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A Davis holiday tradition Neighbors 
concerned 
about dog 
day care
Agency director will 
press on for permit
By Tom Sakash
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

Neighbors of the proposed site for a dog-
gie day care at 212 I St. in downtown Davis 
say their concerns about the business have 
not yet been resolved.

On Saturday, about a half-dozen resi-
dents showed up at a meeting hosted by
John Buck, CEO of Turning Point Commu-
nity Programs, a mental health support 
organization. The nonprofit group is pro-
posing the project that would employ 
adults with mental illness to take care of 
dogs during the day.

The idea is that the business would form 
a symbiosis between the dogs, which would 
be therapeutic for the staff, and the work-
ers, who would help out Davisites in need 
of daytime supervision for their pets.

Rhonda Reed, a resident who lives near 
the potential location of the business and 
who attended the meeting on Saturday, 
said she supports the concept of the busi-
ness, but there are still a lot of questions 
that need answering.

“I think that the traffic issues have not 
been discussed; the dust and dog hair, 
those have not been discussed; the odor, 
the noise and so forth,” Reed said.

Jamie Morton, who lives on J Street 
behind where the doggie day care would 
operate, believes an industrial area could 
better accommodate the business.

Davis High grads 
celebrate musical 
accomplishments 
and new albums
By Jeff Hudson
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

Three relatively recent graduates of 
Davis High School — drummer Colin
McDaniel, soprano Lucy Fitz Gibbon and 
saxophonist/pianist Morgan Jones — are 
celebrating recent musical accomplish-
ments.

 Colin McDaniel 
A 2010 Davis High graduate, McDaniel 

is celebrating the release of a new 
CD “Skewed Reflections,” featuring his 
several original composi-
tions, including the 
DownBeat award-winning 
“Skewed Reflections.”

Featured performers on 
the album are Mike Zilber 
(sax), Eric Jekabson (trum-
pet), Matt Clark (piano), 
Dan Feiszli (bass) and, of 
course, McDaniel himself 
on drums.

A CD release party is 
planned for 8 p.m. Monday 
at The Jazzschool, 2087 
Addison St. in Berkeley. Tickets are $12 
general, $10 for students and seniors and 
$5 for youths under 12. The album is avail-
able through The Jazzschool Bookstore, 
(510) 845-5373,  ext. 6, or by email at book-
store@jazzschool.com.

After high school graduation, McDaniel 
spent a year as the drummer with the 
Brubeck Institute Jazz Quintet, based at 
the University of the Pacific in Stockton. 
The group toured nationally, including an 
April 2011 appearance at the Mondavi 
Center’s Vanderhoef Studio Theatre, back-
ing pianist Lara Downes in a performance
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The Nutcracker Prince (Cooper Hosley) and the Mouse King (James Hayakawa) engage in swordplay during rehearsal for the 
“Davis Children’s Nutcracker,” which opens Wednesday and continues through Sunday at the Veterans’ Memorial Theater. 
In the background, teenage leaders Hannah Jolkovsky, left, and Katya Christian fill in as mice and soldiers doing battle.

Leads become leaders, giving the 
‘Children’s Nutcracker’ its timeless feel
By Anne Ternus-Bellamy
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

Ask a participant in the “Davis 
Children’s Nutcracker” what his or her 
favorite part of the experience is, and 
odds are pretty good the answer will 
be, “my leaders.”

Because as fun as performing in the 
annual rite of passage is for Davis 
children, from the music to the 
dancing to the costumes, it’s often the 
interaction with the teenagers who 
teach them everything that leaves the 
deepest impact of all.

For years afterward, in fact, children 
will spot their leaders around town, 
working at Nugget, teaching a swim 
lesson, passing them on a sidewalk 
downtown, and respond with a shriek 
of joy: “That’s my ‘Nutcracker’ 
leader!”

It’s no wonder, then, that many of 
these children grow up to be leaders 
themselves, sharing their love for the 
“Nutcracker” year after year with the 
kids who follow in their footsteps. And 
they do so with a sense of obligation.

“My leaders always made it so fun,” 

says Davis High senior Emma Hunter, 
“so I always want to do the same.”

Hunter has been a leader for five 
years now, following six years spent in 
the cast itself. Cast members — who 
number 250 — are all between the ages 
of six and 12, and after that become 
eligible to be leaders.

This year, Hunter and junior Katya 
Christian are working with the two 
dance leads in the “Nutcracker,” both 
choreographing and teaching the Sugar 
Plum Fairy and the Forest Fairy their 
respective dances.

For Hunter, who was herself the 
Sugar Plum Fairy back in 2005, there 
is a seamlessness about the process of 
rehearsing onstage with this year’s 
version — Leila Roberts — and work-
ing through the dance movements.

And because both Hunter and 
Christian have been taking dance 
lessons since they were little, “we can 
actually put our knowledge of dance to 
use,” Christian said.

“It’s a great creative outlet,” Hunter 
added.The Sugar Plum Fairy (Leila Roberts) 

rehearses her solo for the 2011 edition 
of the “Davis Children’s Nutcracker.”

See NEIGHBORS, Page A2

See MUSICAL, Page A9

See LEADERS, Back page
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As Davis hearing nears, Berkeley camp thrives
Lawmaker on pepper 
spray probe recalls 
protests of the ’60s

By Michael Gardner
THE SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE

SACRAMENTO — San 
Diego Assemblyman Marty 
Block remembers as a teen-
ager sitting transfixed to 
the television as police in 
riot gear violently broke up 
a protest outside the 1968 
Democratic National Con-
vention in Chicago.

Block says he will reflect 
on that watershed moment 
in American politics and his 
subsequent involvement 
with protests as he launch-
es a probe into the use of 
pepper spray by campus 
police on what appeared to 
be passive student demon-
strators at UC Davis.

The Democratic lawmak-
er has pledged a measured 
response that will draw on 
his own mix of personal and 

professional 
experienc-
es. The pro-
tests in 
Chicago, 
just a few 
miles from 
where Block 
lived, got 
him focused 
on the clash 
between the 
rights of the public to pro-
test and the responsibility 
of police to maintain order 
and protect property.

“I wanted to be there, but 
my parents wouldn’t let me 
go,” Block said in an inter-
view. “That’s what got me 
interested.”

So it was a natural for 
Block to participate in the 
anti-war movement while 
attending Syracuse Univer-
sity in New York and 
Indiana University in 
Bloomington. He was never 
arrested, but he did see 
firsthand how the police 

Occupy camp in 
Civic Center Park 
is unthreatened

By Carolyn Jones
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

It took a few weeks, but 
Berkeley is finally taking 
center stage in the Bay 
Area’s Occupy movement.

The 2-month-old encamp-
ment in Civic Center Park 
— until recently a smatter-
ing of tents in the corner — 
is now a booming mega-
lopolis of tents, banners, 
dogs and teach-ins. It fills 
most of the park and has 
become the largest Occupy 
protest in the Bay Area.

“I love it here. It’s a rich, 
multifaceted experience,” 
said Brian Lipson, 44, a pre-
school teacher who moved 
into the camp shortly after 
it was established. “A struc-
ture is blossoming here.”

The population explosion 
came after police cleared 

Occupy camps in San Fran-
cisco and Oakland, leading 
dozens of protesters to relo-
cate to downtown Berkeley.

The Berkeley protest 
now includes more than 
100 tents, a dining area, 
information tables, elec-
tricity and other trappings 
of long-term encampment.

It’s likely to stay a while. 
Berkeley city officials and 
police have reported few 
problems or complaints 
about the camp and said 
they have no plans to 
remove it.

“For the most part every-
one’s been peaceful and 
cooperative,” said City 
Councilman Jesse Arreguin, 
whose district includes 
Civic Center Park.

“Personally, I strongly 
support the Occupy move-
ment and don’t have 
a problem at all with them 
being in the park.”

The park is a high-profile 
grassy block adjacent to 

BLOCK
Assembly 
member

See LAWMAKER, Page A9 See OCCUPY, Page A10
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2012 recycling 
calendars available

 Free copies of the 
2012 Yolo County 
recycling calendar are 
available for pickup at 
Davis City Hall, 23 
Russell Blvd.; the Davis 
Public Works Depart-
ment, 1717 Fifth St.; 
Davis Waste Removal, 
2727 Second St.; and 
the Stephens Branch 
Library, 315 E. 14th St.

For more information 
about recycling, holi-
day waste reduction 
and household hazard-
ous waste, see www.
davisrecycling.org. The 
city’s Recycling Pro-
gram can be reached at 
(530) 757-5686 or by 
email at pwweb@
cityofdavis.org. 

Ring in new year, 
help fairgrounds

 A New Year’s Eve 
bash will benefit the 
Yolo County Fair Heri-
tage Foundation, a non-
profit established two 
years ago to support the 
fair and its facilities.

The casual party will 
feature poker, bingo, 
dancing, a silent auc-
tion, food and beverag-
es. It will run from 7 
p.m. to “whenever” in 
Waite Hall at the fair-
grounds on Gum 
Avenue in Woodland. 
Tickets are $20 each.

The Yolo County Fair 
Heritage Foundation 
was created in October 
2009 to support the 
fairgrounds, which 
were established in 
1948. Its mission is to 
solicit dues, grants and 
charitable donations to 
preserve and enrich the 
heritage of the Yolo 
County Fair and show-
case agricultural indus-
tries to the community.

The foundation plans 
to offer support to local 
4-H and Future Farm-
ers of America pro-
grams, create agricul-
tural educational 
opportunities, promote 
public awareness and 
support ongoing proj-
ects.

For more on the foun-
dation or the New 
Year’s Eve party, call 
(530) 402-2222.  

Workshop set on 
download service

 Learn how to use the 
library’s free digital 
media download ser-
vice during an Over-
Drive Workshop at the 
Stephens Branch 
Library, 315 E. 14th St., 
on Saturday, Jan. 4, 
from 2 to 4 p.m.

The workshop will 
cover how to use the 
download service to 
download free audio-
books, eBooks, video 
and music. Bring your 
laptops, tablets and 
eReaders for this 
hands-on workshop. 
No reservations are 
required.

For more informa-
tion, contact Joan Tuss 
at joan.tuss@yolo
county.org or (530) 
757-5588. 

Alzheimer’s study 
gets support

 Palm Gardens Assist-
ed Living and Memory 
Care in Woodland has 
donated $628 to the 
Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, representing the 
proceeds from its 
document-shredding 
event last month.

The funds raised will 
help the Alzheimer’s 
Association in its 
mission to eliminate 
Alzheimer’s disease 
through the advance-
ment of research and 
enhance care and sup-
port for all affected.

Alzheimer’s is the 
sixth leading cause of 
death in the United 
States, with 5.4 million 
Americans living with 
the disease. By 2050, as 
many as 16 million will 
be afflicted.

LEADERS: Want a ticket? Check bulletin board in Vets’ lobby

USDA Santas share holiday joy with needy families

WAYNE TILCOCK/ENTERPRISE PHOTOS

The lead characters in the 2011 edition of the “Davis Children’s Nutcracker” prepare for opening night Wednesday. 
From left are the Mouse King (James Hayakawa), the Forest Fairy (Abby Sutcliffe), Clara (Lilja Jelks), the Sugar Plum 
Fairy (Leila Roberts) and the Nutcracker Prince (Cooper Hosley).

Teenage leaders 
play the role of 
mice during a
rehearsal with 
the Mouse 
King (James 
Hayakawa). 
From left are 
Katya Christian, 
Hannah 
Jolkovsky, 
Lindsay Brandt 
and Emma 
Hunter.
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Marina Barajas of the U.S. Department of Agriculture helps Tom 
Cox of the Yolo County Department of Social Services stuff a 
minivan Monday morning full of gifts for 35 children and seven 
adults. The USDA “Secret Santas” have adopted needy foster 
children and families at the holidays for the past several years.

ENTERPRISE STAFF

Employees from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture are celebrating 
the holidays again this year by giving. 
Thirty-five needy Yolo County chil-
dren and seven adults will find a few 
more treasures under their Christmas 
trees this year thanks to these USDA 
“Secret Santas.”

Each year, employees from USDA 
in Davis volunteer to participate in the 
adopt-a-child holiday program spon-
sored by the Yolo County Social 
Services Department. 

The program benefits children from 
infancy through 18 years old in foster 
care, and from low-income and needy 
families. Adults are beneficiaries as 
well.

Volunteers are provided with the 
child’s age and gender, plus a few 
holiday wishes that they would like 
fulfilled. Then the fun really begins 

when the “Santas” jump into action.
“Playing Santa for a needy child and 

letting parents and foster parents 
know we care is the best present I can 
give myself each year,” said Marina 
Barajas, who has coordinated USDA’s 
participation in the program for 20 
years.

“The holidays are such a joyous 
time. We just want to spread a little 
happiness out into our community to 
help those in need.”

Donated toys, clothing and other 
items were picked up by county social 
services staffers on Monday morning 
at the USDA Lyng Service Center in 
downtown Davis.

USDA agencies participating in the 
program are the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Rural Develop-
ment, Farm Service Agency, Risk 
Management and the Office of Inspec-
tor General.  

From Page A1

They and their fellow 
leaders also bring an 
immense knowledge of 
“Nutcracker” lore to the 
job.

“Everyone has all the 
lines memorized,” 
Christian noted.

So when the Mouse King 
— James Hayakawa — 
was rehearsing his role 
onstage one afternoon last 
week, any of the leaders 
could step in at any time 
to rehearse with him, 
playing a mouse, a soldier 
or anything else, and 
always knowing exactly 
what to say and what to 
do.

Leaders Lindsay 
Brandt, Hannah Jolkovsky 
and John Greer have the 
task of preparing a dozen 
children for their lead 
roles in this year’s 
“Nutcracker.” They’re 
working with everyone 
from Clara and the Prince, 
to the Mouse King, Gnome 
Queen and assorted family 
members.

Since right after 
Thanksgiving break 
they’ve been at the Veter-
ans’ Memorial Center 
nearly every day prepar-
ing their charges for their 
roles, helping Clara learn 
her lines, and coaching 
the Mouse King and the 
Prince through their 
swordplay.

The complexity of 
teaching a ballet dance 
has been particularly 
time-consuming for the 
dance leaders.

“We’re here the most 
of any of the leaders,” 
Christian noted.

But they wouldn’t have 
it any other way.

“I love everything about 
it,” Hunter said.

This is the 35th year of 
the “Davis Children’s 
Nutcracker” and director 
Ann Smalley’s 21st year at 
the helm. Once again she 
has about 40 volunteers 
and leaders assisting.

As it has nearly every 
year, the “Nutcracker” 
sold out the day tickets 
went on sale to the public. 
In fact, the public in 
general rarely gets a 
chance to buy tickets. 
Families of participants 
have the opportunity to 

purchase six tickets in 
advance and many of them 
then line up at the city’s 
Community Services 
Department in the early 
morning hours the day the 
remaining tickets go on 
sale. Parents have been 
known to line up two or 

more hours before the 
office opens — usually in 
the cold, sometimes in 
the rain — to buy more 
tickets.

People’s plans do 
change, though, and tick-
ets often become available 
for resale. Check the 

2011 cast
 This year’s main leads 

are: 

 Clara:  Lilja Jelks

 Nutcracker Prince:  
Cooper Hosley

 Mouse King:  
James Hayakawa

 Forest Fairy:  
Abby Sutcliffe

 Sugar Plum Fairy:  
Leila Roberts

bulletin board in the lobby 
of the Veterans’ Memorial 
Center for updates. 
The “Davis Children’s 
Nutcracker” opens 
Wednesday and continues 
through Sunday.

 — Reach Anne Ternus-
Bellamy at aternus@
davisenterprise.net.  
Follow her on Twitter at 
@ATernusBellamy


