
What’s 
happening
Ongoing

■  For pre-teens interested in 
gaming, crafting, watching 
movies or hanging out with 
friends, The Spot — at the Ste-
phens Branch Library — is the 
place to go after school. The 
library, 315 E. 14th St., hosts 
this free after-school program 
on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 3 to 5 p.m. and 
Wednesdays from 1:30 to 4:30 
p.m. For more information 
about The Spot, call 530-757-
5593.

  Saturday 

■ Come enjoy at  Lego block 
party  at 2 p.m. at the Stephens 
Branch Library, 315 E. 14th St. 
Kids of all ages are welcome to 
put their imaginations to work 
building with Legos. For more 
information, call 530-757-5593 
or visit www.yolocounty.org.

 Wednesday 

■ Tickets to the  “Davis 
Children’s Nutcracker”  go on 
sale at 9 a.m. at the Parks and 
Community Services office in 
City Hall, 23 Russell Blvd. 
Tickets are $15 each; the limit 
is six tickets per person. Per-
formances take place at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 16, 17 and 18; 1 and 6 p.m. 
Dec. 19; and 1 p.m. Dec. 20. For 
more information, call 530-757-
5626.

 Saturday, Dec. 12 

■ It’s  family movie time at 
the library ! All children and 
their families are invited to 
view a family-friendly movie 
(rated G or PG) at 2 p.m. at the 
Stephens Branch Library, 315 
E. 14th St. Call 530-757-5593 
for movie titles. For more 
information about library pro-
grams, visit www.yolocounty.
org.

■  Lots of family activities  
are planned to celebrate the 
fifth anniversary of the Ste-
phens Branch Library’s reno-
vation. The free celebration 
runs from 1 to 4 p.m. at the 
library, 315 E. 14th St. High-
lights include a storytime, 
dance performance, tours, 
origami activities, a library 
fact game, gift-basket raffle, 
“Library Love Letters” display, 
balloon animals by Dilly Dally 
the Clown, and a Library Ser-
vices Fair featuring The Spot 
After-School Program, the Yolo 
Reads literacy program and 
Ask-An-Archivist.

 Monday, Dec. 14 

■ The Emerson-Da Vinci-
Harper Combined Junior High 
School Orchestras’ free Winter 
Concert will begin at 7 p.m. at 
the Brunelle Performance Hall 
at Davis High School, 315 W. 
14th St. The Intermediate and 
Advanced Orchestras — 
involving students from Emer-
son, Da Vinci and Harper 
junior high schools — will 
perform music by Vivaldi, 
Mahler, Haydn and many 
others. For more information, 
email music teacher Greg 
Brucker at gbrucker@djusd.
net.

 Thursday, Jan. 7 

■ Nominations for the city of 
 Davis Golden Heart Awards  
are due at 5 p.m. at City Hall, 
23 Russell Blvd. The awards 
honor local junior high and 
high school students who have 
contributed significantly to 
their community as well as 
those who have overcome per-
sonal challenges. For more 
information or to nominate a 
deserving youth, call 530-
747-5863 or visit www.city
ofdavis.org. 

Wednesday, Jan. 20

■ Parents of teenagers are 
invited to sign up now for The 
Parent Project, a 10-week 
series designed to empower 
parents and transform teens. 
The series begins Jan. 20, at 
Harper Junior High  School, 
4000 E. Covell Blvd. Classes 
will meet Wednesdays from 5 
to 8 p.m. Enrollment is limited 
to 24 attendees. A $50 materi-
als fee will be charged. For 
more information or to sign up, 
email tpetersen@cityofdavis.
org or call 530-747-5432.
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Doing a mitzvah

By Anne Ternus-Bellamy
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

 W
 hen Aidan Cohan 
entered seventh 
grade this year, he 

noticed that not all of the kids 
around him at Harper Junior 
High had smartphones and 
laptops — things that make it 
really easy for him to look up 
information he needs for 
assignments or school projects 
or just to communicate with his 
buddies.

“I realized how important 
having access to technology is 
to me to get my school work 
done and to connect with my 
friends,” he said.

But what many in Davis take 
for granted is certainly not uni-
versal — quite simply, not all 
families can afford to equip 
their kids with technology.

So Aidan, 12, decided to do 
something about it.

“I thought that maybe my 
mitzvah project would be a 
good way to try to get devices 
to the kids whose families can’t 
afford them,” he said.

Aidan, a member of Congre-
gation Bet Haverim, will cele-
brate his bar mitzvah next year 
and as is customary, will per-
form a mitzvah (Hebrew for 
“good deed”) as part of the cel-
ebration.

And what better good deed 
than to get the technology he 
finds so useful into the hands 
of youths and others who aren’t 
as privileged?

To that end, Aidan has 
launched a drive to collect used 
smartphones, tablets, laptops 
and other devices that will be 
refurbished and donated to kids 
and others in the community.

With the help of his mom, 
Joy, Aidan entered a partner-
ship with Human I-T, a South-
ern California nonprofit that 

focuses on closing the 
digital divide by 
refurbishing used 
technology devices 
and returning them to 
the community.

Aidan will ship the 
devices he collects 
locally to Human I-T, 
which will wipe all 
the data off them, 
refurbish them and 
return them to Yolo 
County for distribu-
tion to teens, veterans 
and others who are 
low-income, homeless 
or disabled.

Aidan started the 
drive two weeks ago 
with the coming holi-
day season in mind. 
He hopes people who 
receive new devices 
as gifts will consider 
donating their old 
ones, whether they 
are working or not.

He’s collecting flip phones, 
iPods, MP3 players, fax 
machines, DVD players, cam-
corders, hard drives, key-
boards and more. A full list of 
devices accepted can be found 
at http://human-i-t.org/public-
technology-donation.

“Even if you aren’t lucky 
enough to get a new device for 
Hanukkah or Christmas, may-
be you have old ones in a draw-
er or a closet just collecting 
dust,” Aidan said. “You can 
help people who don’t have 
technology and clean your 
house by donating your old 
devices to my mitzvah proj-
ect.”

Aidan also hopes to form 
partnerships with local busi-
nesses and institutions as well, 
noting that companies and 
other organizations often 
upgrade technology and find 

themselves with obsolete devi-
ces or machines to discard, and 
may not realize that refurbish-
ment and re-use are an option.

Microsoft, Google, the Uni-
versity of Southern California 
and several cities are among 
Human I-T’s donors, Aidan 
said.

“Best of all, because Human 
I-T is a nonprofit organization, 
I am able to offer a tax-
deductible receipt to everyone 
and every organization that 
donates,” he said.

Since proper data destruc-
tion is a concern for individu-
als and businesses alike, 
Human I-T wipes away all data 
and issues an official certifi-
cate of data destruction com-
pliant with various federal and 
state laws, Aidan said.

Donated devices can be 
dropped off at Congregation 
Bet Haverim, 1715 Anderson 
Road in Davis, between 9 a.m. 

and 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Thursdays or between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Fridays. 
Monetary donations are also 
welcome.

Every $50 collected will cov-
er the cost of putting a refur-
bished device in the hands of 
someone who otherwise would 
not have one, Aidan said.

He’s excited to see that hap-
pen.

“It will be fun and very 
rewarding to see how many 
needy people are able to get a 
device in the end because of 
my mitzvah project,” Aidan 
said.

For more information about 
donations, contact Joy Cohan 
at joycohan1@gmail.com or 
530-383-1814.

 — Reach Anne Ternus-
Bellamy at aternus@davis
enterprise.net or 530-747-8051. 
Follow her on Twitter at 
@ATernusBellamy  
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‘Nutcracker’ has some new twists this year
 By Kristina McClellin
SPECIAL TO THE ENTERPRISE

C
hristmas is only 22 days 
away, and the 39th 
rendition of the “Davis 

Children’s Nutcracker” is stir-
ring.

This year’s annual local tradi-
tion will see a few exciting 
changes. In a survey of past and 
present participants, it was sug-
gested that different performing 
groups be incorporated. So, in 
keeping with the fanciful theme, 
the Hawaiians Dancers will be 
invaded by Pirates. The pirate 
ship is being constructed, the 
costumes are being designed 
and the swords sharpened.

Even with this change, the 
“Davis Children’s Nutcracker” 
will remain the same classic 
tale of Clara and her precious 
nutcracker.

Rehearsals have begun in 
earnest and Clara, played by 
Bailey Bramer, is preparing to 
take the audience on a journey 
through the land of Snowflakes 
and Sweets with her Nutcrack-
er prince, played by Braden 
Ingram.

On the journey, she will meet 
the Forest Fairy, played this 
year by Paige Carlock, and the 
Sugar Plum Fairy, played by 
Alicia Joo, along other “Nut-
cracker” characters brought to 
life on the stage by approxi-
mately 250 children ages 6 
to 12.

Some of the characters exist 
only in our city’s version — 
like the Hawaiian Dancers, 
Pirates, Gnomes and Dancing 
Flowers — adding to the charm 
and guaranteeing the unique-
ness of this production.

A production with this many 
participants would not be 
possible without the help 
of approximately 75 volun-
teers, some of whom took the 
stage with Clara just last year. 
These young teens really 
embrace the season of giving 
by working hard to make sure 
the young performers learn 
their dances and have a fun 
time rehearsing.

Join us and be a part of this 
great Davis tradition. Perfor-
mances start on Wednesday, 
Dec. 16, and will conclude Sun-
day, Dec. 20. The matinee per-
formances on Saturday and 
Sunday, Dec. 19 and 20, begin 
at 1 p.m., while the evening 
performances start at 7 p.m. on 
weeknights and 6 p.m. on Sat-
urday.

All performances will be at 
the Veterans’ Memorial The-
ater, 203 E 14th St. Tickets will 
be available for purchase 
beginning Wednesday at 8 a.m. 
and may be purchased at the 
Parks and Community Services 
office at City Hall, 23 Russell 
Blvd. A maximum of six tickets 
is allowed per buyer.

We hope you can come share 
this long-standing tradition 
with us.

 — Kristina McClellin is a 
community services supervi-
sor with the city of Davis.  
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The Teddy Bears get into character during rehearsal for the 2012 “Davis Children’s Nutcracker.” Below, 
James Hayakawa performs as the Mouse King in the 2011 edition.
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