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‘Nutcracker’:

Davis magic and tradition
By Anne Ternus-Bellamy

ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

 T
he magic brings them back, year 
after year.

First they came as 6-year-olds, 
most performing on the 

big stage for the 
first time in 
their lives. 
Dancing 

snowflakes, 
or tiny bears, 
sweets or 

insects.
They gathered in the various 

rooms of the Veterans’ Memorial 
Center several times a week from 

Thanksgiving to mid-
December, learning 

their little dances 
or sword fights or 
marches from the 
teenagers who 
once filled their 
shoes. Then 

opening night 
came, the curtains 

went up, the lights came on and 
they were ushered into that 
local rite of passage, the “Davis 
Children’s Nutcracker.”

By then they were hooked.
Brycen Wershing came back 

year after year. He was a mouse 
one year, a soldier another. Then a 

frog, a clown, a gnome, the gnome 
king and, finally, Drosselmeyer. 

Then he was too old to be in the show 
— the 250 participants are all between 

the ages of 6 and 12 — so he became one 
of those teenagers who once led him.

For the past five years he’s been 
a leader, passing on all the joy he 

experienced as a child.
“It feels great to give back like that,” 

said Wershing, who is now a senior at Davis 
High School.

Sophia Sears feels the same.
She, too, came back year after year to per-

form in “The Nutcracker” and, like Wershing, 
she can reel off every role: snowflake, Chinese 
dancer, Spanish dancer, sweet, Grandmother, 
narrator and Clara.

Now a sophomore at Davis High School, she 
serves as a volunteer every year, assisting 
longtime director Ann Smalley wherever she 
needs her, whether it’s in the booth or behind 
the curtain.

“I was a part of this amazing show and had 
so much fun and I want to give back,” 
Sears said, “to make it possible for all of them 
to have fun.”

And they do.
On Tuesday, the snowflakes and mice and 

soldiers were rehearsing on stage as Smalley 
and the leaders looked on, coached and 
encouraged them.

This is the 38th year of the “Davis Chil-
dren’s Nutcracker,” and like every year 
before, it is a scene of energy and joy, wide 
eyes and wider smiles.

Tarin McMorrow was there to help Claudia 
Peri, who plays the role of Clara this year.

“She really takes the role to a new level and 
really puts her heart into it,” said 
McMorrow, a sophomore at Davis High.

And McMorrow knows about Clara — it’s a 
role she filled back in the sixth grade, her fifth 
and final year in “The Nutcracker.”

“It was such a huge part of my childhood,” 
McMorrow said of the annual holiday tradi-
tion. “And I love seeing the children experi-
ence what I experienced. You just really want 
the show to go well and you want them to do 
well.”

As leaders, these teenagers become not just 
teachers, passing on the traditions of “The 
Nutcracker,” but also cheerleaders, motiva-
tors and role models.

“I really appreciate how much we can 
influence these kids,” said Abby Sutcliffe, a 

DHS sophomore. “We can be such positive 
role models.”

For the past three years, Sutcliffe has 
worked as a leader. Her sister, Emily, mean-
while, is this year’s Sugar Plum Fairy, led by 
dance leaders Serena Roberts and Kristy 
Nguyen.

Roberts, now a senior at Davis High, has 
been a “Nutcracker” leader since the ninth 
grade. Before that, she was a snowflake, a cat, 
a little party guest, a gnome, a flower and, 
finally, the Sugar Plum Fairy herself.

“I really like being able to pass on what I 
learned,” Roberts said. “But I like to make it 
as fun for them as my experience was.”

Without exception, every teenage leader 
asked about the job spoke of giving back, of 
re-creating for the children who came after 
them the same joy and fun they experienced 
being part of the show.

It’s what brings Smalley back year after 
year, too.

She’s served as director for 25 years now, 
and loves everything about the job.

“I love being part of the best group of peo-
ple,” she said. “I love that the children are so 
bright, the leaders so enthusiastic, the tech 
(crew) so great. I love how everyone involved 
truly loves it and wants it to succeed.

“It’s very, very extraordinarily special,” she 
said.

The “Davis Children’s Nutcracker” is 
produced every year by the city of Davis 
Community Services Department. This year’s 
production runs Dec. 17-21 at the Veterans’ 
Memorial Theater, 203 E. 14th St.

Tickets sell out almost immediately to cast 
members’ families, but families’ plans change,
and tickets are often available for resale. 
Check the bulletin board at the Vets’ Center 
for ticket availability.

 — Reach Anne Ternus-Bellamy at 
aternus@davisenterprise.net or 530-
747-8051. Follow her on Twitter at 
@ATernusBellamy  

Schools foundation launches 10th annual campaign
By Anne Ternus-Bellamy
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

 Since it was formed by 
community members 10 
years ago, the Davis 
Schools Foundation has 
raised nearly $4 million 
for the Davis Joint Unified 
School District, funding 
everything from class-
room teachers and in-
structional aides to vice 
principals, counselors, 
sixth-grade outdoor edu-
cation and library staff 
and materials.

The fundraising began 
in 2004 with the first 
“Dollar-a-Day” campaign, 
which urged supporters to 
contribute the equivalent 
of $1 a day for a year. 
Over the next several 
years, the foundation 
donated between $45,000 
and $62,000 each year to 
help send sixth-graders 
throughout the district to a 
week of outdoor educa-
tion, fund school climate 
and safety programs like 
Safe School Ambassadors 
at the junior highs and 
much more.

Those were pretty good 
times for the district, 
financially speaking. And 
DSF was able to focus on 
funding enriching pro-
grams at every school site. 
Then the budget crisis hit 
in 2007 and the foundation 
was asked to do so much 
more.

Everyone from class-
room teachers to school 

librarians, music teachers 
to science teachers were 
on the line as the district 
grappled with cutbacks in 
state funding that left 
Davis with a multimillion-
budget deficit.

The crisis forced the 
foundation to ramp up its 
fundraising in a major 
way, and the community 
stepped up to help. There 
were fundraisers every-
where, including the huge-
ly popular Schoolapalooza, 
a downtown Davis event in 
which local businesses 
donated a percentage of 
their sales to the cause for 
one day.

The effort succeeded, 
with the schools founda-
tion able to save numerous 
school district jobs. That 
year the foundation donat-
ed $630,000 for secondary 
school core and elective 
classes; $360,000 for ele-
mentary school science 
instruction; $240,000 for 
K-12 school music pro-
grams; $180,000 for ele-
mentary school librarians; 
$60,000 for secondary 

school science instruction; 
and $45,000 for secondary 
school librarians.

And while district par-
cel taxes would later fill in 
for DSF donations, multi-
ple needs remained in the 
school district, with every-
one from vice principals to 
counselors receiving pink 
slips at one time or anoth-
er.

That’s why in recent 
years, the schools founda-
tion has continued to raise 
and donate hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to the 
district.

Two years ago, the foun-
dation funded junior high 
vice principals, counselors 
and elementary school in-
structional aides, the lat-
ter of whom helped class-
room teachers navigate in 
an era of much larger 
class sizes.

Last year’s effort funded 
those aides again, as well 
as counseling services and 
technology. The $150,000 
grant for the current 
school year marked the 
first year of a three-year 
campaign focusing on 
those three areas.

Now, as this year’s fund-
raising effort gets under-
way, DSF is again asking 
for the community’s sup-
port.

Mailings recently went 
out to supporters but 
anyone can donate by vis-
iting http://davisschools
foundation.org.

The campaign once 

again urges supporters to 
donate a dollar a day for a 
year.

“A pledge of $365 per 
student helps DSF guaran-
tee help for every student 
in our schools,” said DSF 
President Lori Duisen-
berg. “Some donors 
choose to give more than 
$365 per child — everyone 
gives what they can. Dona-
tions of all amounts are 
gratefully accepted and 
will make a difference in 
whether our students 
function or thrive in the 
years to come.”

Duisenberg noted that 
even with recent attempts 
by the state to restore 
funding, “California’s 
2014 per-pupil spending 
ranks lowest in the nation 
— with Davis only average 
among California districts 
in its spending per pupil.

“DSF continues to be a 
meaningful source of help, 

filling in the funding gaps 
that are so critical to the 
success of our schools,” 
she said. “We simply can-
not do all that is necessary 
without your help.”

In addition to the annual 
campaign, the foundation 
also owns and operates the 
carousel in Central Park. 
The Flying Carousel of the 
Delta Breeze is operated 
via pedal power and 
remains as popular to 
young visitors as ever.

Every year, teachers 
and school groups are of-
fered the opportunity to 
operate the carousel and 
raise funds for their class-
rooms and programs by 
keeping the $1-per-rider 
fee.

But the carousel is avail-
able to rent for private 
parties and events as well, 
with proceeds going back 
to the district through DSF 
grants. Private rentals 

cost $150 for two hours 
and can be reserved when 
the carousel is not in use 
as a school fundraiser. To 
learn more or to rent the 
carousel, contact DSF 
board member Sean Lang-
ley at s_langs@yahoo.com.

This year’s annual cam-
paign is the kickoff for 
what is expected to be a 
number of activities cele-
brating the foundation’s 
10th anniversary, with a 
focus, Duisenberg said, on 
what the community and 
DSF can do together for 
the next 10 years.

To learn more about the 
foundation, visit http://
davisschoolsfoundation.
org or email info@davis
schoolsfoundation.org.

 — Reach Anne Ternus-
Bellamy at aternus@
davisenterprise.net or 
530-757-8051. Follow her 
on Twitter at @ATernus
Bellamy  

Marina 
Bukreyeva, 6, 
left, and Chloe 
Jaffe, 7, ride the 
pedal-powered 
carousel in 
Central Park in 
March 2013 to 
raise funds for 
Roxanne 
Deutsch’s 
second-grade 
class. 
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 “We simply 
cannot do all that is 
necessary without 
your help.”

Lori Duisenberg
Davis Schools 
Foundation

Leading cast 
members of the 

“Davis Children’s 
Nutcracker” 
gather for a 

photo Tuesday. 
From left are 

Sophie Brennan, 
12, Forest Fairy; 
Emily Sutcliffe, 
12, Sugar Plum 

Fairy; Claudia 
Peri, 11, Clara; 

Andrew 
Montano, 12, 

Nutcracker 
Prince; and 

Alexandra 
Hanna, 12, 

Mouse Queen. 

FRED GLADDIS/
ENTERPRISE PHOTOS Director Ann Smalley applauds Alexandra Hanna’s timing as she 

drops through the chimney in her role as Mouse Queen at Tuesday’s 
rehearsal.

Forest Fairy Sophie 
Brennan 

rehearses 
Tuesday for the 

“Davis 
Children’s 

Nutcracker,” a 
local holiday 

favorite.


