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THE DAVISt
Union petitions UC to support stranded Iranian students
Thirteen UC students 
barred from U.S. 
since September 
BY CALEB HAMPTON

Enterprise staff writer

 On Sept. 9, Nima Abdollah-
pour flew from Tehran to Istan-
bul a few days ahead of his 
flight to San Francisco. After 
graduating from one of Iran’s top 

universities, Abdollahpour was 
set to start a Ph.D. program at 
UC Davis. When he went to the 
airport to fly to California, how-
ever, a Turkish Airlines official 
showed Abdollahpour an email 
from U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) advising that he 
not be permitted to board his 
flight. It was not an isolated inci-
dent.

Beginning in early September, 12 
other Iranian students admitted 

to Ph.D. programs at University 
of California campuses, and at 
least five other U.S.-bound stu-
dents from Iran, were similarly 
prevented from boarding flights. 
All of the students were traveling 
with valid F-1 student visas issued 
by the U.S. State Department. 
When they went to the U.S. 
Embassy to ask why they were 
turned away at the airport, the 
students were informed their 
visas had been revoked and given 

no further information.

Three months later, neither the 
students nor the University of 
California have received an expla-
nation from the U.S. government. 
In meetings with immigration 
attorneys, the State Department 
and CBP said the unusual last-
minute visa cancellations were 
not coordinated. “Everywhere we 
ask, we’re being told it wasn’t a 
concerted effort and that there 
hasn’t been a change in policy,” 

said Sharvari Dalal-Dheini, the 
government relations director for 
the American Immigration Law-
yers Association.

The Trump administration’s 
travel ban, which bars Iranians 
and nationals of four other 
Muslim-majority countries from 
traveling to the U.S., does not apply 
to Iranian students, an exception 
that helped the ban get through 

PG&E  
settles 
wildfire 
claims 
Enterprise staff 

 SAN FRANCISCO — 
PG&E announced on Fri-
day that it has reached a 
settlement of $13.5 billion 
to resolve all claims stem-
ming from a series of 
devastating Northern Cali-
fornia wildfires in 2017 and 
2018, which had been 
blamed on failures in the 
utility company's equip-
ment.

PG&E “agreed to a settle-
ment with the Official 
Committee of Tort Claim-
ants and with firms 
representing individual 
claimants who sustained 
losses from the 2017 
Northern California Wild-
fires and 2018 Camp Fire,” 
the company said in a press 
release. “The settlement 
agreement is valued at 
approximately $13.5 billion 
and has the support of the 
TCC. The settlement will 
resolve all claims arising 
from those fires, including 
the 2017 Tubbs Fire, as well 
as all claims arising from 
the 2015 Butte Fire and 
2016 Ghost Ship fire in 
Oakland.”

PG&E filed for bank-
ruptcy in January after it 
was sued by thousands of 
wildfire victims for prop-
erty damage, medical 
expenses and a heap of 
punitive and personal 
injury damages alleging 
corporate negligence. 
Insurance carriers that 
have paid claims to home-
owners and businesses for 
property damage filed doz-
ens of subrogation com-
plaints. Even local 
governments, such as Men-
docino, Napa and Sonoma 
counties and the city of 
Santa Rosa, piled on with 
their own legal claims.

The Ghost Ship fire was 
an urban blaze that broke 

 Freeborn 
Hall slated 
for 2020 
demolition 
 BY ANDREA ESQUETINI
Enterprise correspondent

After 57 years, UC Davis’ 
Freeborn Hall is slated for 
demolition as early as 
spring or summer of 2020. 
The auditorium, named 
after the university’s first 
chancellor — Stanley Free-
born — hosted perfor-
mances by Fleetwood Mac, 
Journey, The Police and 
many other artists. In 2014, 
most of Freeborn Hall was 
closed as the building did 
not meet earthquake safety
standards.

Since 2014, the 12,000-
foot basement of the build-
ing has remained open and 
used by student organiza-
tions including KDVS and 
The California Aggie, as 
well as the Student Affairs 
marketing and communi-
cations team.

Get cracking
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From left, Daphne Roe as the Forest Fairy, Siena Calciano as the Mouse Queen, Isabella Fahrni as Clara, Anderson Luft as the 
Prince and Nisha Chandler as the Sugar Plum Fairy get into character for the “Davis Children’s Nutcracker.” The 43rd annual 
performances of this unique Davis holiday tradition will be from Dec. 11 to 15 at the Veterans Memorial Theater, 203 E. 14th 
St. in Davis. More than 200 children will participate in a youthful adaptation of this classic story. Tickets are $17 each, 
available at https://www.showtix4u.com/events/15322.  

STEAC brings holiday joy to local families
BY KELLY COLEMAN

Special to The Enterprise

The rain clouds took a break on 
Saturday morning to spread the 
warmth and joy of the holiday 
season to some very special Davis 
families. In what has become a 
Davis holiday tradition, STEAC, 
the Short Term Emergency Aid 
Committee, once again brought 
holiday cheer to more than 400 
individuals and families through 
its annual Holiday Program.

On Saturday, Dec. 7, recipients 
lined up early under unexpectedly 
blue skies to receive gifts and 
food donated by Davis families, 
groups, and individuals who 
“adopted” them for the holidays.

Generous adopters from the 
surrounding community donated 
food, gifts and money to make 
the holidays special for each low-
income family who applied and 
accepted into the program. The 
distribution day was a festive 
event with music and Santa Claus 
handing out candy canes. Fami-
lies were able to select children’s 
books as well as warm coats and 

knitted hats donated by local 
schools, churches and caring 
individuals. Families with chil-
dren were also given handmade 

blankets as well as donated 
stuffed animals and Santa Kitties.

There are so many organiza-
tions and individuals to thank for 

their contributions for what is 
really a community effort.

STEAC is grateful to the staff 
and congregations of the Davis 
Lutheran Church and the First 
Baptist Church of Davis, which 
donated their facilities and 
grounds for multiple days to host 
STEAC Holiday Program volun-
teers as they conducted screen-
ing, and collection and 
distribution, respectively.

Adopted families in the STEAC 
Holiday Program also benefitted 
from the generous donations of 
gift cards from St. James Church 
parishioners and from the Salva-
tion Army of Davis to be used for 
perishable groceries.

Numerous groups, individuals, 
and schools sponsored used coat 
or book drives — the schools 
included Birch Lane, Cesar 
Chavez, Korematsu, Montgom-
ery, North Davis, Patwin, Pioneer, 
Willett, Emerson/DaVinci, 
Harper, Holmes, Davis Senior 
High School, DPNS at Danbury, 
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Volunteers Phil Coleman and Mary Fichera with food boxes and gifts loaded up 
for one of the adopted families. 
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