What: “Davis Children’s
Nutcracker,” a holiday
tradition featuring a cast
of 250 children ages 6-12

When: Performances are
at 7 p.m. Wednesday
through Saturday,

Dec. 19, and at 2 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 19, and
Sunday, Dec. 20

Where: Veterans’
Memorial Theater,
203 E. 14th St.

Tickets: $9.50 each; at
press time, plenty of
tickets remained for
Thursday’s show, plus a
few for Wednesday and
Saturday evenings;
purchase them at the
Community Services
Department at City Hall,
23 Russell Blvd.
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Derrick Wydick, left, and Greg Wershing are proud that their kids are following in their “Nutcracker” footsteps. Wydick’s
daughter Kathryn, 6, is a snowflake; Wershing’s son Brycen, 12, plays Herr Drosselmeyer and son Logan, 10, is on the tech crew.

A family tradition

Second generation of
‘Nutcracker’ kids on stage

By Bev Sykes

ENTERPRISE CORRESPONDENT

When Greg Wershing watched his 12-year-
old son Brycen, playing Herr Drosselmeyer
in this year’s production of the “Davis
Children’s Nutcracker,” climb inside the big
grandfather clock, he had a flashback to 198S.
That’s the year the elder Wershing built that
clock, and many of the other pieces of “The
Nutcracker” set.

It also struck him that his son Logan, 10,
was the third generation of Wershings to be

working at the Veterans’ Memorial Theater
(Greg’s mother Susan Wershing worked tech
for more than 20 shows, before she moved
from Davis), and the second-generation
Wershing to be involved with Davis’ holiday
tradition.

Both sons Brycen and Logan have been
involved with “The Nutcracker” for years.
First, they were performers, and then Logan
decided to follow in his father’s footsteps and
now works on the tech crew.

By 1985, a small group of young people —
Chris Wong, Jon Lee, Phil Sequeira, Ned and
Jeri Sykes, Derrick Wydick and Wershing,
some of whom had come through the
performing ranks of the “Davis Children’s
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Cast members of the 2009 edition of the “Davis Children’s Nutcracker” prepare for opening
night next week. From left are Kevin Austin, the Nutcracker Prince; Grace Shelledy, the Forest
Fairy; Sophia Sears, Clara; Serena Roberts, the Sugar Plum Fairy; and Nora Hall, the Mouse
Queen. They will be joined by 250 children ages 6-12 performing as snowflakes, mice, soldiers,
Russian dancers, clowns, treats, gnomes, Spanish dancers, party guests and other fanciful
folks in this treasured holiday tradition.

FAMILY: ‘Shared experience’
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Nutcracker” — had grown up
and graduated to the tech
crew. They had new ideas
and were able to see many of
them become reality.

“We built a Christmas tree
that grows, an oversized fire-
place, a big chair, and big
and small grandfather
clocks,” Wershing remem-
bers. “I built an oversized
fireplace based on an exist-
ing fireplace prop and a giant
chair based on a regular
chair we acquired.”

Nearly 2S years later, most
of those pieces have been
replaced, but some still
remain. Some of the adults
who were once young people
are still involved with the
show, now watching their
own children performing.

“I’'m one of the bonafide
dinosaurs of the show,”
laughs Wydick, who, other
than a couple of years when
he and wife Laura lived in
Fremont, has worked on
every show since 1978, when
he played Fritz.

“When I was 25, I had no
idea this would happen,”
says city of Davis Public
Relations Manager Bob
Bowen, who dreamed up the
idea of the “Davis Children’s
Nutcracker” and directed it
for 10 years. “I just thought
we’d put on a show and 75
people showed up, put on
burlap tunics and (we had)
cardboard for sets. It’s grown
from there.”

The Bowen family is the
obvious first instance of
“generational involvement.”
Bob’s wife Kate directed the
show for three years. Three
of his four children have
been involved. Stacey Bowen
was a bear, pennywhistle,
treat (California raisin and
Hershey Kkiss), Chinese
dancer and snowflake. She

“I just thought we'd
put on a show and
75 people showed
up, put on burlap
tunics and (we had)
cardboard for sets.
It’s grown from
there.”

Bob Bowen

Davis public relations
manager, who created
the ‘Davis Children’s
Nutcracker’

was a leader for the little
party guests, mice and
bakers and also did sound for
a couple of years and helped
out backstage.

Tyler Bowen was the
Mouse King, Fritz, a soldier
and a gnome. He also worked
on the sound and stage crew.

Heather Bowen was a
pennywhistle, dancing bear,
snowflake and treat. She was
a leader for the snowflakes,
leads and gumdrops and did
stage crew. (Heather now
has two children, but does
not live in Davis. However,
she is moving back to the
area and who knows?
Perhaps her children will
start a third generation of
“Nutcracker” kids!)

Abby Verosub (now Abira
Laurie) was a Chinese
dancer in her one perform-
ance with the show, but she,
too, graduated to the tech
crew, though her brothers
performed for several years.
Laurie has returned to Davis
after an absence of 23 years
and is looking forward to
watching her daughter per-
form in “The Nutcracker.”

“She’s going to be a
clown,” Laurie says. “In my

day, we called them the
‘rubber chicken brigade.’
She’s excited.”

Kelly Carlson’s sister and
brothers danced in “The
Nutcracker” 20 years ago,
this year her three children
— Kasey, Carter and Grace
— will be on the stage.

Marianne Moore coordi-
nated the show for many
years as a city of Davis staff
member, her younger sister
performed, and now her own
daughters, Samantha and
Ella, are in it.

Wydick began taking
daughter Katie to rehearsals
when she was 15 months old.

“She was a squirmy little
baby, but when the dancing
started she would stop mov-
ing and focus her eyes on the
stage and not move for 45
minutes,” he says.

Wershing brought her
every year and the little girl
desperately wanted to get on
the stage. Now she’s finally
old enough and will be a
snowflake in this year’s
production. Her plan is to be
a flower when she becomes
old enough.

Many Davis residents say
the “Davis Children’s Nut-
cracker” is one of the gems of
life in this community. It has
become a Christmas tradi-
tion for many families.

“I'm glad it has been such
a big part of my life,”
Wershing says. “I'm glad my
kids have the opportunity to
experience it before it’s gone
for good.”

“This has become a crazy
institution that is part of
growing up in Davis,” Bob
Bowen says, laughing. “It has
become a shared experience
between parents who once
performed in the show and
kids who are in it now.

“Maybe that’s my endur-
ing legacy,” he adds. “That’s
pretty cool.”



