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Coroner releases first autopsy in North Davis incident
BY LAUREN KEENE

Enterprise staff writer

 The Davis man shot by police 
officers last week after allegedly 
confronting them with a knife 
succumbed to multiple gunshot 
wounds, Yolo County coroner’s 
officials confirmed following an 
autopsy Monday.

Christopher Joseph Gray, 29, 
died at the scene of Thursday 
morning’s confrontation inside 
his family’s home in the 400 

block of Avocet Avenue in North 
Davis, where officers responding 
to a 911 call reporting a domestic 
dispute arrived to find Gray’s 
mother fatally wounded inside 
the residence.

An autopsy for Carol Ann 
Drenkow Gray, 62, is scheduled 
for Tuesday, Chief Deputy Coro-
ner Gina Moya said.

Carol Gray is believed to have 
summoned police to the resi-
dence at about 3:40 a.m. Thurs-
day, saying her son was being 

“verbally aggressive and making 
non-specific threats” to her, 
according the Davis Police 
Department’s online log. Police 
have reported having multiple 
prior contacts with the family.

Officers spotted Carol Gray 
lying injured on the floor through 
a front window and went inside 
to render aid. That’s Chris Gray 
allegedly confronted them with 
the knife in the home’s entryway 
and was shot at by more than one 
officer, police said last week. 

Specific details about the type of 
knife have not been released.

Carol Gray also died at the 
scene from her injuries, the 
nature of which are expected to 
be revealed following Tuesday’s 
autopsy.

Davis Police Chief Darren Pytel 
said Monday that crime-scene 
investigators completed their 
processing of the Avocet Avenue 
house, with the next step being 
detectives’ review of all the col-
lected evidence.

The department also plans to 
have audio and video recordings 
of the incident redacted for public 
release, the date of which hasn't
been determined. State law
requires the release of that foot-
age within 45 days of an officer-
involved shooting or use-of-force 
death.

 — Reach Lauren Keene at 
lkeene@davisenterprise.net or 
530-747-8048. Follow her on 
Twitter at @laurenkeene  
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Gov. Gavin Newsom visits Nicole Etchison’s second grade class at Paradise Ridge Elementary School in August. A father of 
four, the governor’s first-year priorities pointedly emphasized kids.

New laws for education
BY RICARDO CANO

CalMatters

School kids can’t vote, but Gov. 
Gavin Newsom delivered for them 
in his first year in office, signing 
laws to fix their crumbling class-
rooms, address the issue of school-
lunch shaming and let them sleep 
later on school days, while boosting 
spending for K-12 schools and early 
childhood programs.

Though a high-profile battle over 
charter school rules drew most of 
the attention, hundreds of propos-
als were introduced this year 
with potential impact on public 

education. As with most legislation, 
only a fraction made it to Newsom’s 
desk.

High-profile bills to lower local 
parcel tax thresholds and prohibit 
schools from hiring teachers 
through third-party programs such 
as Teach For America fell short of 
passage, for instance. Newsom also 
vetoed some in the final days before 
the Oct. 13 signing deadline. 
Among them:  proposals to man-
date full-day kindergarten (because 
of the expense), to let high-school 
juniors take the SAT and ACT 
in place of the Smarter Balanced 

standardized testing (due to equity 
issues), and to subsidize Advanced 
Placement exam fees for low-
income students (other subsidies 
already are available).

The most significant set of revi-
sions to the state’s charter-school 
law in more than two decades 
capped this year’s list of new educa-
tion laws, putting new curbs on a 
segment of public schools that has 
grown over time, particularly in cit-
ies, to enroll more than 600,000 
California kids.

The new laws are expected to 

SEE LAWS, PAGE A3

City honors 
Eichorn 
with Covell 
Award 
BY ANNE TERNUS-BELLAMY 
Enterprise staff writer

 There is no shortage of 
worthy causes in Yolo 
County.

Nonprofit and advocacy 
organizations focused on 
everything from preserving 
habitat to rescuing aban-
doned dogs to feeding 
families in need all thrive 
thanks to local residents 
generous with both their 
time and money.

But few have likely con-
tributed to as many differ-
ent causes as Kim Eichorn.

A lifelong Davis resident, 
Eichorn entered the real 
estate business with her 
mom, Peggy Eichorn, who 
always bought her clients a 
gift when escrow closed.

But who really wants a 
vase from their real estate 
agent, Eichorn remembers 
thinking.

She began asking her 
clients to pick a charity to 
which she could contribute 
instead.

“I started doing that and 
it just felt so good, and a 
much more meaningful 
way to honor them than 
buying them a fruit basket,” 
Eichorn said.

“There are so many 
amazing organizations and 
causes, you never feel like 
you can do enough,” she 
added.

Her donations to local 
charities on behalf of cli-
ents have frequently topped 
$15,000 a year since 
Eichorn became a Realtor 
in the mid-1990s.

And that’s just the tip of 
the iceberg when it comes 
to her contributions to 
Davis.

“For years, Kim has qui-
etly supported countless 
non-profits, community 
events and worthy proj-
ects,” said Davis resident 
Kate Bowen.

“In fact, she will often 
call me and ask, ‘How can I 
help?’ when I am planning 
an event.

SEE COVELL, PAGE A6

 Brinley 
Award goes 
to Trapp 
and Ryan 
 BY ANNE TERNUS-BELLAMY 
Enterprise staff writer

 Retirement for Gene 
Trapp and Jo Ellen Ryan 
was a beginning, they say, 
not an end.

After 30 years — he as a 
professor of biological 
sciences at Sacramento 
State University and she at
UC Davis’s Shields Library
— the husband-and-wife 
duo could now focus on 
volunteer work.

Specifically, they could 
volunteer weekdays and
weekends with local non-
profits like the Yolo Basin 
Foundation and Yolo 
Audubon Society, including 
helping with educational 
programs and leading local 
wildlife tours.

But in 2006, a series
of arson fires near the 
West Davis Pond, not 
far from their home, 
prompted the couple to 
concentrate their energy in 
that location, in particular.

“We began to see that we 
should also focus on the 
wildlife habitat just down 
the street,” Ryan said.

But they didn’t just want 
to become a neighborhood
watch program, she added. 
“We wanted to turn it into 
something positive.”

And so they did. 
With permission from the 
city, the couple spear-
headed efforts to convert a

SEE BRINLEY, PAGE A6

‘Nutcracker’ goes full circle
BY GENNA OLAVARRI

Special to The Enterprise

The theater breathes 
life. Teen leaders step in 
for absent groups and 
flounce across the stage. 
Stage manager Christo-
pher Sortor jogs back and 
forth from flipping the 
music on the phone at the 
corner of the stage to 
wielding grumbling 
power tools.

A large, iridescent pur-
ple plum stands in the 
back, adjacent to a low-set 
painting of a mountain 
range sweeping the back 
wall. Little kids bustle 
with excitement and 
energy. And this is just the 
rehearsal.

With less than a week 
until the show opens, 
“The Davis Children’s 
Nutcracker” is in crunch 

time on Dec. 5. Director 
Ann Smalley, settled in 
the center of Row E, is 
nearly as excited as all the 
children. She directs kids 
on where to go and what 
to do from her seat, com-
manding yet kind and 
personable.

She is invariably posi-
tive, saying please and 

SEE ‘NUTCRACKER,’ PAGE A3
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Director Ann Smalley gives stage instructions to young cast 
members in the “Nutcracker” during rehearsals in 2015. 
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A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION YOU CAN STICK TO:  
PREPARE OR UPDATE YOUR ESTATE PLAN IN 2020

Join us for an  
informal round table 
discussion about why 
you need an estate 

plan or should  
consider updating your 

current estate plan.

Limited to 15 per session. 
 RSVP Now to reserve your spot  

staff@kulkarnilaw.com  
or call (530) 302-5602.

Refreshments will be provided.

WHEN: January 15, 2020 • 5:30-6:30pm
WHERE: 1712 Picasso Ave., Ste E, Davis, CA 95618

WHEN: January 22, 2020 • Noon-1:00pm
WHERE: 1712 Picasso Ave., Ste E, Davis, CA 95618

WHEN: January 30, 2020 • 5:30-6:30pm
WHERE: 1712 Picasso Ave., Ste E, Davis, CA 95618

Take care of 
your loved 

ones!

2019 
There will be no Recycle, Compost and Garbage collection services 

on Wednesday, December 25, 2019 and Wednesday, January 1, 2020. 
If your regular collection day falls on or after the holiday, your 

service will be delayed by one day. Your regular collection service 
schedule will resume the week of January 6, 2020.

Questions? Call 530.756.4646 or visit Recology.com
En Español www.recology.com.

DEC 23 DEC  24 DEC  25 DEC  26 DEC  27 DEC  28
Regular Regular NO SERVICE Service for  Service for Service for
service service  Christmas Day Wednesday Thursday Friday
    Customers Customers Customers

DEC 30 DEC  31 JAN  1 JAN  2 JAN  3 JAN  4
Regular Regular  NO SERVICE Service for  Service for Service for
service service  New Year’s Day Wednesday Thursday Friday
    Customers Customers Customers

MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

thank you to everyone. 
She applauds and 
exclaims the phrase “wild 
applause” each time a 
dance finishes, then 
moves on.

Thirty years ago, Smal-
ley was a parent volunteer 
with the production. The 
city of Davis invited her to 
step in as director. She 
replied, “Yeah sure.”

At the time, her son, 
Kellen Smalley, and 
daughter, Jen Smalley, 
were both in the produc-
tion.

Kellen was playing 
Fritz one of those early 
years. On the last night, 
he dressed up as Santa, 
burst onto the stage and 
said, “Uh-oh! Wrong 
house!”

Each year, the “Nut-
cracker” cast continues 
the tradition of playing a 
joke on Smalley.

Another year, on the 
final night of the run, the 
elegant Sugar Plum Fairy 
sat in her throne with her 
hair in curlers, reading a 
magazine. Smalley was 
shocked to see her digni-
fied lead out of costume 
and instead with slip-
pered feet and wad of 
pink bubblegum in her 
mouth.

“At the time I was like 
‘oh my goodness!’” Smal-
ley said. “(But now) I look 
back on it very fondly.”

Jen Smalley remembers 
her mom stepping into 
the role of director 
around the time she aged 

out of acting in the play. 
As a teen leader, she loved 
that the other kids saw 
her mom in the same way 
she did.

“She is the kindest, 
most loving, most accept-
ing person I’ve ever met,” 
Jen Smalley said. “And 
I’m not saying that just 
because she’s my mom.”

Many people have been 
touched by Ann Smalley’s 
kindness and dedication 
to the program. Smalley 
cares deeply about the 
production and everyone 
in it , which is evident in 
the way she recalls every-
one’s names.

Sophomore Alicia Joo 
went to her preschool, 
Ann’s Nursery School, 
from which Smalley has 
since retired. On the first 
day 10-year-old Joo came 
to the auditions for “The 
Nutcracker” in 2014, 
Smalley remembered her 
and called her by name.

“She makes everyone 
feel valuable,” Joo said.

Sophomore Paige Car-
lock was a cast member 
for four years and a vol-
unteer for two years. 
When Carlock would 
come into rehearsals on 
sleepy, winter afternoons, 
Smalley would always ask 
her how her day was or 
how she was doing 
whether she was a little 
cat at age 8 or a 14-year-
old volunteer.

New kids make the 
production a bit different 
each year and Smalley 
adapts the show to the 

interests of each group. 
She tries to make it rele-
vant by adding popular 
dances and music.

“I had to tell her to 
maybe not have the 
clowns dab (a couple of 
years ago),” sophomore 
Dean Fulks said.

While Smalley benefits 
the program, the produc-
tion has also helped her.

Three years ago, her 
husband suddenly passed 
away from cancer at age 
65. “He was my best 
friend,” Smalley said. 
“(He) always supported 
me.”

“It was devastating,” 
Jen said. “(He) was such a 
big-presence … (Now) 
there’s a hole.” While the 
family banded together to 
support one another, 
“The Nutcracker” also 
helped to alleviate some 
of the anguish. “(It was) a 
light in my grief,” Ann 
Smalley said.

“The Nutcracker” is 
more than just a show for 
the Smalley family. “(It is) 
ingrained in my family’s 
blood,” Jen Smalley said.

Now, Ann Smalley’s 
grandchildren are doing 
“The Nutcracker.” In fact, 
Jen Smalley’s daughter 
played Clara in last year’s 
production just as she 
had done when she was 
younger.

“It’s fun to see it come 
full circle,” Jen said.

 — Genna Olavarri is a 
Davis High School stu-
dent and a staff writer at 
the Blue Devil Hub.  

‘NUTCRACKER’: Family business
From Page A1

make it easier both for local 
school boards to deny new 
charters and for high-
performing charter schools 
to stay open. Charter 
schools will have to operate 
within the boundaries of 
their authorizing districts, 
and charter school teachers 
will also have new creden-
tialing requirements.

But that legislation — 
which followed a expensive 
election in which charter 
schools were a flashpoint 
between school reformers 
and unions anxious to slow 
the growth of the largely 
non-unionized sector — 
was only part of the picture.

Here are some other new 
California education laws 
to know:

Late-start times 
The law:  Senate Bill 

328 by state Sen. Anthony 
Portantino, D-La Cañada 
Flintridge.

Responding to what sup-
porters and physicians have 
deemed a public health 
crisis, California became 
the first in the nation to 
mandate later school start 
times for older students. 
Under the new law, which 
had been vetoed by Gov. 
Jerry Brown last year, Cali-
fornia high schools will be 
required to start their days 
no earlier than 8:30 a.m. 
and 8 a.m. for middle 
schools.

SB 328, among the last 
batch of laws to be signed by 
the governor, had been one 
of the most hotly debated 
education proposals at the 
Legislature: While experts 
and advocates have pointed 
to a growing body of 
research that shows that 
later start times helps com-
bat sleep deprivation among 
teens and help lead to 
bumps in student achieve-
ment, groups representing 
local school boards and 
teachers opposed the mea-
sure because it takes away 
the decision-making from 
school districts.

The new law will be 
phased in over three years 
and rural schools will be 
exempt from the law, 
though the proposal does 
not further specify which 
schools would be affected 
by exemptions. State ana-
lysts predicted that the new 
law could “potentially” add 
millions of dollars in extra 
costs for schools to imple-
ment later start times.

Charter schools 
The laws:  Assembly Bill 

1505 by Assemblyman Pat-
rick O’Donnell, D-Long 
Beach; Assembly Bill 
1507 by Assemblywoman 
Christy Smith, D-Santa 
Clarita; and Senate Bill 
126 by state Sen. Connie 
Leyva, D-Chino.

After months of negotia-
tions and heated debate, 

new rules are coming for 
California’s sector of pub-
licly-funded, indepen-
dently-operated charter 
schools. All charter teach-
ers will be required to hold 
a state teaching credential, 
and local school boards 
have broader discretion in 
approving or denying char-
ters, though charters can 
still appeal to counties and 
the state.

Charter schools also will 
be required to follow the 
same open-meeting laws as 
school districts under a 
proposal that was among 
the first bills Newsom 
signed as governor. And a 
loophole will close that had 
allowed so-called “far-flung 
charters” to operate far 
from the often-tiny school 
districts that had autho-
rized — and were being 
paid to oversee — them.

 Suspensions 
 The law:  SB 419 by state 

Sen. Nancy Skinner, 
D-Berkeley.

Largely cheered by civil 
rights groups, SB 419 per-
manently bans California 
public schools from sus-
pending students in first 
through fifth grades for will-
ful defiance – a justification 
for suspension and expul-
sion that advocates for the 
bill characterize as too sub-
jective and one that is dis-
proportionately imposed on 
black students and LGBTQ 
youth.

Once implemented in 
the 2020-21 school year, 
the ban on willful defiance 
suspensions will be tempo-
rarily extended to students 
in sixth through eighth 
grade through 2025. The 
initial version of the bill 
had called for including 
high-school students in the 
temporary ban on willful 
defiance suspensions, but 
was amended before New-
som signed the bill.

 State bond 
 The law:  AB 48 by 

Assemblyman Patrick 
O’Donnell, D-Long Beach.

On March 3, voters will 
decide whether to approve 
a $15 billion state bond for 
K-12 schools, community 
colleges and universities 
after Newsom approved a 
proposal that amounts to 
the largest school construc-
tion bond in California’s 
history.

K-12 schools would reap 
the majority of the ear-
marked funds — $9 billion 
— and, unlike previous 
state bonds, this measure 
would prioritize school 
modernization projects 
over new construction. 
Community colleges and 
the state’s two public uni-
versity systems, the Califor-
nia State University and 
University of California, 
each will receive $2 billion.

The proposal passed 

with near-unanimous sup-
port in the Legislature as 
supporters stressed 
urgency to provide more 
support for schools to mod-
ernize facilities. Research-
ers have estimated 
California’s school facilities 
needs would total $117 bil-
lion over the next decade.

 Youth football 
The law:  AB 1 by Assem-

blyman Jim Cooper, D-Elk 
Grove.

Youth football programs 
in California now are now 
limited to two full-contact 
practices per week amid an 
ongoing public debate over 
football safety and mount-
ing concerns that have 
helped lead to significant 
dips in participation at the 
high-school level.

After successfully lobby-
ing against a previous pro-
posal that youth football 
advocates deemed too 
extreme because it would 
have outright banned 
tackle football at the youth 
level, a coalition of coaches 
and parents went on the 
offensive and mobilized 
behind AB 1.

 Child-care union 
The law:  AB 378 by 

Assemblywoman Monique 
Limón, D-Santa Barbara.

Providers for children 
who receive state-
subsidized care will now 
have the right to organize a 
union and bargain with the 
state. Advocates cheered the 
move because they believe it 
will help improve pay and 
working conditions for a 
profession that largely 
employs women of color.

Advocates point to this 
oft-cited research point as 
reason for more invest-
ments in preschool teach-
ers and childcare providers: 
More than half of Califor-
nia’s early childhood work-
force relies on public 
assistance.

S martphone use 
The law:  AB 272 by 

Assemblyman Al Muratsu-
chi, D-Torrance.

Local school boards will 
now be allowed to ban or 
limit students’ use of 
smartphones while at 
school except under emer-
gencies or specific circum-
stances, such as medical 
reasons. Though educators 
and experts note that 
smartphone use can be dis-
ruptive to classroom 
instruction, most of the 
state’s districts already have 
policies that address smart-
phones, according to the 
California School Boards 
Association.

— CalMatters.org is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan 
media venture explaining 
California policies and 
politics.   

LAWS: Newsom’s big priority
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West Plainfield firefighters lead effort to 
aid victims of Thanksgiving-week blaze
BY LAUREN KEENE

Enterprise staff writer

 A Yolo County family that lost all its 
belongings in a Thanksgiving week fire 
got a happy holiday after all, thanks to 
West Plainfield firefighters who rallied 
aid from the community.

According to a post on the West Plain-
field Fire Department’s Instagram page, 
the unidentified family of five — with a 
sixth on the way — awoke shortly after 
midnight on Nov. 25 to discover flames 
and smoke inside their home.

“The family lost all of their belongings, 
but not their spirit,” the post says. “After 
surveying the losses, one of our members 
reached out locally to see if there was 
anything that could be done to help this 
family out during this holiday season.”

The result was a gathering last 
Wednesday during which the family 
opened brightly wrapped gifts and cele-
brated with others the season of giving.

“The gracious and selfless efforts of the 
staff of Dignity Health’s Woodland 
Healthcare were able to raise money, gifts 
for the children, and items to assist this 
family in rebuilding, moving forward, 
and getting ready for their new arrival,”
says the Instagram post.

Others who contributed toward the 
effort included Erik Komula of Firehouse 
Entertainment, Tricia Valenzuela, Vin-
cent Bravo Garcia, Willow Oak Fire Pro-
tection District E7A, the commissioners
of the West Plainfield Fire Protection 
District and members of the West Plain-
field Fire Department, including Fire 
Chief Cherie Rita. 


