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“Davis will need a new 
mayor starting next 
month,” said the head-

line in The Davis Enterprise, 
assuming facts not yet in evidence.

I mean, who says we need a new 
mayor?

In fact, who says we need a 
mayor at all? Ever.

If you stopped a hundred people 
on the highly educated streets of 
Davis and asked them “Who is the 
mayor of this burg?,” you’d be 
lucky to get five correct answers, 
along with 25 guesses and at least 
50 “I have no idea.”

My best guess is Maynard Skin-
ner, but it may be Dave Rosen-
berg. Wait, what about Dan Wolk? 
I mean, Lois Wolk. Then again, it 
could be Mike Corbett, Ann 
Evans, Bill Kopper, Ruth 
Asmundson or Julie Partansky.

I know dear Julie sadly left us a 
few years ago, but for sure 
her spirit is still with us, from  
the Toad Tunnel to Partansky 
Pond.

But my goodness, Davis has 

had more mayors than Santa has 
reindeer.

We’ve had alliterative mayors 
like Bob Black, Tom Tomasi, Clay 
Quessenberry and Cal Covell.

We’ve had Aronsons and Ander-
sons and Asmundsons, Weavers 
and Wolks and Wagstaffs and 
Woodburys, a Kent and a Ken, a 
Susie and a Sue, a Partida and a 
Poulos, a Sandy and a Saylor and a 
Stevens, a Mike and a Madson 
and a Markham, a Lee and a 
Lucas, a Jack and a Jerry and a 
Joe and a Jim, a Vern whose name 
is attached to an historic gym, and 
a Robb who is appropriately 
named after the town itself.

Do we really need another 
mayor? We’ve had enough mayors 
to last two lifetimes. How about 
we just bask in their historic glory 
and be thankful for all their con-
tributions.

But no, this mayor thing is 
apparently a big deal.

In the good old days, back when 
the whole town had a say about 
who would serve on the City 
Council as God intended, the top 
vote-getter in the previous elec-
tion became mayor.

Let me explain. If, say, you 
ran for council in 2016 and 
received the most votes in 

what was then an at-large elec-
tion, you would become mayor in 
2018, although your service on the 
council would begin in 2016, 
shortly after you were elected to a 
four-year term.

With the recent switch to our 
dastardly district elections, there 
is no true “top” vote-getter because 
the council members did not run 
against each other, even though 

several of them were elected at the 
same time.

So the five members of the cur-
rent City Council have assigned 
themselves the task of picking the 
mayor. In their wisdom they have 
decided they will select a new 
mayor every January for a one-
year term.

If you can’t remember who the 
mayor is now, just imagine how 
difficult it will be when they pass 
the gavel every 12 months.

Since the council doesn’t have 
the courage to switch us back to 
at-large elections, maybe they 
could at least let all of us decide 
which of the five of them we wish 
to have as our mayor.

Either that or just hand each of 
them a gavel and see who can 
pound it the loudest for the lon-
gest period of time.

Makes as much sense as any 
other plan.

— Reach Bob Dunning at  
bdunning@davisenterprise.net.
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Children’s ‘Nutcracker’ returns, with changes
By Anne Ternus-Bellamy
Enterprise staff writer

The “Davis Children’s 
Nutcracker” has returned 
after a two-year hiatus due 
to the pandemic — but 
with some changes.

In order to keep partici-
pants, staff and volunteers 
safe, the production was 
filmed on Dec. 3 and, 
instead of live perfor-
mances, will be broadcast 
instead, the city announced.

The show premieres on 
Saturday, Dec. 10, with 
showings at 6 p.m. and 7 
p.m. that will be streamed at 
https://vimeo.com/7790186 
07. The link will remain
open through Dec. 31.

A community tradition 
since 1977, the “Davis Chil-
dren's Nutcracker” is a 
theater production involv-
ing hundreds of Davis chil-
dren produced by the city 
of Davis Parks and Com-
munity Services Depart-
ment.

In addition to returning 

with a filmed version this 
year, the performance has 
also been changed to culti-
vate a love of the arts 
through diversity, equity 
and inclusion, the city said, 
with changes to some 
group names, script lan-
guage and props.

“As we bring our charac-
ters back to life, families 
may notice some changes 
to the show,” the city 
announced. “We have pur-
posefully changed the 

names of groups and modi-
fied props to be sensitive to 
the cultural diversity of our 
community. We hope you 
will join us in this year’s 
production and in support-
ing the city’s ongoing efforts 
to be more inclusive.”

For more information 
about the production, con-
tact the Parks and Commu-
nity Services Department 
at registration@cityof 
davis.org or 530-757-5626.
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This year’s Davis Children’s Nutcracker features Maggie 
Luscutoff as Clara and Farouk Elfarra as Fritz.

BBB: Don’t get bitten 
by online ‘puppy scams’
By Lauren Keene
Enterprise staff writer

With the holiday sea-
son underway, the Better 
Business Bureau issued a 
recent warning about 
“puppy scams,” which 
historically comprise 
about a fourth of online 
shopping frauds. 

“Puppy scams remain 
consistently profitable for 
scammers because their 
multi-tiered setup allows 
them to convincingly go 
back to a consumer sev-
eral times to ask for 
money,” the BBB reported 
in a news release. 

“Because purchasing  
a pet can be such an emo-
tionally charged experi-
ence, BBB urges con-
sumers to be on high alert 
for scams.” 

California ranks first 
nationwide in online 
puppy-scam activity, with 

167 reports totaling more 
than $130,000 in finan-
cial losses filed between 
Jan. 1 and Oct. 31 of this 
year, according to the 
website Veterinarians.org.

Many of the bogus web-
sites appear and vanish 
quickly, making them dif-
ficult for authorities to 
track and prosecute. 

And while consumer 
losses across North Amer-
ica are on the decline, 
they’re still expected to 
exceed more than $2 mil-
lion this year, with an
average loss of about $850
per case, says the BBB.

The American Society 
for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals already 
cautions against giving 
pets as holiday gifts, rec-
ommending it only for 
those expressing a “sus-
tained interest” in owning 
and caring for a pet 
responsibly. 


