC,DV] (PG-13)
★ (415 PM) 1030 PM
CREED [CC,DV] (PG-13) (1245 400) 715 1020
THE GOOD DINOSAUR [CC,DV] (PG)

(1230 345) 700 1000
HUNGER GAMES: MOCKINGJAY PT. 2, THE
[CC,DV] (PG-13) (1215 115 330 430) 645 745 1010
THE NIGHT BEFORE [CC,DV] (R)

(130 445) 800 1040

CONTEST
Holiday Decorating

Contest is open to Davis residents only.

WIN BIG BUCKS!
Best Individual House.......... $100 GRAND PRIZE
Kids’ Favorite..................................... $50 PRIZE
Best Use of Available Space .............. $50 PRIZE
Most Original Decorative Theme....... $50 PRIZE
Most Creative (Hand-Made Decorations) .... $50 PRIZE

Winners featured in the
2015 Holiday Tour of Lights
Publishes: Sunday, December 20
(all entry addresses will be listed!)

Entries Due: 
Tuesday, Dec. 15th by 5 p.m.
Mail or drop off the entry form at 315 G Street, Davis, CA 95616, 

or fax to (530)756-1668, or email complete details 
to newsroom@davisenterprise.net

ENTRY FORM

Name:                                               Phone:                       

Address:                                                                              

Email:                                        

CATEGORY ENTERING (Circle any that apply):

BEST INDIVIDUAL                    KIDS’ FAVORITE                    BEST USE OF SPACE
MOST ORIGINAL THEME                    MOST CREATIVE (Hand-Made)

I am the resident at this 
address (Submissions must come from 
entrants themselves, not friends or neighbors)

Da Vinci Charter Academy Proudly Presents...

DRAGON’S DEN
Join Da Vinci Charter Academy for a free 
event where seniors present their signature 

project, “Dragon’s Den.” Students will be 
presenting unique business ideas based in 
Davis, along with their respective business 
plans, budgets, and marketing strategies 
that they’ve prepared to win your vote!

Tuesday, December 15th, 2015
6:00 – 8:00 pm

Da Vinci Charter Academy
(1400 E. 8th Street, Davis, CA)

PINE TRAILS RANCHPINE TRAILS RANCH

www.PTRanch.com    530-756-2042 
Leases - Lessons - Boarding

WINTER CAMPS
December 21-23 &
December 28-31
Call to Sign Up

Gift Certificates Available

From Page A1

as part of the cast now 
teach little ones their lines 
and their dances, and 
after so many years being 
a part of this Davis tradi-
tion, they know it all by 
heart, ready with a prompt 
whenever a line is forgot-
ten.

This show is not just a 
tradition in this town; it’s 
become a legacy of sorts 
for many families. Six-
year-olds who performed 
as mice become leads as 
12-year-olds, then become 
the teenage leaders who 
choreograph dances and 
rehearse lines with the 
children who follow in 
their footsteps. Some 
return to Davis as adults, 
and get to experience the 
show from a new perspec-
tive: watching their chil-
dren on stage in the same 
roles they once held.

Such is the legacy that 
Smalley and the city’s 
Parks and Community 
Services Department have 
created for Davis.

“It’s like magic,” Small-
ey says. “Children of all 
ages love it.”

As does she — Smalley 
says she’s enjoying direct-
ing the production as 
much this year as she did 
the first time around some 
30 years ago.

“It’s such a wonderful 
group of children,” she says.

When the world seems a 
darker place thanks to 
current events casting a 
pall as they have recently, 
just come here, Smalley 
says. Watch these children 
with their wide smiles, 
joyful dancing and earnest 
acting, and you’ll leave 
with a smile on your own 
face, she says.

Smalley, of course, is a 
big reason why, bringing 
to the directing job as she 
does an extraordinary 
combination of patience 
and encouragement, even 
as she runs a group of 
gnomes through their 
routine again and again 
and again.

“We’re just polishing 
your great dance,” she 
tells them. “I know you’re 
exhausted. Just one more 
time.”

And they happily go 
again.

On this evening, the 
dancing cats have had 
their turn on stage, 
followed by Clara (played 
this year by Bailey 
Bramer) and her brother 
Fritz (Elliot Dejong), as 
well as Herr Drossel-
meyer (Jihan Moon) and 
the always entertaining 
Grandfather and Grand-
mother (Dean Fulks and 
Elisa Bourne).

The “big party guests” 
have rehearsed their 
scenes several times, 
before a large group of 
trees and trolls, gnomes 
and frogs appear to 
rehearse their own.

 WAYNE TILCOCK/ENTERPRISE PHOTOS 

Director Ann Smalley gives stage instructions to young cast members in the “Davis Children’s Nutcracker” during 
rehearsals Wednesday. In the background, the Gnome King (played this year by Lucas Cardenas) presides from atop a 
giant mushroom, watching as the gnomes march, the frogs hop and the trolls do their troll things.

TRADITION: Young mice become 
leads, then volunteer teen leaders

Filling lead roles in the 2015 edition of the “Davis Children’s Nutcracker” are, clockwise 
from foreground left, Braeden Ingram as the Nutcracker Prince, Paige Carlock as the 
Forest Fairy, Bailey Bramer as Clara, Alicia Joo as the Sugarplum Fairy and Emma 
Brayton as the Mouse Queen. The Davis holiday tradition, directed by Ann Smalley, will 
be presented next Wednesday through Sunday at the Veterans’ Memorial Center.

The Gnome King 
(played this year by Lucas 
Cardenas) presides over 
the stage atop a giant 
mushroom, watching as 
the gnomes march, the 
frogs hop and the trolls do 
their troll things.

They are greeted 
onstage by the Forest 
Fairy, played by Paige 
Carlock, who performs a 
solo before the scene ends.

“Great job, all of you,” 
Smalley tells them.

With exactly a week to 
go before opening night, 
some kids still need 
reminders of where to 
stand, where to be when 
the music starts; some are 
still waiting for parts to 
their costumes, others still 
memorizing their lines. 

But there is no stress or 
anxiety — just the calm 
encouragement exuded by 
Smalley and a whole lot of 
happy kids.

If there is one downside 
to the “Davis Children’s 
Nutcracker,” it’s that not 
all of the children who 
would like to participate 
can. Because the cast is 
limited to about 250 
(chosen every year by 
lottery), many kids are 
turned away each year. 
The good news: being 
turned away one year 
gives a child priority the 

following year.
Six performances of 

the “Davis Children’s 
Nutcracker” are planned, 
at 7 p.m. Dec. 16, 17 and 
18; at 1 and 6 p.m. Dec. 19; 
and at 1 p.m. Dec. 20. All 
performances take place 
in the Veterans’ Memorial 
Theater, 203 E. 14th St.

Tickets are $15. Call 
the Community Services 
Department at 530-
757-5626 to find out about 
availability.

 — Reach Anne Ternus-
Bellamy at aternus@
davisenterprise.net 

“It’s like magic. 
Children of all ages 
love it.”

Ann Smalley
“Davis Children’s 
Nutcracker” director

UCD cracks the 
walnut genome
By Ann Filmer
SPECIAL TO THE ENTERPRISE

Scientists at UC Davis 
have for the first time 
sequenced the genome of 
a commercial walnut 
variety. The information 
should accelerate the rate 
of breeding and variety 
improvement in walnuts 
and help breeders select 
for desired traits such as 
insect and disease resis-
tance, and drought toler-
ance.

UCD geneticists David 
Neale and Charles Lang-
ley worked with the Cali-
fornia Walnut Board to 
develop genetic markers 
for use with classical 
walnut breeding. The first 
step was to sequence the 
walnut genome, which, 
unlike most major agri-
cultural crops, had never 
been sequenced. This 
represents the first refer-
ence genome sequence for 
a nut crop.

UCD has the only wal-
nut breeding program in 
California. The Walnut 
Improvement Program, 
under the direction of 
plant breeder Chuck 
Leslie, cooperates with a 
large number of research 
partners to develop new 
walnut varieties.

The walnut variety 
Chandler was used for 
the sequencing project 
because it is the leading 
variety of walnut in Cali-
fornia. It is grown on 
about 50 percent of the 
state’s walnut acreage and 
accounts for more than 70 
percent of the trees sold 
for new plantings. Califor-
nia produces 99 percent of 
U.S. commercial walnuts, 
and walnuts are the 
state’s fourth largest agri-
cultural export.

Consumer demand for 
nuts is growing, and nutri-
tionists are touting the 
health attributes of mod-
erate nut consumption in 
lowering the risk for heart 
disease. Walnuts are high 
in omega-3 fatty acids, a 
healthy form of fatty 
acids, and can be part of a 
heart-healthy diet by low-
ering low-density lipopro-
tein, or LDL, cholesterol 
levels in blood.

Growers are also striv-
ing to produce nuts more 
sustainably, particularly 
in the areas of pest 
management and drought 
tolerance.

Commercial walnut 
trees are grafted onto 

rootstocks, usually a 
California native black 
walnut species or a 
hybrid, known to better 
withstand diseases, pests 
and abiotic stress. For the 
scion, or nut-bearing por-
tion of the tree, an English 
walnut species is usually 
used, and breeders are 
interested in yield, nut 
quality, harvest date and 
meeting consumer prefer-
ences. Having the genome 
sequence of the walnut 
should accelerate its rate 
of breeding and variety 
improvement.

Dan Kluepfel, a USDA 
research plant pathologist 
in the UCD department of 
plant pathology, is head-
ing a project to breed for 
walnut rootstock disease 
resistance. The informa-
tion will help breeders 
select for desired traits 
such as insect and disease 
resistance and drought 
tolerance.

In addition to the com-
pleted genome sequenc-
ing of the Chandler wal-
nut variety, Neale and 
Langley are sequencing 
the walnut rootstock spe-
cies. This composite infor-
mation will provide add-
itional genomic resources 
that can be combined with 
traditional breeding tech-
niques to develop new 
walnut varieties.

Chandler walnuts, for 
example, are harvested 
late in the season, and 
growers would like earlier 
harvests. Marker-assisted 
breeding provides an 
opportunity to develop 
early harvesting cultivars 
with the desirable attri-
butes of Chandler.

“The large repository of 
walnut genetic material at 
UC Davis along with new 
genomic resources lay the 
groundwork for future 
breeding of more sustain-
able walnut varieties that 
meet the growing demand 
for walnuts,” Neale said.

UCD and the California 
Walnut Board, which 
funded the project, have 
made the walnut genome 
sequencing information 
publicly available at http://
ucanr.edu/sites/wgig/.

Major research part-
ners in the sequencing 
project include Abhaya 
Dandekar (department of 
plant sciences, UCD), Jill 
Wegrzyn (University of 
Connecticut), and Steven 
Salzberg (Johns Hopkins 
University).

 — UC Davis News 


