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Arts Sacramento Theatre Company presents Mexican nativity play

Salazar
to get
interior
Thompson had been among
rumored candidates for post
By Cory Golden
F RED G LADDIS /E NTERPRISE
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Teen leaders like Eadie,
Ransom and Appezzato burnish the well-oiled machine
that produces the popular
holiday children’s production
year after year. Leaders

President-elect Barack Obama has selected Sen.
Ken Salazar to be interior secretary, picking the
Colorado Democrat over a group of candidates that has
been rumored to include Rep. Mike Thompson, the
Denver Post and the Associated Press
reported Monday.
The Post reported that anonymous
Democratic sources told the paper
Salazar is “all but certain to be
appointed” pending the outcome of
a background check. Obama is likely
to make the announcement this
week, according to the Web site PolitiSALAZAR
co.
Senator
Salazar, a rancher and farmer, was
elected to the U.S. Senate in 2005, where his committee appointments have included Agriculture, and Energy and Natural Resources. He is a past Colorado
attorney general and executive director of the Colorado Department of Natural Resources.
His current board memberships include the
Colorado Water Conservation Board and American
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Linnea Ransom, a sophomore at Davis High School, taps each Snowflake on the shoulder to prompt her to twirl around as the
first- and second-graders rehearse their routine Thursday for the 2008 version of the “Davis Children’s Nutcracker.”

Local tradition
What: “Davis Children’s
Nutcracker,” a citysponsored holiday show
featuring 250 local
children ages 6-12
When: 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday and
Saturday; and 2 and
6 p.m. Sunday
Where: Veterans’
Memorial Theatre,
203 E. 14th St.
Tickets: Alas, they’re all
sold out!
Info: City of Davis
Community Services
Department, (530) 7575626 or http://www.
cityofdavis.org

It’s time to go ‘Nuts’
High schoolers
patiently teach
holiday dancers
By Devin Kelly
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

In a room at the Veterans’
Memorial Center, a line of 13
giggling little girls in colorful
school-day outfits twirl in
place. Some wear ballet

shoes, others kitten-pattern
socks. The ethereal “Waltz of
the Snowflakes” plays in the
background and leaders give
direction over the music.
“Stay in your line,” calls
out Katherine Eadie, 15, a
Davis High School sophomore.
One girl in a blue sweater
rushes in late, and Linnea
Ransom, also a sophomore,
gently shepherds her to the
right place. Then 17-year-old
Morgan Appezzato touches

each girl on the shoulder as a
sign to spin around. The Forest Fairy actress will do just
that to the Snowflake dancers
during the actual “Davis
Children’s Nutcracker,”
which opens Wednesday.

New court facility opens

Turn to UCD
for holiday
gifts of prose

By Lauren Keene

will oversee the family law court.
The new facility brings to seven the
number of locations, including several
With a rap of his gavel, Yolo Superi- portable buildings, where court busior Court Presiding Judge David Rosen- ness takes place in the city of Woodberg declared the county’s newest land. That includes the historic but
outdated courthouse at
court facility open for
725 Court St.
business on Monday.
“It’s far from ideal,”
Departments 14 and
Rosenberg said of the
15 — also known as the
scattered court offices,
family and civil law
“but it’s what we have to
departments — are on
do until we build our
the third floor of 1100
new courthouse.”
Main St., along with a
Rosenberg said 7,800
facilitator/self-help
square feet being leased
center and a children’s
at the Main Street buildwaiting room.
David Rosenberg
ing “was virtually the
Court employees Yolo Superior Court
only space available in
will spend the next two presiding judge
the city of Woodland,
weeks moving into the
short of renting a warebuilding, and cases
will be heard in the two new depart- house.” Construction of the courtrooms
ments starting in early January, Rosen- and offices began in October.
Meanwhile, work continues to find
berg said.
Judge Janet Gaard has been a location for the new courthouse, a
assigned to preside over the civil
department, while Referee David Reed
See COURT, Page A5
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choose the replacement.
“She told me she was interested in the
position,” Paterson said. “It’s not a campaign. She’d like at some point to sit
down.”
Caroline Kennedy’s spokesman,
Stefan Friedman, declined to comment.
Clinton is expected to be confirmed as
President-elect Barack Obama’s secretary of state.

Books make good gifts, especially
at the holidays. Here are 13 new titles, all published by UC Davis faculty, alumni or staff during the past
year (with two 2007 exceptions).
Included are books that will appeal to beer lovers, bike enthusiasts
and science fiction fans as well as
soccer nuts, farmers’ market regulars and conspiracy theorists.
Three of the books, in addition to
being written by authors with UCD
ties, also focus on the campus: One is
a photographic tribute to the Arboretum; another is a full-color catalog of works by Wayne Thiebaud
and
other
renowned art
department
faculty; and
the third is a
novel set on
campus in the
’60s.
For beer
lovers,
or
wine lovers,
or beer-and-wine lovers: “Grape vs.
Grain: A His-torical, Technological,
and Social Com-parison of
Wine and Beer” by Charles Bamforth, chairman of food science and
technology and the Anheuser-Busch
Endowed Professor in Malting and
Brewing Sciences at UCD.
Says Alan Tardi, author of “Romancing the Vine”: “‘Grape vs.
Grain’ offers a thorough, comparative look at mankind’s two most
beloved and culturally significant
beverages (and) will surely change

See KENNEDY, Page A5

See PROSE, Page A4

“It’s far from ideal,
but it’s what we
have to do until
we build our new
courthouse.”
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Attorney Alexandra Fullerton and Yolo County Court Referee
Dave Reed check out the children’s waiting room Monday at
the newly opened family law court in the Wiseman Building in
Woodland. Civil trials also will be conducted in a second new
courtroom there. Yolo has outgrown the county courthouse.

Kennedy eyes N.Y. seat
In this March 7,
2005, photo,
Caroline
Kennedy sits in
front of an image
of her late father,
President John F.
Kennedy, at the
John F. Kennedy
Presidential
Library and
Museum in
Boston.
AP

Governor will appoint
Clinton’s successor
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — Caroline
Kennedy told New York’s governor on
Monday that she’s interested in the U.S.
Senate seat being vacated by Hillary
Rodham Clinton, making her the
highest-profile candidate to express a
desire for the job.
Democratic Gov. David Paterson will
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Duncan for schools chief?
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The lead roles in the 2008 “Davis Children’s Nutcracker” are played by, from left, Riley
Hickman, as the Nutcracker Prince; Alex Sprague as the Sugarplum Fairy; Sydney Maguire as
Clara; Brittany Aldredge as the Mouse Queen; and Devon Hayakawa as the Forest Fairy.

NUTS: Leaders were performers
From Page A1
forfeit studying and sports
practices to spend several
hours per week helping
young performers learn
dances and acts.
Of the 70 teens, 15 are unpaid volunteers in their first
year heading a group.
In addition to teaching
packs of energetic children,
the leaders choreograph the
dance routines themselves.
Eadie, Ransom and Appezzato watched movies from last
year’s performance for the
gist of a typical Snowflake
dance. The personal touches
come later.
“Katherine added a ‘wand
dip’ move,” Appezzato said.
For all the circling and
dipping in the Snowflake
routine, the girls (aged 6-8)
learned fast, she added.
In the adjacent room, a
medley of boys and girls
clashed noisily with gray
wooden swords: Mice versus
Soldiers. Julia Spangler, 17,
stood in the center, holding a
script in her hand and reading lines periodically in a
loud, clear voice.
Spangler, a lifelong theater

participant, believes all kids
should have the chance to
perform onstage.
“You develop a relationship with the kids,” she said.
“You get to know their
names, personalities and
help them to perform.”
At one point during the
rehearsing, Patric Kreidler
dropped to his hands and
knees to demonstrate how to
crawl without letting swords
touch the ground. The
“mice” immediately imitated
him, giggling and whispering.
Kreidler, a freshman at
Harper Junior High, recalls
happy days as a participant
in the show.
“My favorite thing ever
was being a Russian dancer,”
he said. “At the end they do
the kicking thing, (and) I
could kick way higher than
all the other kids.”
A cycle creates the tradition of youth leaders. All the
current leaders performed in
“The Nutcracker” themselves from an early age, as
Mice or Gumdrops or
Dancing Bears.
After years of having fun
and admiring their own lead-

ers, at age 13, the students
become the teachers.
“What they tell us in the
interview is that they all
looked up to their leaders
and always wanted to be
one,” said Shannon Clegg,
co-producer of the “Davis
Children’s Nutcracker.”
And the job just looked like
a good time.
“It seemed like the leaders
were having fun,” said 16year-old Isiah Hale. Hale,
who runs the Chinese dancer
group with Madeline Kelsch
and Taylor Difuntorum,
mixes up learning with a
multitude of games, such as
Red Light, Green Light and
Sharks ’n’ Minnows.
All of this hits home with
their kids.
“(The leaders) all play
games with us a lot,” fourthgrader Jessica Block said. “I
really think they’re good
leaders.”
“The Children’s Nutcracker” opens Wednesday and
runs through Sunday. The
sold-out show features
performances from 250 local
children in grades kindergarten through six.

KENNEDY: ‘Highly determined woman’
From Page A1
At an afternoon news conference to discuss last week’s
paralyzing ice storm, New
York’s senior senator, Charles
Schumer, said he has also
talked to Caroline Kennedy
about the job.
“And she’s clearly interested,” he said.
Kennedy is the daughter of
the late President John F.
Kennedy. Her uncle, the late
Robert F. Kennedy, once held
the Senate seat she wants. Paterson has sole authority to
name a replacement for Clinton, who was first elected in
2000 and re-elected by a wide
margin in 2006.
Over the past week,
Kennedy, who lives in Manhattan, has reached out to several prominent New York
Democrats to tell them of her
interest in the Senate seat.
They included Joel Klein,
chancellor of the New York
City Department of Education. Kennedy worked closely
with Klein as executive of the
Office of Strategic Partnerships for the New York City
Department of Education,
where she raised about $65
million for the city’s schools.
“I think she’s thought about
it a long time,” Klein said of a
conversation he had with
Kennedy on Monday. He said
the campaigning she did for
Obama this year helped acquaint her with the gritty rituals of retail politics.
“She’s a highly determined
woman and she’s clearly been
thinking about her life and
how to make an effective contribution,” Klein said. “Everyone knows Caroline, and
everyone has a great historical respect for the Kennedy
family.”
Other Democrats who appear to be on Paterson’s short
list include New York Attorney General Andrew Cuomo,
who won’t say publicly
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“As far as record
of achievement, I
strongly believe
that I’m much
more qualified,
much more
experienced, and
have an
independent
record.”
Rep. Peter King
Long Island Republican
whether he’s interested.
One of the early front-runners, Rep. Nydia Velazquez of
Brooklyn, took herself out of
the running Friday.
Paterson will appoint someone to fill Clinton’s seat for
two years if she is confirmed
as secretary of state.
Republicans wasted no time
in criticizing Kennedy as unqualified for the job and unfamiliar with the state.
“If anything, it makes me
more determined to run,” said
Rep. Peter King, a Long Island Republican who has already expressed his interest
in the seat.
“As far as record of
achievement, I strongly believe that I’m much more
qualified, much more experienced, and have an independent record,” King said.
“Nothing against Caroline
Kennedy, but I don’t think
anyone has a right to a seat.”
Besides being a member of
America’s most famous political family, 50-year-old Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg is
president of the John F.
Kennedy Library Foundation
and a member of the John F.
Kennedy Profile in Courage
Award Committee.

She is also a director of the
Commission on Presidential
Debates; a director of the
NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund; honorary
chairwoman of the American
Ballet Theatre; and vice chairwoman of New York City’s
Fund for Public Schools.
She has a bachelor’s degree
from Harvard and a law degree from Columbia University. She and her husband,
Edwin Arthur Schlossberg,
have three children.
The Rev. Al Sharpton, a
prominent civil rights activist,
said Kennedy called him
Monday. For Democrats,
Sharpton could be an important ally, and an early call on
such political matters can be a
critical show of respect.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President-elect Barack Obama has chosen Chicago
schools chief Arne Duncan to
serve as education secretary,
people with knowledge of the
decision said Monday.
Obama planned to announce his choice this morning.
These
individuals
confirmed Duncan’s selection Monday on condition of
anonymity because Obama
had not made the decision
public.
Duncan has run the country’s third-biggest school district for the past seven years.
He has focused on improving
struggling schools, closing
those that fail. Obama highlighted this work by choosing
for the announcement a turnaround story for Duncan —
Dodge Renaissance Academy, a school Duncan closed
and then reopened.
The two had visited the
school together three years
ago, although they share
more than an interest in

education: Duncan has
played pickup basketball
with Obama since the 1990s.
In fact, Duncan co-captained
the Harvard basketball team
and played professionally in
Australia before his career in
education.
Duncan ran an education
nonprofit on Chicago’s South
Side before working in
Chicago Public Schools under former chief Paul Vallas,
now the schools chief in New
Orleans.
Obama’s choice has been
anticipated, and argued
about, by education groups
anxious to see what Obama
will do to fix the country’s ailing schools.
Obama managed throughout his campaign to avoid taking sides in the contentious
debate between reform advocates and teachers’ unions
over the direction of education and the fate of President
Bush’s No Child Left Behind
accountability law.
Duncan’s selection may

INTERIOR: Enviros rapped Thompson
From Page A1
Farmlands Trust President’s Council.
Salazar holds a career
score of 81 from the League
of Conservation Voters. His
Senate biography credits him
with state-level reforms for
oil, mining and gas, the creation of Colorado’s Youth in
Natural Resources Program
and authoring the state constitutional amendment creating Great Outdoors Colorado,
a land conservation effort.
After growing up on a remote ranch without electricity, Sen. Salazar and his
seven siblings became firstgeneration college graduates.
He earned his bachelor’s degree in political science from
Colorado College, his law degree from the University of
Michigan.
Salazar would be the second Latino chosen by Obama
to serve in the cabinet, joining New Mexico Gov. Bill
Richardson, the nominee for
commerce
secretary.
Salazar’s brother John, a
three-term congressman, has
been rumored to be a candidate for agriculture secretary.
Thompson, D-St. Helena,

joined a regularly changing
list of candidate for the interior secretary position. He
was reported to have the support of House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi. Thompson, an avid
hunter and fisherman, also
was backed by the executive
directors of 35 sporting
groups, like Ducks Unlimited.
The congressman has remained mum on his possible
candidacy, except to say he
was humbled by the support
of the sporting groups. Last
week, his staff declined to
say if the Thompson had
traveled to Chicago to interview for the position.
When Thompson’s name
was floated, it was met with
resistance by some in the environmental
community.
That despite his career 88
percent lifetime score from
the League of Conservation
Voters and national recognition from the Sierra Club following the 2006 passage of
Thompson’s Northern California Coastal Wild Heritage
Wilderness Act. It designated
273,000 acres of federal
lands in the region as wilderness and protecting 21 miles
of river.
In addition to the support

COURT: Bill will increase fees,
fines to raise funds for building
From Page A1
project that moved closer to
reality in September when
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger signed into law Senate
Bill 1407. It calls for a
statewide increase in court
fines and fees that will raise
billions of dollars for courthouse construction.
Budgeted at about $133
million, the new courthouse
likely will be a four-story

building with 16 courtrooms,
a waiting room for families
with children and increased
space for jurors to meet and
deliberate, among other
amenities.
Court officials are hoping
to see the project built within the next five years.
— Reach Lauren Keene
at lkeene@davisenterprise.
net or (530) 747-8048.
Comment on this story at
www.davisenterprise.com

Remember Your 1st Bike?
Over 100 Kids bikes
in stock & ready to go
under your tree!

Downtown Davis
610 3rd Street
756-3540

satisfy both factions. Reform
advocates wanted a big-city
school superintendent who,
like Duncan, has sought accountability for schools and
teachers. And teachers’
unions, an influential segment of the party base, wanted an advocate for their
members; they have said
they believe Duncan is willing to work with them.
“Arne Duncan actually
reaches out and tries to do
things in a collaborative
way,” Randi Weingarten,
head of the 1.4 million-member American Federation of
Teachers, told The Associated Press earlier this month.
Duncan deliberately straddled the factions earlier this
year when he signed competing manifestos from each
side of the debate.
Sen. Edward Kennedy,
chairman of the Senate
Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions Committee,
said Duncan was a consensus
candidate.
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he has received from hunting
groups, including campaign
donations, some bloggers
took Thompson to task for,
among other things, supporting President Bush’s Healthy
Forests Restoration Act, seen
by some as a giveaway to the
timber industry, and opposing an amendment to an Interior appropriations bill
protecting wildlife and oldgrowth trees by halting road
building in Alaska’s Tongass
National Forest.
Some political observers
speculated Thompson’s candidacy also may have been
hurt by the number of Californians already in top leadership positions on the
environment.
Among the others who had
rumored to be under consideration for interior secretary
by Obama were Rep. Raul
Grijalva, D-Ariz.; Kevin Gover, the director of the Smithsonian Institution’s National
Museum of the American Indian; and John Berry, director of the National Zoo.
If Salazar is confirmed,
Colorado Gov. Bill Ritter, also a Democrat, would pick
Salazar’s replacement.
— Reach Cory Golden at
cgolden@davisenterprise.net
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